
City Council Work Session 
City of Belleair Beach, Florida 

Thursday, February 23, 2023 
Community Center, 6:00pm 

Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 

AGENDA 

1. Discussion of Proposed Ordinance Regarding Comprehensive Sign 
Regulations. (City Attorney Mora)

2. Discussi.on of the 2023 Comprehensive Plan DRAFT. (Vice Mayor Shirley)
• Consider proper zoning/land use for the hotel condominium parcels

3. Discussion of Revising the Marina Wait List Policy. (Mayor Gattis, cont'd)

4. Discussion of Converting to ParkMobile. (Councilmember Zabel)

5. Discussion of Placement of Bricks at the Community Center for the Belleair 
Beach Community Foundation Brick Program. (Councilmember Roberts)

6. Discussion of Right-angle Turn Located at 19th Street and Bayshore Drive.
(City Manager Riefler)

7. General Business.

Adjournment 

Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the City Council with respect to 
any matter considered at this meeting wm need a record of the proceedings and for 
such purposes may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. 
The ·law does not require the City Clerk to transcribe verbatim minutes, therefore, 
the applicant must make the necessary arrangements with a private reporter or 
private reporting firm and bear the resulting expense. Any person with a disability 
requiring reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this meeting should 
call 727-595-4646 or fax a written request to 727-593-1409. 

Patricia A. Gentry, CMC 
Citv Clerk 



ORDINANCE NO. 2022 - **

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH, 

FLORIDA, REPEALING CHAPTER 86 OF THE CITY CODE 
(SIGN REGULATIONS) IN ITS ENTIRETY; CREATING A NEW 
C

H

APTER 86 OF THE CITY CODE PROVIDING FOR 

COMPREHENSIVE SIGN REGULATIONS; MAKING RELATED 

FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION,

SEVERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Belleair Beach (the City), which became a municipality in 1950, 
is an upscale residential community situated on a barrier island which serves as home to a variety 
of families including those with children, empty-nesters, retirees, and seasonal residents; and 

WHEREAS, the City maintains a relaxed and peaceful atmosphere providing all the 
advantages of waterfront living and the chann of an old-fashioned neighborhood 

WHEREAS, the City has codified its ordinances over time into a City Code (the Code) 
which sets forth the cumulative law of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City's current sign regulations, which are codified in Chapter 86 of the 
City Code, were adopted m 1986 and were last substantially revised 21 years· ago; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council (the Council) has determined that the many changes in 
statutory and common law surrounding signs which occurred in the ensuing decades (and which 
are reviewed below) require the adoption of more comprehensive sign regulations; and 

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes § 163.3164 (26) provides that sign regulations are land 
development regulations and Florida Statutes § 163.3202(2)(f) requires the City's I.and 
development regulations to specifically set forth regulations concerning signage; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose, intent and scope of the City's signage standards and regulations 
should be detailed so as to further describe the beneficial aesthetic and other effects of the City's 
sign. standards and regulations, and to reaffirm that the sign standards and regulations are 
concerned with the secondary effects of speech, and not desjgned to censor speech or regulate the 
viewpoint of the speaker; and 

WHEREAS, to ensure content neutrality, the City's limitations on the size (area), height, 
number, spacing, and setback of signs adopted herein is based upon sign types, not content; and 

WHEREAS, the City's limitations on various types of signs are related to their context 
within the zoning districts for the parcels and properties on which they are located; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that various signs that serve as signage for particular land uses, 
such as hotel and apartment signs, are based upon content-neutral criteria in recognition of the 
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functions served by those ]and uses, but not based upon any intent to favor any particular viewpo1nt 
or control the subject matter of public discourse; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that it is appropriate to take into account the City's zoning 
districts when determining the appropriate size, number, and nature of certain sign types; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the sign standards and regulations adopted in this 
Ordinance allow adequate alternative means of communications for bot11 non-commercial and 
commercial speech; and 

WHEREAS, the sign standards adopted in this Ordinance allow and leave open such 
alternative means of speech as advertising and communications via newspaper, social media, 
website, targeted texts, physical pamphlets distributed by hand or mail, physical and web-based 
business directories, over-the-air television and streaming services, radio, direct mail, and other 
avenues of communication available in the City ofBe11eair Beach; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the provisions of this Ordinance are consistent with all 
applicable policies of the City of Belleair Beach's adopted Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the provisions of this Ordinance are consistent with the 
public interests to be served by this municipal government; and 

WHEREAS, the amendments to the current City Code contained in this Ordinance will 
not result tn incompatible land uses; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that under established Supreme Court precedent, a law 
that is content-based is subject to strict scrutiny under the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, and such law must therefore satisfy a compelling governmental interest; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that under established Supreme Court precedent, a 
compelling government interest is a higher burden than a substantial or significant governmental 
interest; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that under established Supreme Court precedent, 
aesthetics is not a compelling governmental interest but is a substantial governmental interest; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that until 2015, federal court opinions were not clear as 
to what constituted a content~based law as distinguished from a content-neutral law; and 

WHEREAS, this question was clarified ju Reed v. Town of Gilbert, Ariz., 576 U.S. 155, 
135 S. Ct. 2218, 2221, 192 L. Ed. 2d 236 (2015), wherein the United States Supreme Court, in an 
opinion authored by Justice Thomas, and joined in by Chief Justices Roberts, Scalia, Alito, 
Kennedy and Sotomayor, addJ"essed the constitutionality of a local sign ordinance that had 
different criteria for different types of temporary noncommercial si_gns; and 
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WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in Reed, the Supreme Court held that content-based 
regulation is presumptively unconstitutional and requires a compelling governmental interest; and 

