
City Council Meeting       Monday, February 1, 2016  
 City of Belleair Beach, Florida                            Community Center, 5:30 P.M.  

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rob Baldwin, followed by a Pledge of   
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 

Roll Call:  Present were Councilmembers Pamela Gunn, Mitchell Krach, John 
Pietrowski, and Wanda Schwerer; Mayor Rob Baldwin, Vice Mayor Leslie Ford 
Notaro, City Manager Nancy Gonzalez, City Clerk Patricia Gentry, Finance Officer 
Melanie Kruszona,  Community Services Director Allen Godfrey, and City Attorney 
Paul Marino. Councilmember Jeril Cohen was unable to attend. 
 
1. Approval of Agenda. 
 

MOTION was made by Vice Mayor Notaro and seconded by Councilmember 
Krach to amend the Agenda to include a discussion of increasing the rate for 
rental of the Community Center and other costs associated with that, to be 
agenda item 7a. 
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

2. Approval of January 4, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes. 
 

MOTION was made by Vice Mayor Notaro and seconded by Councilmember 
Schwerer to approve the January 4, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes.  
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

3. Citizens Comments. (Each speaker will be recognized once and will 

be limited to a (3) three minute presentation on any subject that is 
not on the Agenda) 

   
Seeing no one, Citizens Comments was closed. 

 
Regular Agenda: 
 

4. Consideration of appointment to the City of Belleair Beach Park and 
Recreation Board.  (City Clerk)  (see backup) 

 
MOTION was made by Councilmember Pietrowski and seconded by 
Councilmember Krach to appoint Mr. Greg Moran to the Park and Recreation 
Board for a two-year term. 
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
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5. Continued discussion on undergrounding of utilities citywide.   

 

 Community Services Director Godfrey advised Council that Staff had met 
with Duke Energy, Verizon, and Bright House. Duke Energy recommended, if 
starting at that end of the City, to begin at the northeast end of Donato Drive 
which is approximately 30 homes, at $150,000.00 per phase. The following 
budget year the second phase would be Aleta Drive down to 22nd Avenue at 
$150,000.00, then Louisa Drive at another $150,000.00. That is Duke Energy 
costs only. Verizon costs were yet to be determined. Bright House should 
have their costs to Mr. Godfrey by February 15th.  

 

 Discussion followed regarding costs to each household to run their line to the 
Duke Energy service line, and any other costs associated such as upgrades to 
homeowner circuit boxes, electrical in homes being brought up to current 
code, etc. Mr. Godfrey advised that Duke Energy is working on a brochure to 
advise Residents exactly what will be required. Further discussion followed 
regarding funding through ad valorem taxes as a CIP item until the entire 
city is completed; homes whose utilities are already underground; funding a 
larger dollar amount to finish sooner; and that homeowners who may not be 
able to afford the upgrades can have a service pole at their property line 
where the service line would go from the pole to their home. 

 
6. Update on additional parking at Morgan Park.  (Community Services 

Director) 
 

 Mr. Godfrey advised that Deuel & Associates had presented a design with 
nine additional parking spaces which will meet the requirements needed and 
will have to be approved by Pinellas County as it is in the road right-of-way. 

 
7. Update on Bayside Park.  (Community Services Director) 

 
 Mr. Godfrey stated Deuel & Associates had done a joint survey on the 

Bayside Park property and the property adjacent to it. Copley Design 
Associates would be working on three concept drawings for the park. 

 
7a. Mayor Baldwin advised that there had been a worksession prior to the 

Council Meeting to discuss price increases for rental of the Community 
Center. He stated Finance Officer Kruszona had done a great job outlining 
the existing costs and options. 

 
 Vice Mayor Notaro summarized the worksession as raising the rental fee to 

$2,300.00, adding a $200.00 non-refundable cleaning fee, keeping the 
$200.00 damage deposit, all to be effective as soon as Staff had the changes 
in place. 
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MOTION was made by Councilmember Krach and seconded by 
Councilmember Schwerer approve the change outlined by Vice Mayor Notaro. 
 

Motion passed 6-0. 
 

8. Mayor and Council Comments. 

   
   Councilmember Gunn had no further comments. 
 
   Councilmember Schwerer stated the yearly dues to the Florida Shore and 

Beach Preservation Association (FS&BPA) would be paid by Pinellas County 
for the cities. FS&BPA advised there should be approximately $30 million 
dollars in funding for beach nourishment next year; the Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium did a presentation on the 2015 Sea Turtle nesting season – 
Pinellas County had a record for the number nested this past year; and that 
each year the City budgets money for Wreaths across America for the Bay 
Pines National Cemetery, and this year there was more than double the 
number of wreaths for the veterans’ grave sites – 1,700 of the 33,000 
needed. 

 
   Councilmember Krach thanked Mr. Godfrey for his efforts on the 

undergrounding of utilities showing progress without the huge upfront 
engineering costs and estimating fees. 

 
Councilmember Pietrowski thanked Mr. Godfrey and Ms. Kruszona for their 
hard work, and Mr. Moran for his interest in the City by volunteering for the 
Park and Recreation Board. 
 
Vice Mayor Notaro advised she had attended the SLOC’s meeting held at the 
Armed Forces History Museum in Largo. She stated that it is a fascinating 
place that is intended to honor those that had served and to educate. She 
stated it has great exhibits, tanks and a MIG outside. She encouraged all to 
visit. 
 
Mayor Baldwin had no further comments. 

 

  9. City Attorney Comments. 
   

   City Attorney Marino stated that at the last meeting he was directed to give a 
final notice to David Orr, President of Offshore Fuel Inc. 

 
Discussion followed regarding suing the homeowner in addition to Mr. Orr, 
and Mr. Orr suing his insurance agent or insurance company.  
 
Consensus was to add to next month’s agenda for further discussion, and for 
City Attorney Marino to bring more details regarding what the next steps 
would be, and what the potential costs to the City may be to follow it 
through.  
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City Attorney Marino asked if there would be objection to him asking the 
property owner to alert their insurance company with regard to the City’s 
potential claim. Mayor Baldwin felt that at this time it should be an agenda 
item for further discussion. It was the consensus to let the property owner 
know that it would be on the agenda the following month. 

 

City Attorney Marino stated that Mr. Mark Mitchell in Slip 13 at the Marina 
was in arrears $1,840.50, and that he had inquired about the process of 
filing a lien on the vessel from the Tax Collector’s office. He asked for 
approval to pursue the lien on the vessel. Council approved. 

 
10. City Manager Comments. 

 
City Manager Gonzalez thanked City Clerk Gentry, Finance Officer Kruszona, 
and Community Services Director Godfrey for their work and meetings 
regarding leasing of the Community Center; and Mr. Godfrey for his work on 
the undergrounding of utilities, Bayside Park, and Morgan Park.  
 

 ADJOURN 
    

MOTION was made by Councilmember Pietrowski to adjourn the meeting. 
  
    Motion passed 6-0. 

  
 

    ____________________               APPROVED: ________________________ 
    Date Approved                            Rob Baldwin, Mayor 
 
 
    ATTEST: ________________________________ 

                       Patricia A. Gentry, CMC, City Clerk  
   


