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  THE BELLEAIR BEACH 

BREEZE 
Spring 2016 

New City CouncilNew City Council  

Primary Elec�onPrimary Elec�on  

A General Election is held in November of every 
even-numbered year. The Primary Election for 
nominating party nominees for the General    
Election is held 10 weeks before the General 
Election. Additionally, a Presidential Preference 
Primary Election is held in Presidential Election 
years. Special elections may be called at any 
time during the year. The election dates for 2016 
are: 

• Presidential Preference Primary Election: March 15,  2016 
• Primary Election: August 30, 2016 
• General Election: November 8, 2016  
 
Precincts 421 and 422 will be voting at Belleair Beach Community Center 
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

As of March 28th 2016 we will have a new City Council. The time of the 
official swearing in is 5:00 pm. It will be open to the public if you would like 
to attend.  
 
The 2016 City Council will consist of the following: 
 
Mayor Leslie F. Notaro 
Councilmemember Jeril Cohen 
Councilmember Pamela Gunn 
Councilmember Mitch Krach 
Councilmember John Pietrowski 
Councilmember Julie “Jewels” Chandler  
 
The Vice-Mayor position will be voted on by the City Council after the 
swearing in ceremony. (Pictures in the next edition.) 



City of Belleair Beach                                                                        Spring 2016 

 

 
 

An Ordinance amending the City’s Comprehensive Plan was adopted to approve a new 

schedule of Capital Improvements. 

 

The City Council amended the Belleair Beach Comprehensive Plan by adopting New Goals, 

objectives and policies and will be transmitting the 2015 Plan to the Department of economic 

Opportunity as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Board. 

 

Continued discussion on undergrounding took place with a workshop also discussed. Mr. Al-

len Godfrey, Community Services Director, stated he would have an update for Council at the 

February meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 

There was discussion regarding the use of the Community Center. Mayor Baldwin stated that most 

users of the Community Center rentals were non-residents. City Clerk, Patti Gentry stated that out 
of the 22 weddings held at the Center, only 3 were residents. 

 

Discussion followed about increasing the rental price; increasing the amount of the damage deposit; 
instituting a cleaning fee; requiring the Licensee to pay for security; researching competitive rates 

that the volume of bookings may not equal revenue.  

 
City Manager Gonzalez stated that she, City Clerk Gentry and Community Services Director Godfrey 

would meet and review cost to present to City Council at the February Meeting. 

 
Discussion continued on Undergrounding. Mr. Godfrey had left earlier due to illness and would     

present his findings with Duke Energy, Bright House and Verizon in February. 

 

City Manager Gonzalez stated that Duell Engineering had been working on a plan to have a total of 
30 parking spaces at Morgan Park. Mr. Godfrey would have an update in February. 

 

Bayside Park improvements were also discussed.  City Manager Gonzalez advised that Copley       
Design Associates would bring three concepts to the Park and Recreation Board in February. 

 

Mayor Baldwin stated issues with the traffic on Gulf Boulevard had 
become very frustrating and that he was open to suggestions,   

including talking with the City of Clearwater. It was suggested to 

put a toll booth at the bottom of the bridge. City Manager          
Gonzalez advised she had been speaking with the County                   

regarding the Intelligent Transportation System (ITS). She added 

that Pinellas County and the Engineering firm who did the           
pedestrian crosswalks would be at a Big-C meeting within the next 

few months.to determine a time line for the project. 
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Mr. Greg Moran was reappointed to the Park and Recreation for another two year term. 
 
Community Services Director Godfrey advised Council that Staff had met with Duke Energy, Verizon, and Bright 
House. Duke Energy recommended, if starting at that end of the City, to begin at the northeast end of Donato 
Drive which is approximately 30 homes, at $150,000.00 per phase. The following budget year the second phase 
would be Aleta Drive down to 22nd Avenue at $150,000.00, then Louisa Drive at another $150,000.00. That is 
Duke Energy costs only. Verizon costs were yet to be determined. Bright House should have their costs to Mr. 
Godfrey by February 15th.  
 
 Discussion followed regarding costs to each household to run their line to the Duke Energy service line, 
and any other costs associated such as upgrades to homeowner circuit boxes, electrical in homes being brought up 
to current code, etc. Mr. Godfrey advised that Duke Energy is working on a brochure to advise Residents exactly 
what will be required. Further discussion followed regarding funding through ad valorem taxes as a CIP item until 
the entire city is completed; homes whose utilities are already underground; funding a larger dollar amount to 

finish sooner; and that homeowners who may not be able to afford the upgrades can have a service pole at their 

property line where the service line would go from the pole to their home. 
 
Mr. Godfrey Stated that Deuel & Associates had presented a design with 9 additional parking spacies.  He also 
stated that Deuel & Associates would be working on three concept drawing for Bayside Park. 
 
Mayor Baldwin advised that there had been a worksession prior to the Council Meeting to discuss price increases 
for rental of the Community Center. He stated Finance Officer Kruszona had done a great job outlining the exist-
ing costs and options. 
 