WHEREAS, Reed he1d that government regulation of speech is content based if a law 
applies to particular speech because of the topic discussed or the idea or message expressed; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in Reed, the Supreme Court, held that even a purely 
directional message, which merely gives the time and location of a specific event, is one that 
conveys an idea about a specific event, so that a category for directional signs is therefore content
based, and event-based regulations are not content neutral; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in Reed, the Supreme Court held that if a sign 
regulation on its face is content-based, neither its purpose, nor function, nor justification matter, 
and the sign regulation is therefore subject to strict scrutiny and must serve a compelling 
governmental interest; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in Reed, Justice AJito in a concurring opinion, 
clarified that municipalities still have the power to enact and enforce reasonable sign regulations 
and provided a non-exhaustive list of sign rules that would not be content-based; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Ahto noted the following rules would not be content-based: (1) rules 
regulating sign ·size, which rules may distinguish among signs based upon any content-neutral 
criteria; (2) rules regulating the locations in which signs may be placed, which rules may 
distinguish between freestanding signs and those attached to buildings; (3) rules distinguishing 
between lighted and unlighted signs; (4) rules distinguishing between signs with fixed messages 
and electronic signs with messages that change; (5) rules that distinguish between the placement 
of signs on private and public property; (6) rules distinguishing between the placement of signs on 
commercial and residential property; (7) rules distinguishing between on-premises and off
premises signs; (8) rules restricting the total number of signs allowed per mile of roadway; and (9) 
rules imposing time restrictions on signs advertising a one-time event, where rules of this nature 
do not discriminate based on topic or subject and are akin to rules restricting the times within 
which oral speech or music is allowed; and 

WHEREAS1 Justice Alita further noted that in addition to regulating privately-placed 
signs, government entities may also erect their own signs consistent with the principles that allow 
governmental speech [see Pleasant Grove City v. Summum, 555 U.S. 460, 467-469 (2009)]1 and 
that government entities may install all manner of signs to promote safety, as well as directional 
signs and signs pointing out historic sites and scenic spots; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Alito observed that the Reed opinion, properly understood, will not 
prevent cities from regulating signs in a way that fully protects public safety and serves legitimate 
aesthetic objectives, including rules that ilistinguish between on-premises and off-premises signs; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that as a result of tl1e Reed decision, it is appropriate and 
necessary for local governments to review and analyze their sign standards and regulations, 
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beginning with their temporary sign standards and regulations, so as to make the necessary changes 
to conform with the holding in Reed; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in Reed the Supreme Court determined that the Town 
of Gilbert's differing treatment of Temporary Directional Signs and the two other categories of 
signs was "content-based," meaning that the Town would have to survive strict scrutiny and show 
a compelling government interest in its differing treatment of noncommercial speech as applied to 
the petitioners' use of temporary directional signs to announce the time and location of their 
services; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that Reed only involved noncommercial speech; and that 
commercial speech was not at issue in the Reed case; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that under established Supreme Court precedent, 
commercial speech may be subject to greater restrictions than noncommercial speech and that 
doctrine is true for both temporary signs as well as for permanent signs; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that in the case of City of Austin, Texas v. Reagan 
National Advertising of Austin, LLC, 142 S.Ct. 1464, 212 L.Ed.2d 418 (2022), the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that regulation of signs is not automatically content based, so that strict 
scrutiny for a violation of First Amendment free speech rights would be applicable, merely because 
to apply the regulation, a reader must ask who is speaking and what the speaker is saying; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Austin case therefore found the city's sign ordinance, which 
distinguished between on-premises and off-premises commercial signs did not violate the First 
Amendment; and 

\VHEREAS, the City recognizes that government speech is not subject to First 
Amendment scrutiny as was confirmed by the United States Supreme Court in Walker v. Texas 
Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Inc., 135 S.Ct. 2239 (2015), released in June 2015 the 
same day as the Reed decision, and that the Confederate Veterans decision has been followed as 
to government signs by the Eleventh Circuit in Mech v. School Bd. Of Palm Beach County, 806 
3d 1070 (11 th Cir. 2015), cert. denied, 137 S.Ct. 73 (2016); and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that under Florida law, whenever a portion of a statute or 
ordinance is declared unconstitutional, the remainder of the act will be pernutted to stand provided 
(1) the unconstitutional provisions can be separated from the remaining valid provisions, (2) the 
legislative purpose expressed in the valid provisions can be accomplished independently of those 
which are vojd, (3) the good and the bad features are not so inseparable in substance that it can be 
said that the legislative body would have passed the one without the other, and ( 4) an act complete 
in itself remains after the valid provisions are stricken [see Waldrup v. Dugger, 562 So. 2d 687 
(Fla. 1990)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that there have been several judicial decisions where courts 
have not given full effect to severability clauses that applied to sign regulations and where the 
courts have expressed uncertainty over whether the legislative body intended that severability 
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would apply to certain factual situations despite the presumption that would ordinaiily flow from 
lhe presence of a severability clause; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the City has consistently adopted and enacted 
severability provisions in connection with its ordinance code provisions, and that the City wishes 
to ensure that severability provisions apply to its land development regulations, including its sign 
standards; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that there be an ample record of its intention that the presence 
of a severability clause in connection with the City's sign regulations be applied to the maximum 
extent possible, even ifless speech would result from a determination that any provision is invalid 
or unconstitutional for any reason whatsoever; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that objects and devices such as grave yard and cemetery 
markers visible from a public area, vending machines or express mail drop-off boxes visible from 
a public area, decorations that do not constitute advertising visjble from a public area, artwork that 
does not constitute advertising, a building;s architectural features visible from a public area, or a 
manufacturer's or seller's markings on machinery or equipment visible from a public area, are not 
within the scope of what is intended to be regulated through "land development" regulations that 
pertain to signage under Chapter 163 of the Florida Statutes; and 

WilEREAS, the City finds that the aforesaid objects and devices are commonly excluded 
or exempted from being regulated as signs in land development regulations and sign regulations. 
and that extending a regulatory regime to such objects or devices would be inconsistent with the 
free speech clause of the First Amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that it is appropriate to prohibit certain vehicle signs simjJar to 
the prohibition suggested in Article VITI (Signs) of the Model Land Development Code for Cities 
and Counties, prepared jn 1989 for the Florida Department of Community Affairs by the UF 
College of Law' s Center for Governmental Responsibility and by a professional planner with 
Herrigar a.n<l Ray Engineering Associates, Inc.., an<l lhal is nearly identical tu§ 7,05.00(x) uf the 
Land Development Regulations of the Town of Orange Park, which were upheld against a 
constitu6onal challenge in Perkins v, Town of Orange Patk, 2006 WL 5988235 (Fla, Cir. Ct.); and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that in order to preserve the City as a desirable community in 
which to live and do business, a pleasing, visually-attractive urban environment is of foremost 
importance; and 

