
City Council Meeting                          Wednesday, September 7, 2016  
 City of Belleair Beach, Florida                            Community Center, 5:30 P.M.  

 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Leslie Ford Notaro, followed by a Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
Roll Call:  Present were Councilmembers Julie “Jewels” Chandler, Jeril Cohen, 
Pamela Gunn, and John Pietrowski; Mayor Leslie Ford Notaro, Vice Mayor Wanda 
Schwerer, City Manager Nancy Gonzalez, City Clerk Patricia Gentry, Finance Officer 
Melanie Kruszona, and City Attorney Paul Marino. Councilmember Mitchell Krach 
was unable to attend. 
 
1. Approval of Agenda. 
 

MOTION was made by Vice Mayor Schwerer and seconded by 
Councilmember Chandler to amend the Agenda to add comments by Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Scott Vaughan. 
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
2. Approval of August 1, 2016, City Council Budget Workshop Meeting 

Minutes, August 1, 2016,  Special City Council Meeting Minutes and 
August 1, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes. 
 
MOTION was made by Councilmember Chandler and seconded by 
Councilmember Pietrowski to approve the August 1, 2016, City Council 
Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, August 1, 2016,  Special City Council 
Meeting Minutes and August 1, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes. 
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

3. Citizens Comments. (Each speaker will be recognized once and will 
be limited to a (3) three minute presentation on any subject that is 
not on the Agenda) 
 
Mr. Lynn Rives, 122 8th Street, asked if City Council or the City had been 
disseminating information to the Residents regarding the Pinellas Suncoast 
Fire & Rescue District’s proposed increase, as Residents may not realize that 
it might be a significant increase. Mayor Notaro stated that the PSF&RD had 
given a presentation to City Council and the Public at the June meeting. She 
asked that information to contact PSF&RD for further information be put on 
the City’s website. 
 
Mr. Alvin Firestone, 106 12th Street, spoke regarding flooding on his street 
due to the heavy rain. City Manager Gonzalez stated there would be a 
workshop on the City’s Master Drainage Plan next week. 
 
Mr. Bill Booth, 2611 Bayshore Drive, spoke regarding Waste Management. 
PCSO Deputy Vaughan spoke regarding the recent burglaries in the City. He 
stated that all of the vehicles had been unlocked, some with the keys left in 



City Council Meeting                          Wednesday, September 7, 2016  
 

2 
 

them. Three vehicles with keys left in them had been stolen in one week. He 
stated that a gun had been stolen from one vehicle, “so now we have a 
[stolen] gun out there”. This was on Aleta, Bayshore, Donato, 8th Street, 
Tiffany, 14th Street, and 23rd Street. He advised that it has become a “gravy 
train and they will keep coming back” as the same vehicles continue to be 
unlocked. They were here on August 27th, 29th, 30th and the 31st. He 
advised that they usually then begin checking for unlocked house doors. He 
asked that everyone lock their cars and their homes. He stated that as they 
can hear the Deputy’s vehicle coming before they can see it – all they have 
to do is hide until the Deputy passes – so please – if you hear something, call 
the Sheriff’s Office. 
 

Public Hearing: 
 
4. Consideration of Ordinance 16-03, an Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City of Belleair Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 2, Article V of 
the City Code Pertaining to Code Enforcement and Creating Therein 
the Office of Town Marshal; Providing For Severability; and Providing 
for an Effective Date.  Second Reading (City Manager) (City Attorney) 
(see backup) 

   
         City Attorney Marino read Ordinance 16-03 by Title only. 
 

MOTION was made by Councilmember Chandler and seconded by 
Councilmember Pietrowski for Ordinance 16-03. 
 