 Vice Mayor Notaro summarized the worksession as raising the rental fee to $2,300.00, adding a $200.00 
non-refundable cleaning fee, keeping the $200.00 damage deposit, all to be effective as soon as Staff had the 
changes in place. 

The Toxic Cocktail 

 

Stormwater is a toxic combination of sediment, grease, road grime, tire wear and any litter 

small enough to slip into storm drains. 

And that’s just what can be seen. There’s much more. 

Microscopic particles of heavy metals like zinc and copper are commonly found in runoff. 
There’s also oil and petroleum-based hydrocarbons. Fertilizers and pesticides also wash off lawns and into water-

ways. Even pet excrement contributes a significant amount of bacteria to urban creeks and streams. 

We are in the 40th year of the Clean Water Act. When it first took effect, stormwater pollution was not the top prior-
ity. What’s known as “point source pollution” — dumping of toxic        pollutants from a particular, often industrial 
site — was the first focus. But in the decades since, stormwater pollution, also known as “non-point source pollu-
tion,” has taken the lead when it comes to carrying the most contaminants to U.S. waterways. About 40 percent of 
U.S. rivers, lakes, and estuaries are not clean enough for fishing or swimming because of   pollution from runoff. 
 
It's important to remember that any type of surface water runoff, not just rainfall, can run into the storm sewer and 

collect in the stormwater management system. For example, when you wash your car on the driveway, that 
water, dirt, and grime ends up in the system. That's why we need to be careful with what we put into the 
storm sewers as traces of all this material can end up in the stormwater system and our local waterways.  
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Sec. 94-251. - Fences, walls and hedges.  

“Over the last several months, there have been numerous        
complaints regarding bushes/hedges in the City.” 
 

The following regulations shall apply to all fences, walls and hedges 
within the city:  
 

(1) All fences, walls or hedges on residential property not bounded, in 
whole or part, by any waterway shall not exceed a height of six feet in 
the required side or rear setback area. A fence or wall is not permitted 
in the required front setback area. A hedge may be grown in the front 

setback area of residential property, but shall not exceed three feet in height.  
 

(2) On property bounded in whole or part by any body of water, a fence, wall and/or hedge shall not ex-
ceed a height of six feet in the required side setback area. A fence, wall or hedge shall not exceed a height 
of four feet in the required rear (water) setback area. A hedge may be grown in the front setback area of 
residential property, but shall not exceed three feet in height.  
 

(3) Height shall be measured from the grade line as measured at any point along either side of the fence, 
wall or hedge  
 

(4) Hedges shall, at all times, be maintained and trimmed to a 
height not to exceed the maximum limits set forth in subsec-
tions (1) and (2) of this section.  
 

(5) Any vegetation, planted within 3.5 feet of any property line 
shall, for the purpose of this chapter, be treated in the same 
manner as hedges and shall be maintained as required herein.  
 

(6) Setback areas adjacent to county roads (Causeway and 
Gulf Boulevards) right-of-way and the side of the properties 
adjacent to a city park or the city access ("back bay trail") 
easements may have fences and walls not to exceed six feet, 
or a hedge without a limit on its height. This subsection shall be applicable to adjacent setback areas on 
the side, rear or front of residential properties.  
 

(7) All fences and walls shall be constructed so that the finished surface faces the street and adjacent 
property. Post heights shall not exceed the fence heights by more than 18 inches and posts exceeding 
fence height limitations will be no closer than six feet apart, except when gate posts are required.  
 

(8) Except for completely screened enclosures commonly referred to as "bird cages," all swimming pools 
constructed within the city limits shall be enclosed by a fence or wall with a minimum height of four feet, 
and shall be attached on one or more sides to a structure. On waterfront lots, the seawall side of a swim-
ming pool may be left unprotected, but the other three sides shall be enclosed by a wall or fence with a 
minimum height of four feet running from the house to the side line and then to the water's edge.              
All fences or walls shall have an accessible gate to the swimming pool area.  

By Jack White 
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Highland's Spring Event-Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Mar 19, 2016 from 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

 

Event Location: 

Highland Recreation Complex 

400 Highland NE Ave  

Largo, FL 33770 

 

Event Description: 

Join the Highland Recreation center as we present a spin on the traditional egg hunt. There will be a 

variety of activities for children of all ages including bounce house attractions, music, food vendors, and 

a hop along the bunny trail (so don't forget your basket). The Easter Bunny will hop on by for photos 

and there will be dj games throughout the event. Wristbands are on sale beginning March 1st at High-

land Recreation Complex 400 Highland Ave. SPACES ARE LIMITED! Please call prior to traveling if you 

have not pre purchased a wristband as the event may be sold out. The event is rain or shine.  Parking 

will be available on site, at the Largo Sports Complex, and at Largo City Hall.  

  

 Wristbands:$8 per child (All children, regardless of age, that want to participate MUST have a wrist-

band, not required for adults) 

The wristband will include the bunny trail (spin of the traditional egg hunt), bounce houses and photo 

with bunny. 