,VHEREAS, the City finds that the regulation of signs within the City is a highly 
contributive means by which to achieve this desired end, and that the sign standards and regulations 
in this Ordinance are prepared with the intent of enhancing the urban environment and promoting 
the continued well-being of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that Article ll, Section 7, of the Florida Constitution, as 
adopted in 1968, provides that it shall be the policy of the state to conserve aud protect its scenic 
beauty; and 
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\VHEREAS, the City finds that the regulation of signage for purposes of aesthetics is a 
substantial governmental interest and directly serves the policy articulated in Article II, Section 7, 
of the Florida Constitution, by conserving and protecting its scenic beauty; and 

,vHEREAS, the City finds that the regulation of s1gnage for purposes of aesthetics has 
long been recognized as advancing the public welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that as far back as 1954, Justice Douglas ruled in Berman v. 
Parker, 348 U.S. 26, 33 (1954) that "the concept of the public welfare is broad and inclusive," that 
the values it represents are "spiritual as well as physical, aesthetic as well as monetary," and that 
it is within the power of the legislature "to detennine that the community should be beautiful as 
well as healthy, spacious as well as clean, well balanced as well as carefully patro]]ed;" and 

·wHEREAS, the City finds tbat aesthetics is a valid basis for zoning, and that regulation 
of the size of signs and the prohibition of certain sign types can be based on aesthetic grounds 
alone as promoting the general welfare [see Merritt v. Peters, 65 So. 2d 861 (Fla. 1953); Dade 
County v. Gould, 99 So. 2d 236 (Fla. 1957); E.B. Elliott Advertising Co. v. Metropolitan Dade 
County, 425 F.2d 1141 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. dismissed, 400 U.S. 878 (1970)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the enhancement of the visual environment is critical to a 
community's image and that the sign control prindples set forth herein create a sense of character 
and ambiance that distinguishes the City as one with a commitment to maintaining and improving 
an attractive environment; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the goals, objectives and policies from planning 
documents developed over the years, demonstrate a strong, long-term commitment to maintaining 
and u,nproving the City's attractive and visual environment; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that, from a planning perspective, one of the most important 
community goals is to define and protect aesthetic resources and community character; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that, from a planning perspective, sign regulations can create 
a sense of character and ambiance that distinguishes one community from another; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that two decades ago, a growing number of local governments 
had begun prohibiting pole signs, allowing only ground signs ( also referred to as monument signs), 
and that monument signs are typically used and preferred by planned communities and 
communities that seek a distinctive image, preservation of sky views, and lower chance of fallen 
signs due to high winds, and the City also seeks to regulate pole signs for these same goals; and 

WHEREAS, the overarching purpose of the City's regulation of signs as set forth in this 
Ordinance is to promote tbe public health, safety and general welfare through a comprehensive 
system of reasonable, consistent, and nondiscriminatory sign standards and requirements; and 
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WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to enable the identification 
of places of residence and business and to allow for the communication of infonnation necessary 
for the conduct of commeroe; and 

,1/HEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to lessen hazardous 
situations, confusion and visual clutter caused by proliferation, improper placement, -illumination, 
animation and excessive height, area and bulk of signs which compete for the attention of 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations m this Ordmance are intended to enhance the 
attractiveness and economic well-being of the City as a place to live, vacation and conduct 
business; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to protect the public from 
the dangers of unsafe signs; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to permit signs that are 
compatible with their surroundings and aid orientation, and to preclude placement of signs in a 
manner that conceals or obstructs adjacent land uses or signs; and 

WHEREAS, the sign -regulations in this Ordinance are intended t-o encourage signs that 
are appropriate to the zoning district in which they are located and consistent with the category of 
use to which they pertain; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to curtail the size and 
number of signs and sign messages to the minimum reasonably necessary to identify a residential 
or business location and the nature of any such business; and. 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to establish sign size limits 
which are in relationship to the scale of the lot and building on which the sign -is to be placed or to 
which it pertains; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to preclude signs from 
conflicting with the principal permitted use of the site or adjoining sjtes; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to regulate signs in a 
manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct vision of or distract motorists, bicyclists or pedestrians; 
and 

WHEREAS, the sign Tegulations in this Ordinance are intended to require signs to be 
constructed, insta1Ied and maintained in a safe and satisfactory manner; and 

WHEREAS, the sign regulations in this Ordinance are intended to preserve and enhance 
the natural and scenic characteristics of this rural community tranquil natural beauty is a major 
element of the City's economy and identity; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the City has adopted a land development code in 
order to implement its comprehensive plan, and to COID..£1.¥. with the minimum requirements in the 
State of Florida's Growth Management Act, \D I ~ t le ., {rrl., I including the regulation 
of sigi1age and future land uses; and 

WHEREAS, the City's Land Development Code, including its signage regulations, is 
intended to maintain and improve the quality oflife for all citizens of the City; and 

WHEREAS, in meeting the purposes and goals set forth in these exordial clauses, it is 
appropriate to prohibit and/or to continue to prohibit certain sign types; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that billboards detract from the natural and manmade beauty 
of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the CHy agrees with the detennination of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects that billboards tend to deface nearby natural or built rural or urban scenery; and 

WHEREAS, the City agrees with the Sierra Club's opposition to billboard development 
and proliferation; and 

\VHEREAS, the City agrees with the American Society of Civil Engineers Policy 
Statement 1 17 on Aesthetics that aesthetic quality should be an element of the planning, design, 
construction1 operations, maintenance, renovation, rehabilitation, reconstruction, and security 
enhancement of the built environment; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that states such as Vermont, Alaska, Maine, and Hawaii 
have prohibited the construction of billboards in their states and are now billboard-free in an effort 
to promote aesthetics and scenic beauty; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the prohibition of the construction of billboards and certain 
other sign types, as well as the establishment and continuation of height, size and other standards 
for on-premise signs, is consistent with the policy set forth in the Florida Constitution that it shall 
be the policy of the state to conserve and protect its scenic beauty; and 