Mr. W.J. “Jack” White, Community Improvement Officer and Town Marshal, 
thanked City Council and the Residents for their vote of confidence in him. 
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
  Regular Agenda: 

 
5. Request City Council’s authorization for the City Manager to enter 

into an Addendum to a Renewal Agreement between the City of 
Belleair Beach and Waste Management Inc. of Florida, for a two-year 
renewal period commencing on October 1, 2016, and ending on 
September 30, 2018, at a cost not to exceed $231,264.00.  (City 
Manager)  (see backup) 

  
MOTION was made by Councilmember Pietrowski and seconded by Vice 
Mayor Schwerer to authorize the City Manager to enter into an Addendum to 
a Renewal Agreement between the City of Belleair Beach and Waste 
Management Inc. of Florida, for a two-year renewal period commencing on 
October 1, 2016, and ending on September 30, 2018, at a cost not to exceed 
$231,264.00. 
   

  Motion passed 6-0. 
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6. Resolution 2016-05, a Resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Belleair Beach, Florida, Pertaining to Section 86-65(3) of the City 
Code, and the Issue of First Amendment Rights in the United States 
Constitution; and Establishing an Effective Date.  (City Attorney)  
(City Manager) (see backup) 

  
         City Attorney Marino read Resolution 2016-05 by Title only. 
 

MOTION was made by Councilmember Chandler and seconded by 
Councilmember Pietrowski for Resolution 2016-05. 
 

  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
7. Presentation by Residents on Undergrounding of Utilities on city-

wide streets.  (backup not received by agenda packet delivery 
deadline) 

 
 Ms. Jane Mason Goldman read the City’s Mission Statement to City Council 

and presented a PowerPoint from their group in order to promote their 
purpose to “move the underground utilities project forward to align with the 
Belleair Beach Mission Statement”. She stated that since before 2006 nothing 
has happened - there have been no results, no decisions, no evident 
progress into how they can move this forward. Their purpose was to talk to 
Council on how, as a team, this can be moved forward. They asked Council 
to conduct a survey by an engineering firm that would present them with a 
four-phase project plan: 

 “Phase 1. City-wide undergrounding of the utilities with Gulf Boulevard. 
 Second Option. City-wide undergrounding without Gulf Boulevard. 
 Third Option: Their pilot group of 22nd Street, Louisa Drive, Donato Drive, 

Aleta Drive, and Howard Drive to move forward with the project. 
 Fourth Option. To explain to everyone that doesn’t want this to happen, how 

they can participate.” 
 

She requested that Council make a motion to add them to the October 
agenda for further discussion. 

 
 MOTION was made by Councilmember Gunn and seconded by 

Councilmember Chandler to add the group to the October meeting. 
  

Mayor Notaro requested that Ms. Goldman finish the presentation. 
 
Ms. Goldman then encouraged Council to make a motion to “hire the 
engineering company to give us the three, four options that I outlined today, 
give them the down payment that they need for it. We estimate that’ll be 
between six and seven thousand dollars, I think it would be well worth it, and 
would at least give us this option to move forward.” 

    
 City Attorney Marino advised there is State Law on how government selects 

an engineer; that projects happen in steps, and that the City has engaged 
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the University of South Florida to do a survey to determine whether there is 
sufficient support for their suggested project by the Citizens of the entire 
City. Councilmember Gunn stated she believed Ms. Goldman was asking for 
an engineer to determine what the cost would be to “hook up” for each 
individual homeowner.  

 
 MOTION was made by Councilmember Gunn that the City hires an engineer 

to answer those questions.  
 
 City Manager Gonzalez stated she believed the survey results would be back 

for the October Council meeting. 
 
 Vice Mayor Schwerer stated it would be a more appropriate venue to have a 

workshop before bringing it back to the Agenda. 
 
 Councilmember Chandler stated she didn’t know when to amend her second 

of the motion, but it did not make sense to her to have another presentation 
until the survey results were back.  

 
 Councilmember Pietrowski stated that after the survey results were received 

and the findings were presented Council could make a decision on which way 
to go from there. 

 
 Residents in favor of undergrounding spoke before Council. 
 