The Clearwater Community Volunteers hold an Annual Easter Egg Hunt   

Easter Sunday, at beautiful Coachman Park in downtown Clearwater. This is a wonderful event 
for the whole family that you don’t want to miss! 

The event starts at 12:00 Noon and goes until 2:00 pm, with a petting zoo, pony rides, bouncy 
house, giant blow up slide, face painting, live entertainment, and more, plus the main event—the 
Easter Egg Hunt—which happens exactly at 12:30 pm. Please do not be late or your child will 
miss the chance to find the very coveted Golden Eggs that win a number of lucky children a free 
stuffed bunny. 

Each year there are several areas that are fenced off just for the little ones, as well as the main 
area for the bigger kids. Be sure your child brings an Easter basket or a bag to put all of his eggs 
into, and be sure to bring a camera as you may want to take pictures with our wandering Easter 
Bunnies. 

For details on this year’s Easter Egg Hunt, please check the event details listed in the sidebar to 
the right of this page. 

Coachman Park is located at the edge of the Intracoastal Waterway on Drew Street in downtown 

Clearwater. 
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City Services 
 
POLICE 
 

Belleair Beach contracts with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office for round-the-clock Law                
Enforcement protection. In an emergency, Dial 911.  For non-emergency call, the number is 
727.582.6200. Follow this link to their website: www. Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office. 
 

FIRE 
 

Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue serves Belleair Beach. In an 
emergency, Dial 911. The non-emergency number is 727.595.1117. 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
 

Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue serves Belleair Beach, for an     
emergency, Dial 911. The non-emergency number is 727.595.1117. 
 
BUILDING PERMITS / INSPECTIONS 
 

The Pinellas County Building Department has the contract to issue all building permits and enforce 
building and zoning codes in the City. The building official assigned to the City is Glenn Wardell - 
phone number 727.464.3752. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS PERMITS  
 

City Hall issues the following permits: Hurricane re-entry permits, resident parking permits, on-street 
parking permits, garage sales and temporary storage units (PODS).   
 
TRASH COLLECTION 
 

Waste Management is responsible for trash collection. Residential trash is picked up every Monday 
and Thursday with Recycle being picked up on Friday. Condo trash collection on Tuesday and      
Friday, with recycle collected on Friday. Large item pick-up is scheduled directly with Waste        
Management. The Customer Services number is 727.572.8779. 
 

Check here for the Pinellas County recycle guide.   http://wwwRecycle Guide 
 

WATER AND SEWER 
 

The Pinellas County Utilities Department provides water services and sewage treatment for our area 
with fees  paid directly to them.  They also bill the waste collection by Waste Management.  To report 
leaks or have billing questions, call 727.464.4000.  For sewer problems, call the Community Services 
Director at 727.595.4646 ext. 123. Reclaimed water is also available from Pinellas County Utilities - 
727.464.4000 
 
For questions or comments about these issues, or issues not listed here, please contact City Hall at 
727.595.4646. 
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Are You Safe? 
Spring Driving Tips 
 
Springtime brings rain and the aftereffects of   
winter weather — potholes and uneven pave-
ment. Keep these driving tips in mind before you 
travel: 
 
Spring showers bring May flowers — and wet 
driving conditions:    
 
Slow down on slick roads, and increase your   
following distance even when mist begins to fall. 
Just a small amount of water can mix with oil and grease on the road to create slippery conditions. 
 
Share the road:  
 
Warm weather brings out motorcyclists, bicyclists and pedestrians. Understand the impact of medications on 
driving: For many people, spring means seasonal allergies. Over-the-counter allergy drugs can have side     
effects or interact with other medications to diminish your driving ability.  
 
Animal activity: 
 
Animals are incredibly active during the spring. Some are emerging from hibernation, and others are entering 
mating season. This could mean that more animals are crossing streets and roaming around. Many animals, 
especially deer, are most active at dawn or dusk. 
 
If possible, go around potholes: 
 
Deep potholes can throw your car out of alignment or worse, forcing you to buy a new wheel and a new tire. 
You may be able to file a claim (laws differ from city to city and state to state), but you you'll likely have to 
prove negligence on the part of the city  
 
Avoid driving through large puddles:  
 
Driving through water can impair your brakes, cloud your vision, or cause you to hydroplane. Keep your tires 
properly inflated: Full tires can reduce the damage caused by potholes and other road hazards. 
 
 More Spring Tips: 
 
• Check your lights: Since spring rain hinders driving visibility, make sure all your lights work, including head-

lights, taillights, backup lights, turn signals, parking lights, and brake lights. 
 
• Replace your wiper blades: Worn-out wiper blades may not be up to the task of clearing water away from 

your windshield. Check your wiper blades and replace them if necessary (usually once a year). 
 
• Check your tire pressure: Harsh winter weather can deflate your tires. Make sure you have enough air in 

them once spring rolls around. (As a bonus, proper tire pressure can also help you increase your mpg.) 
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