WHEREAS, the City agrees with courts that have recognized that outdoor advertising 
signs tend to interrupt what would otherwise be the natural landscape as seen from the highway, 
whether the view is untouched or ravished by man, and that it would be unreasonable and illogical 
to conclude that an area is too unattractive to justify aesthetic improvement [E. B. Elliott Adv. Co. 
v. MetropolitanDade County, 425 F.2d 1141 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. dismissed, 400 U.S. 878 (1970); 
and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that local governments may separately classify off-site 
and on-site advertising signs in talcing steps to minimize visual pollution [see City of Lake Wales 
v. Lamar Advertising Association ofLakelandFlorida, 414 So.2d 1030, 1032 (Fla. 1982)]; and 
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WHEREAS, the City finds that billboards attract the attention of drivers passing by the 
billboards, thereby adversely affecting traffic safety and constituting a public nuisance and a 
noxious use of the land on which the billboards are erected; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds and recognizes that billboards are a form of advertisement 
designed to be seen without the exercise of choice or volition on the part of the observer, unlike 
other fortns of advertising that are ordinarily seen as a matter of choice on the part of the observer 
[see Packer v. Utah, 285 U.S. 105 (1932)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City acknowledges that the United States Supreme Court and many 
federal courts have accepted legislative judgments and determinations that the prohibition of 
bil1boards promotes traffic safety and the aesthetics of the surrounding area. [see MarkhamAdver. 
Co. v. State, 73 Wash.2d 405,439 P.2d 248 (1969), appeal dismissed, 439 U.S. 808 (1978); Suffolk 
Outdoor Adver. Co. , Inc. v. Hulse, 43 N.Y.2d 483, 372 N.E.2d 263 (1977), appeal dismissed, 439 
U.S. 808 (1978); Metromedia, Inc. v. City of San Diego, 453 U.S. 490, 509-510 (1981); }.{embers 
of the City Council of the City of Los Angeles v. Taxpayers for Vincent, 466 U.S. 789, 806-807 
(1984), City of Cincinnati v. Discovery Network, Inc., 507 U.S. 410 (1993); National Advertising 
Co. v. City and County of Denver, 912 F.2d405, 409 (10th Cir. 1990), and Outdoor Systems, Inc. 
v. City of Lenexa, 67 F. Supp. 2d 1231, 1239 (D. Kan. 1999)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds and recognizes that on-site business signs (including hotel and 
apartment signs) are considered to be part of the business itself, as distinguished from off-site 
outdoor advertising signs, and that it is well-recognized that the unique nature of outdoor 
advertising and the nuisances fostered by billboard signs justify the separate classification of such 
structures for the purposes of governmental regulation and restrictions [see E. B. Elliott Adv. Co. 
v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 1141, 1153 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. denied, 400 U.S. 878 
(1970)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that billboard signs are public nuisances given their adverse 
impact on both traffic safety and aesthetics; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that billboards are a traffic hazard and impair the beauty of the 
surrounding area, and the prohibition of the construction of billboards will reduce these harms [ see 
Outdoor Systems, inc. v. City of Lenexa, 67 F.Supp.2d 1231 , 1239 (D. Kan. 1999)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that Scenic America, Inc. recommends improvements in 
the scenic character of a community's landscape and appearance by prohibiting the construction 
of billboards, and by setting height, size and other standards for on-premise signs [see Scenic 
America's Seven Principles for Scenic Conservation, Principle #5]; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that hundreds of Florida communities have adopted 
ordinances prohibiting the construction of billboards in their communities in order to achieve 
aesthetic, beautification, traffic safety, and/ot other related goals; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that in order to preserve, protect and promote the safety and 
general welfare of the residents of the City, it is necessary to regulate off-site advertising signs, 
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commonly known as billboard signs or billboards, so as to prohibit the construction of billboards 
in all zoning dis1ricts, and to provide that the foregoing provisions shall be severable; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the prohibition of bjllboards as set forth herein will 
improve the beauty of t11e City, foster overa11 improvement to the aesthetic and visual appearance 
of the City, preserve and open up areas for beautification on public property adjoining the public 
roadways, increase the visibility, readability and/or effectiveness of on-site signs by reducing 
and/or diminishing the visual clutter of off-site signs, enhance the City as an attractive place to 
live and/or work, reduce blighting influences, and improve traffic safety by reducing driver 
distractions; and 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to assure that billboards are effectively prohibited as a sign
type within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that anything beside the road which tends to distract the driver 
of a motor vehicle directly affects traffic safety, and that signs, which divert the attention of the 
driver and occupants of motor vehicles from the highway to objects away from it, may reasonably 
be found to increase the danger of accidents, and agrees with the courts that have reached the same 
detennination [see In re Opinion of the Justices, 103 N.H. 268, 169 A.2d 762 (1961); Newman 
Signs, Inc. v. Hjelle, 268 N.W.2d 741 (N.D.1978)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City acknowledges that the Seven Justices' views in Metromedia, as 
expressly recognized in the later Supreme Court decisions in Taxpayers for Vincent and Discove,y 
Network, have never been overturned; and that more than a dozen published Circuit Court of 
Appeal decisions followed Metromedia on the permissible distinction between onsite signs and 
offsite signs-when it comes to government's substantial interest in prohibiting the latter sign type 
(the offsite sign); and 

