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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Leslie Ford Notaro, followed by a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Roll Call: 	Present were Councilmembers Julie “Jewels” Chandler, Jeril Cohen, Pamela Gunn, Mitchell Krach, and John Pietrowski; Mayor Leslie Ford Notaro, Vice Mayor Wanda Schwerer, City Manager Nancy Gonzalez, City Clerk Patricia Gentry, Finance Officer Melanie Kruszona, and City Attorney Paul Marino.

1. Approval of Agenda.

MOTION was made by Councilmember Krach and seconded by Vice Mayor Schwerer to approve the Agenda.

	 Motion passed 7-0.

1. Approval of September 7, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes, September 7, 2016, First Budget Public Hearing Minutes, September 12, 2016, City Council Worksession Meeting Minutes, and September 19, 2016, Final Budget Public Hearing Minutes. 

MOTION was made by Vice Mayor Schwerer and seconded by Councilmember Chandler to approve the September 7, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes, September 7, 2016, First Budget Public Hearing Minutes, September 12, 2016, City Council Worksession Meeting Minutes, and September 19, 2016, Final Budget Public Hearing Minutes.

	 Motion passed 7-0.

1. Citizens Comments. (Each speaker will be recognized once and will be limited to a (3) three minute presentation on any subject that is not on the Agenda)

Mr. Rob Baldwin, 2401 Gulf Boulevard, presented a handout for Council and spoke regarding flooding issue alternative solutions and a Tide Flex Valve. Discussion followed regarding Dr. Fluty’s inclusion of the valve in his report, and possible incremental execution of the valve system. Mr. Baldwin asked to come back next month with a more detailed plan for consideration.

Ms. Jane Mason Goldman, 437 22nd Street, asked that “the citizens of the Belleair [sic] underground utilities project group are, we are now very much organized and we’d like to present our perception of what we’d like to see happen for next steps in consideration of the underground utilities project. So, we’d like to be added to the November agenda.”

MOTION was made by Councilmember Gunn and seconded by Councilmember Krach to add Ms. Goldman to the November agenda.

Motion passed 6-1.
Mr. Todd Gould, 2180 Louisa Drive, read a section from the municipal code regarding underground utilities.

		Regular Agenda:

4.	Consideration of nomination and reappointment of Joanne “Cookie” Kennedy, Commissioner of the City of Indian Rocks Beach, as the City’s representative to Forward Pinellas, serving as the Pinellas Planning Council and the Metropolitan Planning Organization, for a two-year term.  (see backup)

MOTION was made by Vice Mayor Schwerer and seconded by Councilmember Krach to nominate and reappoint Joanne “Cookie” Kennedy, Commissioner of the City of Indian Rocks Beach, as the City’s representative to Forward Pinellas, serving as the Pinellas Planning Council and the Metropolitan Planning Organization, for a two-year term.

Commissioner Kennedy gave an update on projects and thanked City Council for their nomination.  

	 Motion passed 7-0.

5.	Presentation to City Council by Dr. Susan Schuler, Ph.D. and Angela Crist, Executive Director of the Suncoast League of Cities, on the results of the USF Survey on Undergrounding of Utilities.  (backup not available by packet delivery deadline)

	Dr. Schuler reviewed the results of the survey. There were 1,143 eligible survey participants. The goal was to receive 500 participants as a representative sample of the residents, and 492 responded. Dr. Schuler stated that the key question of the respondents’ feelings for having the undergrounding done was determined by five choices:

1. Approve				
2. Lean toward approval		
3. Undecided						
4. Lean against approval
5. Against approval

She stated that 38% overall approved of doing the undergrounding, another 22% leaned toward approval so, in fact 60% of the City was in favor of undergrounding or leaning toward it.  

	The funding preference was 41% for an increase in millage rate versus 29% for special assessment. The preference for timing of the project was 69% for it to be done as quickly as possible.

	Mayor Notaro called for any questions from City Council. Seeing none, she thanked Dr. Schuler and Ms. Crist for their work on the survey.
6.	Update and discussion on Offshore Fuel, Inc.  (City Attorney)	

	City Attorney Marino advised that Mr. Orr’s attorney has filed suit against the company that manufactured the defective hose which broke. The company has offered to settle for $10,000.00. City Attorney Marino was recommending that the City accept $5,000.00 from Mr. Orr, and the other $5,000.00 would go to the reclamation company. To further litigate would cost money that Mr. Orr would not have. It was believed that Mr. Orr was still only operating with one person and no one to monitor at the truck pump. City Attorney Marino stated he would speak with Mr. Orr regarding having a second person with him when fueling. Mr. Orr’s insurance company has denied liability as Mr. Orr declined spillage insurance due to the high cost of the premium. Discussion followed regarding holding vendors and property owners responsible for fuel spills. 

MOTION was made by Councilmember Cohen and seconded by Councilmember Pietrowski to leave it to City Attorney Marino’s discretion to accept the $5,000.00 settlement from Mr. Orr and the manufacturer, and more if possible.

	Motion passed 7-0.

7.	Resolution 2016-06, a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Belleair Beach, Florida, Recognizing City Government Week, October 16-22, 2016; Encouraging All Citizens to Support the Celebration and Corresponding Activities; and Establishing an Effective Date.  (see backup)  
	
	City Marino read Resolution 2016-06 by Title only.

MOTION was made by Councilmember Pietrowski and seconded by Vice Mayor Schwerer for Resolution 2016-06.

	 Motion passed 7-0.

8.	Mayor and Council Comments.
		
			Councilmember Chandler wished City Manager Gonzalez a happy birthday; she advised she had attended her first BIG-C meeting and found it very interesting; and she inquired about raising the parking fees at Morgan Park. It was agreed to have parking fees on the November agenda.

			Councilmember Gunn had no further comments.

			Councilmember Krach had no further comments.

			Vice Mayor Schwerer had no further comments.

			Councilmember Pietrowski had no further comments.
Councilmember Cohen advised she had attended the BIG-C in the Mayor’s absence. The speaker was from the Pinellas County Homeless Leadership Board. Belleair Beach was one of the few beach communities that had supported the Board by resolution, which she felt was nice. 

Mayor Notaro reminded everyone of the City-Wide Yard Sale on November 5th; and the Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue District open houses to be held at their station houses regarding their referendum.

All wished City Manager Gonzalez a happy birthday.

		9.	City Attorney Comments.
	
			City Attorney Marino stated he had been doing preliminary work regarding contracts on road resurfacing.
	
10.	City Manager Comments.

City Manager Gonzalez advised she had received a quote of $1,500.00 from Deuel Engineering & Associates to contact the three utilities to get a cost for undergrounding the utilities. Duke Energy had advised Deuel that it would take six to nine months to get the cost back to them. Consensus of Council was to contact Deuel for them to proceed.

ADJOURN
			
MOTION was made by Councilmember Krach to adjourn the meeting.
	
Motion passed 7-0.
	

____________________               APPROVED: ________________________
Date Approved			                         Leslie Ford Notaro, Mayor


		 	ATTEST: ________________________________
                       		    Patricia A. Gentry, CMC, City Clerk
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