Residents not in favor of undergrounding spoke before Council. 
 
Vice Mayor Schwerer reminded everyone that things have been done over 
the years – there had been a referendum asking if the project should be 
pursued, not done – but pursued, followed by the Brotherton Engineering 
study which showed costs that were not affordable at that time. There have 
been consultants, engineers, [attorneys, BrightHouse, Duke Energy] that 
have spoken before Council over the years. Steps have been taken, and are 
being taken, but it is a long process. 
 
Councilmember Chandler amended her second to the motion to - if the 
survey results were back it would be on the Agenda to present the results of 
the survey. 
 
Vice Mayor Schwerer seconded the amended motion. 
 
 Motion passed 6-0. 

 
 Mayor Notaro addressed the motion regarding the hiring of an engineering 

company. City Attorney Marino advised that if the City has an engineer under 
contract that has expertise in this area, they can be consulted for a cost 
estimate. 
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 City Manager Gonzalez stated that the City of Indian Rocks Beach has paid 
$300,000.00 for consulting fees to the engineer Ms. Goldman is referring to. 
Ms. Goldman stated that the $6,000.00 to $7,000.00 mentioned earlier 
would be a down payment. 

 
 City Manager Gonzalez was directed to speak with the City engineer for a 

rough cost estimate. 
 
 A resident spoke regarding the recent flooding in the City from Hurricane 

Hermine as a priority over the undergrounding of utilities. 
 
 Mayor Notaro asked that everyone respond to the survey and thanked 

everyone for their input. 
 
8. Mayor and Council Comments. 

   
Councilmember Chandler inquired about landscapers parking in the middle 
turn lane on Gulf Boulevard. Deputy Vaughan stated there is no state statute 
regarding parking in the center turn lane and that it is safer as it slows traffic 
as they are passing the vehicles. A presentation had been done to the 
Sergeant regarding the issue. 
 
Councilmember Gunn thanked Ms. Goldman for her presentation and all of 
the Citizens who attended the Council meeting. She stated “I have a few 
questions for the City Council to think about. The first one is: are we failing 
to live up to the Mission Statement of Belleair Beach as a premier community 
by not undergrounding. Undergrounding has been completed and continues 
to happen by most communities up and down Gulf Boulevard from Sand Key 
to St. Pete Beach, so I ask – what insight do the other communities have 
that Belleair Beach is missing – that’s something to think about.” 
 
Councilmember Pietrowski stated he had spoken to Duke Energy after the 
Hurricane and was told that with as much water as there was, if there had 
been undergrounding, most of the City would have been out of power. There 
was only one street that had been out of power. So, there are pros and cons 
to both. 
 
Councilmember Cohen thanked Ms. Goldman and her committee for her nice 
presentation.  
 
Mayor Notaro thanked them also. She thanked Staff for all of their work 
during Hurricane Hermine.  
 

  9. City Attorney Comments. 
   
 City Attorney Marino had no further comments. 
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10. City Manager Comments. 
 

City Manager Gonzalez thanked the two Public Works staffers for all of their 
work in the City during the Hurricane, and also thanked City Hall staff. She 
advised she had received 14 resumes for the Community Services Director 
position. She asked if there was any objection to change the July 3, 2017, 
meeting to July 10th, due to the holiday. Council had no objection. She 
thanked Ms. Goldman for her presentation and stated if there was anything 
she could do to help, please let her know, and that she would be getting in 
touch with the City engineers to see how familiar they are with this type of 
project.  

 
ADJOURN 

    
MOTION was made by Councilmember Pietrowski to adjourn the meeting. 
  
Motion passed 6-0. 
  
 
____________________               APPROVED: ________________________ 
Date Approved                            Leslie Ford Notaro, Mayor 
 
 

    ATTEST: ________________________________ 
                             Patricia A. Gentry, CMC, City Clerk 

  

     