WHEREAS, consistent with the foregoing exordia1 clauses, the business of outdoor 
advertising should be a prohibited use in each of the City's zoning districts and in all of the City's 
zoning districts; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds and determines that it is appropriate to prohibit discontinued 
signs and/or sign structures because the same visua11y degrade the community character and are 
inconsistent with the general principles and purposes of the regulations as set forth in this 
Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that under state law, which may be more permissive than local 
law, a nonconfonning sign is deemed ' 'discontinued" when it is not operated and maintained for a 
set period of time, and the following conditions under Chapter 14-10, Florida Administrative Code, 
shall be considered failure to operate and maintain the sign so as to render it a discontinued sign; 
(1) signs displaying only an "available for lease" or similar message; (2) signs displaying 
advertising for a product or service which -is no longer available; or (3) signs which are blank or 
do not identify a particular product, service, or facility; and 
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WHEREAS, the City finds that it is appropriate to specify that in addition to land 
development regulations identified this Ordinance, s:igns shall comply with a11 applicable building 
and electrical code requirements; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that it has allowed noncommercial speech to appear 
wherever commercial speech appears; and desires to continue that practice through the specific 
inclusion of a substitution clause that expressly allows non-commercial messages to be substituted 
for commercial messages; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that by confirming in this Ordinance that noncommercial 
messages are allowed wherever commercial messages are pem1itted, it will continue to overcome 
an.y constitutional objection that its ordinance impermissibly favors commercial speech 
noncommercial speech [see Outdoor Systems, Inc. v. O'ty of Lenexa, 67 F. Supp. 2d 1231 , 1236-
1237 (D. Kan. 1999)]; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the district court in Granite State Outdoor Advertising, 
Inc. v. Clearwater, Fla. (Granite-Clearwater), 213 F.Supp.2d 1312 (M.D. Fla. 2002), aff'd in part 
and rev'd in part on other grounds, 351 F.3d 1112 (11 th Cir. 2003), cert. denied, 543 U.S. 813 
(2004), cited the severability provisions of that city's code as a basis for severing isolated portions 
of sign regulations in its Land Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City ·finds that under Florida law, whenever a portion of a statute or 
ordinance is declared unconstitutional, the remainder of the act will be permitted to stand provided: 
(1) the unconstitutional provisions can be separated from the remaining valid provisions, (2) the 
legislative purpose expressed in the valid provisions can be accomplished independently of those 
which are void, (3) the good and the bad features are not so inseparable in substance that it can be 
said that the legislative body would have passed the one without the other, and (4) an act complete 
in itselfremains after the valid provisions are stricken [see, e.g., Waldrup v. Dugger, 562 So, 2d 
687 (Fla. 1990)}; and 

WHEREAS, the City has consistently included severability provisions in its ordinances, 
and it wishes to ensure that severability provisions apply to its land development regulations, 
including this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires there to be an ample record of its intention that the presence 
of a severability clause in connection with its sign regulations be applied to the maximum extent 
possible, even if less speech would result from a determination that any exceptions, limitations, 
variances or other provisions are invalid or unconstitutional for any reason whatsoever; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that it is appropriate to allow for the display of allowable 
temporary sigJ1age without any prior restraint or permit requirement; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that when an application for a pennanent sign is deemed denied 
that the applicant shall have an avenue to immediately request in writing a written explanation as 
to why the application was not approved and the City shall promptly respond in writing and provide 
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the reason(s) the application was not approved (see Covenant Media of South Carolina, LLC v. 
City of North Charleston, 493 F.3d 421, 435-437 (4th Cir. 2007)); and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that an applicant for a sign permit who is aggrieved by the 
decision of the permitting official, or aggrieved by any failure by the permitting official or by any 
other City official to act upon a sign pennit application in accordance with the LDC, must have 
the right to seek judicial review of the final decision of the City by the Circuit Court of the Sixth 
Judicial Circuit in and for Pinellas County, Florid~ or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, 
filed in accordance with the requirements of law, seeking such appropriate remedy as may be 
available; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that an applicant shall have access to prompt judicial relief in 
the circumstances where applicant's sign permit application is either denied, deemed denied or not 
approved in a timely manner, as set forth in the City's sign permitting regulations, and 
acknowledges that the display of temporary signs in compliance with the City's sign standards and 
regulations is not subject to any permitting whatsoever; and 

WHEREAS, the Council therefore finds that it is in the best interests of the City, and its 
citizens, property owners and businesses to adopt this Ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Belleair 
Beach, Florida, that: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 86 (Signs) of the Belleair Beach City Code is hereby repealed iT1 its 

entirety. 

SECTION 2. A new Chapter 86 of the Belleair Beach City Code, to be entitled Sign 

Regulations, is hereby created as follows: 

Chapter 86 - SIGN REGULATIONS 

Sec. 86-1. - Defin.itions. 

Abandoned or discontinued sign or sign structure. A si g:n or sign structure is considered abandoned 
or discontinued when its owner fails to operate or maintain a sign for a period of at least sixtv (601 
days. The followine conditions shall be considered as the failure to operate or maintain a sign: 

(1) a silffi displaying advertising for a product or service which is no longer available or 
displaying advertising for a business which is no longer licensed. or 

(2) a si.1!11 which is blank. This definition includes si2ns on which is advertised a business 
that is no lom!er licensed. no longer has a certificate of occupancy, or is no longer doing 
business at that location or any other sil?n for any purpose for which the purpose has lagsed. 
If the sil!Il is a conforminrt sign in compliance with building codes and all other applicable 
citv codes. then onlv the sign face will be considered abandoned. 
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Advertising means any commercial sign copy intended to aid. directly or indirectly, in the sale, use 
or promotion of a product. conunodity. service. sales event. activity. entertainment. or real or 
personal property. 

Advertising vessel means any boat. watercrafts. motorboat. sailboat, rowboat, dingy. canoe. 
airboat. houseboat. barge. floating structure, floating home or any contrivance of any nature 
whatsoever which is waterborne. whether or not the same is capable of moving under its own 
power or bv sail. which is displavimt advertising upon any waters. waterwavs, marine area or other 
waters within the citv's jurisdictional limits, which advertising is visible to others from either land 
or water. To be deemed an advertising vessel, one of the following conditions must be met: 

( 1) The vessel contains advertising for one or more different business entities: 

(2) The vessel contains advertising for a business entity which is not the majority owner of 
the vessel; 

(3) The vessel is operated continuouslv without stopping while displaying some form of 
general advertisement: 

(4) The vessel is driven in a repetitive back-and-forth. oval, or similar pattern: 

(5) The vessel is capable of automatically chanf!:ing the advertising messages displayed 
without stopping: or 

( 6) The vessel lacks the abllitv to serve any pum ose other than advertising. 

Animated sign means a si2n which includes action, motion. or color changes, or.the optica1 illusion 
of action. motion, or color changes. including signs using electronic ink. signs set in motion bv 
movement of the atmosphere. or made up of a series of sections that tum. including anv type of 
screen using animated or scrollin!! displavs. such as an LED (1ight emittine diode) screen or any 
other type of video display. 

Architectural detail or embellishment means anv projection. relief, change of material . window or 
door opening. exterior lighting. inlay. or other exterior building, features not specifically classified 
as a sign. The tennjncludes. but is not limited to. relief or inlay features or patterns that distinguish 
window or door openings, exterior lightine. that frames buildin$! features. and changes in fa~ade 
materials to create an architectural effect. 

Atea o( sign means the square foot area within a continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits 
of the sign display, includin~ any frame or border. Curved. spherical. or anv other shaped sign face 
shall be computed on the basis of the actual surface area. In the case of painted wall signs composed 
of letters. shapes, or figures, or skeleton letters mounted without a border. the sign area shall be 
the area of the smallest rectangle or other geometric figure that would enclose all of the letters, 
shapes and figures. The calculation for a double~faced sign shall be the area of one face onlv. 
Double-faced signs shall be so constructed that the perimeter ofboth faces coincide and are parallel 
and not more than twent, -four ( 24) inches apart. 
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Artwork means a two-or three-dimensional representation of a creative idea that is expressed in an 
art form but does not convey the name of the business or a commercial message. If displaved as 
a two-dimensional r epresentation on a flat surface. the same shall not exceed onl!-guarter ( I 14 ) of 
the total surface area: however. if di.splaved on a flat surface oriented to a federal-aid ·primary 
highway. the same shall not exceed one-half ( 1/2) of the total surface area. All outdoor artwork 
shall conform to the maximum heil!ht restrictions of sil!IlS within the di.strict. All outdoor artwork 
shall also conform to any applicable buildinQ code and safetv standards. 

Attached sign means any sign attached to. on. or supported bv anv part of a building (e.g .. walls.. 
awning. windows, or canopv). which encloses or covers useable space. 

Awning means any secondary coverine attached to the exterior wall of a building. It is typical1y 
composed of canvas woven of acrylic, cotton or polvester yarn. or vinvl laminated to polvester 
fabric that is stretched tightly over a light structure of aluminum. iron or steel or wood. 

Awning sign or canopv sign means any sign that is a part of or printed, stamped. stitched or 
otherwise applied onto a protective awning. canopy. or other fabric. plastic. or structural protective 
cover over a door. entrance, window. or outdoor service area. A marquee is not a canopy. 

Banner means a temporary si® made of wind and weather resistant cloth or other lightweight 
material. intended to hang either with or without frames or in some other manner as not to be wind 
activated. and possessing characters, letters. illustrations, or ornamentations applied to paper. 
plastic or fabric of any kind. Flags shall not be considered banners for the purpose of this definition. 

Banner. vertical streetlight means a temporarv government sign made of wind and weather 
resistant cloth or other lightweight material. displaying government speech and hung in the public 
right-of-wav from rods and brackets attached to a government-owned streetlirilit pole. 

Beacon sign means a stationarv or revolvint! l ight which flashes or pro jects illumination, single 
color or muJticolored. in anv manner whicb has the effect of attracting or divertine attention. 
except. however, this term does not include any kind of lightin2 device which is required or 
necessary wider the safetv regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration or other similar 
governmental agency. This definition does not apply to anv similar type of lighting device 
contained entirel v within a structure and which does not project li cl:it to the exterior of the structure. 

Bench/bus shelter sign means a bench or bus shelter upon which a sign is drawn. painted. printed, 
or othenvise affixed thereto. 

Billboard means an advertising.sign or other commercial sfa.n which directs attention to a business. 
cornmoditv, service. entertainment or attraction sold. produced. offered or furnished at a place 
other than upon the same lot where such sign is displayed. 

Building means a structure having a roof supported by columns or walls. that is designed or built 
for support. enclosure. shelter or protection of anv kind. 

Building official. means the individual responsible for the administration, interoretation and 
enforcement of the building codes of the cilv. 
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Business establishment means any individual person. nonprofit organization. partnership. 
cornoration. other organization or legal entity holding a valid city occupational license and/or 
occupyine. distinct and separate phvsical space and located in a business activitv zoning district. 

Bus stop infonnational sign means a freestanding or attached noncommercial eovernment si!Ul 
erected by a public transit agency. which is located at an official bus stop and providing 
information as to the route. hours or times of service. 

Cabinet ,sign means a sig.n that contains all the text and/or logo symbols within a single enclosed 
cabinet and may or may not be illuminated. 

Canopv means an overhead roof or structure that is able to provide shade or shelter. 

Canopv sign means a -permanent sign which is suspended from. attached to. supported from. 
printed on. or forms a part of a canopy. 

Changeable copy/message sign means a sign with the capability of content change bv means of 
manual or remote input, including the following types: 

( 1 ) Manuall}1 activated. Changeable sign whose message copy can be changed manually 
on a display surface. 

(2) Electronicallv activated. Changeable si1m whose message copy or content can be 
chamred by means of remote electrically energized on-off switching combinations of 
alphabetic or pictographic components arranged on a clisplay surface. illumination may be 
integral to the components. such as characterized bv lamps or other li!ilit-emittin2 devices. 
or may be from an external light source designed to reflect off of the changeable component 
disnlay. See also Electronic message sign. 

Character means any symbol, mark, logo, or inscription. 

Color means any distinct tint. hue or shade including white. black or gray. 

Commercial mascot means humans or animals used as advertising devices for commercial 
establlshments. typically b y the holding of a separate sign or wearing of insignia, masks or 
costumes associated with the commercial establishment. This definition includes sign twirlers, 
sign clowns. etc. 

Commercial message means any sign wording. logo, or other representation or image that directly 
or indirectlv names, advertises. or calls attention to a product. service. sale or sales event or other 
commercial activity. 

Cop}' means the linguistic or !!raphic content of a sign. 

Damaged sign means a sign missing more than ten percent of one or more sides of a sign face. 

Decoration means anv decoration Visible from a public area that does not include letterin~ or text 
and is not displayed for commercial advertising. 
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Double-laced sign means a sign which has two display surfaces backed against the same 
background. one face of which is designed to be seen from one direction and the other from the 
opposite direction. everv point on which face beine either in contact with the other face or in 
contact with the same background. 

Electronic message sign means an electronically activated changeable copv sign whose variable 
message capability can be electronically programmed. 

Erect means to construct. build. raise. assemble, place. affix, attach. create; paint, draw, or in any 
way bring into being or establish: but it does not include anv of the foregoing activities when 
performed as an incident to the change of advertising message or customary maintenance or repair 
of a sim. 

Facade means the exterior wall of a building exposed to public view or that wall viewed by persons 
not within the building. 

Feather sign or flutter sign means a sign extendin£ in a sleeve-like fashion down a telescoping or 
fixed pole that is mounted in the izround or on a building or stand. A feather sign or flutter sign is 
usuall v shaped like a sail or feather. and attached to the pole support on one verticaJ side. 

Fence means an artificially constructed barrier of anv material or combination of materials erected 
to enclose or screen areas of land. 

Fixed aerial advertising sign means anv aerial advertising medium that is tethered to. or controlled 
from the ground. 

Flag means a temporary sign consisting of a piece of cloth, fabric or other non-rigid material. 

Flag pole means a pole on which to raise a flag. A flae pole is not a pole sign. 

Flashing sign means anv illuminated sign on which the artificial source of light is not maintained 
stationary or constant in intensitv and color at all times when such sign is illuminated. For the 
purposes of this definition. any moving illuminated sign affected by intermittent Ifahting sbaJl be 
deemed a flashing sign. 

Foot-candle means a unit of measure of luminosity of a surface that is evervwhere one foot from 
a uniform point source of light of one candle and equal to one lumen per square foot. 

Footlambert means the centimeter gram second unit of brightness equal to the bri2btness of a 
perfect! v diffused surface that radiates or reflects one lumen per square centimeter. 

Free-standing (ground) sign means a detached sign which shall include any signs supported by 
upricllts or braces placed unon or in or supported by the !?round and not attached to any building. 
A free-standing (ground) siRn mav be a pole sign or a monument sign. 

Frontage means that allowable si lffi area shall be measured according_ to the followin!! standards: 

(1) For sincle or two business establishment buildings fronting one public right-of-wav. 
measurement shall be taken parallel to that property line abuttine the ritilit-of-wav with 
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perpendicular witness lines extending to the farthest distant comers of the structure when 
measuring building frontage or similarly to the farthest distant property comers when 
measuring lot frontage. Lot frontage shall not be used for the purposes of calculatml!: sien 
area where two business establishments occupy one structure. 

(?) For sing.le and two business establishment buildings (includin!!" hotels) fronting on more 
than one public right-of-way. measurement shall be taken as Per subsection (1 ) of this 
definition using that rigbt-of-wa\l for wruch the primarv and foremost portion of each 
business establishment faces. Lot frontage shall not be used for the purposes of calculating 
sign area where two business_establishments occupy one structure. 

(3) For business establishments located within a shopping or business center other than an 
interior business establishment as defined in this section, measurement shall be taken 
parallel to and equal in length to a line connecting the farthest distant comers of the 
business establishment's primary and foremost direction of pubJic access. Generally. the 
primary and foremost direction of public access shall face the center's common parkine. 
faciUtv or a public right-of-way. 

Government sign or statutory sign shall mean any temporarv or permanent sign erected by or on 
the order of a public official or quasi-public entitv at the federal. state or local government level 
in the performance of any duty includin2., but not limited to. noncommercial sifmS identifyine a 
government building, program or service (including bus or other public transit services). traffic 
control signs. street name sims, street address signs, warning signs, safetv signs, inf01mational 
signs, traffic or other directional signs, public notices of 2.ovemment events or actions. proposed 
changes ofland use. any proposed rezoning. or anv other government speech. This term includes 
si1ms erected on government property pursuant to lease, license, concession or similar agreements 
requmng or authorizing such signs. 

Ground level means the averal!e grade within a 25-foot radius of the sign base on a parcel ofland, 
exclusive of any fillin2.. berming, mounding or excavating.solely for the purpose oflocating a siim. 
Ground level on marine docks or floating structures shall be the average grade of the landward 
portion of the adjoining_ parcel. 

Holographic displaF sign means an advertising display that creates a ihree-dimensional image 
tbtougb projection. OLED ( organic light emitting diode). or any similar technology. 

Illuminated sign means anv sign or portion thereof which is illuminated bv artificial light, either 
from an interior or exterior source. including outline. reflective or phosphorescent ligllt (includin}! 
but not limited to plasma or laser). whether or not the source of light is directly affixed as part of 
the sign. and shall also include si!!lls with reflectors that depend upon sunlight or automobile 
headlights for an image. 

lndirectfr illuminated sign means anv sign. the facing of which reflects light from a source 
intentionallv directed upon it. 

Inflatable or balloon sign means a sign consisting, of a flexible envelope of nonp orous materials 
that i.rnins its shape from inserted air or other 2.as. 

17 



Ingress and egress sign shall mean a sign at the entrance to_ or exit from a parcel necessan> to 
provide directions for vehicular traffic and provide a warning for pedestrian and/or vehicular traffic 
safety. 

Internally illuminated sign means any sign which has the source of licllt not visible to the eye and 
entirely enclosed within the sign. 

Land means "land'' including ''water". "marsh" or "swamp.,, 

LED sign means anv sign or portion thereof that uses ligbt emitting diode technology or other 
similar semiconductor technology to produce an illuminated image, picture. or message of any 
.lcind whether the image> gicture. or message is moving or stationazy. This type of sign lncludes 
any sign that uses LED technology of anv kind whether conventional {using discrete LEDs), 
surface mounted {otherwise known as individually mounted LEDs), transmissive. organic Jight 
emitting diodes {OLED). light emittine polvmer (LEP). organic electro luminescence (OEL), or 
any similar technology. 

Location means a lot, premises. building,. wall or anv place whatsoever upon which a sign is 
located. 

Lollipo12 sign means a sign which is attached to any pole(s) or stake{s) that is designed to be driven 
into the ground and which is not stabilized into the ground or affixed in place b y anv device other 
than the stake to which the sign is attached. 

Machine111 and equipment sign means anv si 2.tl that is integral to the machinery or equipment and 
that identifies the manufacturer of the machinen,- or eguipment that :is placed on the machinery or 
equipment at the factory at the time of manufacture. 

Maintenance, in the context of this chapter. means the repairing or repainting of a portion of a sign 
or siE!Il structure, periodicallv changing chan£.eable copy. or renewin!! copy. which bas been made 
unusable b y ordinary wear. 

Marquee means any permanent wall or roof-like structure pro jecting beyond a building or 
extending along and projecting beyond the wall of the building. generally desi1med and constructed 
to provide protection from the weather. A Marquee is not an awning or canopy. 

Marquee sign means any sien painted or printed onto or otherwise attached to a marquee. 

Monopole means a vertical self-supporting structure. not guyed, made of spin-cast concrete. 
concrete, steel or similar material. presenting a solid appearance. 

Monument sign means a type of freestanding sign that ls not supported b v a pole structure and is 
placed upon the ground independent of support from the face of a building and that is constructed 
of a solid material such as wood. masonrv or high-densitv urethane. 

Multi-prism or tri-visionsign means a sign made with a series of trian21.1lar sections that rotate and 
stop. or index. to show multiple images or messages in the same area at different times. 
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Mobile billboard advertising means anv vehicle. or wheeled convevance which carries. conveys, 
pulls. or transports anv siErn. or billboard for the primary purpose of advertising. 

Nonconforming sign means any sign that was valid1v installed under laws or ordinances in effect 
prior to the effective date of the LDC or subsequent amendments. but which is in conflict with the 
provisions of the LDC. 

Nonconforming use means any use of a building or structure which, at the time of the 
commencement of the use. was a permitted use in the zoning district until the effective date of the 
LDC, but which does not. on the effective date of the LDC or amendment thereto . conform to anv 
one of the current permitted uses of the zoning district in which it is located. Such nonconforming 
use mav be referred to as a nonoonformit) . 

O{[site/o(fpremises commercial advertising means anon-accessory billboard or sign which directs 
attention to a business. commodity. service. entertainment. or attraction that is sold, offered or 
existing elsewhere than upon the same lot where such sign is displayed. 

Offsiteloff-.premises commercial sign means a non-accessorv billboard or sign that displays offsite 
commercial advertising. 

On-site sign means any commercial sim which directs attention to a commercial or industrial 
occupancy. establishment. commoditv. aood. product. service or other commercial or industrial 
activity conducted, sold or offered upon the site where the sign is maintained. The on-site/off-site 
distinction applies only to commercial message signs. For purposes of this chapter. all signs with 
noncommercial speech messages shall be deemed to be '(on-site." regardless oflocation. 

Owner means a:nv prui or joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership, joint tenant or 
tenant bv the entiretv with legal or beneficial title to whole or part of a building or land. 

P ennant means anv pieces or series of pieces of cloth. plastic. paper or other material attached in 
a row at only one or more edges. orby one or more comers (the remainder han iring loosely) to anv 
wire. cord. strim~. rope. or similar device. The term includes. but is not limited to. string pennants. 
streamers, splnners, ribbons and tinsel. 

Permanent interior sign means that iflocated on a window or within a distance equal to the greatest 
dimension of the window and if able to view from the exterior. it shall be considered an exterior 
sig,n for purposes of this chapter. excluding window sitm allowance. 

Permanent sign means anv sign which is intended to be and is so constructed as to be of lasting 
and endllri.ng condition. remaining unchanged in character. condition (beyond normal wear and 
tear} and position and in a pe1manent manner affixed to the ground. wall or building. Unless 
otherwise provided for herein. a sign other than a temporarv sign shall be deemed a permanent 
sign unless otherwise indicated elsewhere in this chapter. 

Person means any person, individual. public or private corporation. firm. association. joint 
venture. partnership. mumclpality, Q.overnmental agencv. political subdivision. public officer or 
any other entity whatsoever or any combination of such., jointly or severally 
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Pole sign means a permanent ground sign that is supported by one or more poles more than four 
feet in height and otherwise separated from the ground bv air. 

Portable sis.rn means anv sign~ banner. or poster that is not pennanentl v attached to the ground or 
to a structure that is attached to the ground or a sign capable of being transported. including, but 
not limited to, signs designed to be transported by means of wheels or carried bv a person. and 
signs converted to an A-Frame sign or a T-frame sign. For purposes of this chapter. a cold air 
inflatable sig.n shall be considered to be a portable sign. 

Proiected light sign means a sign which is generated from a light source which projects a static or 
changeable image, text, logo 0r other image onto a building's surface. 

Proiecting sign means any sign affixed perpendicular, or at anv angle to a building or wall in such 
a manner that its leading edge extends more than twel vc (12) inches beyond the surface of such 
building or wall. Standard channel set letters on signs do not render a sign a pro jectinl! sign. 

Propertv means the overall area represented bv the outside boundaries of a parcel of land or 
development containinrt one or more business establishments and/or residential units. 

Right-of wav means the area of a higbwav. road, street. wav. parkwav. electric transmission line, 
gas pipeline. water main. storm or sanitary sewer main. or other such strip of ]and reserved for 
public use, whether established by prescription, easement. dedication, ~ ft. purchase. eminent 
domain or any other legal means. 

Roo/line means either the edge of the roof or the top of the parapet, whichever forms the top line 
of the building silhouette and. where a building has several roof levels. this roof or parapet shall 
be the one belonein!! to that portion of the building on whose wall the sign is located. 

Roo[ sign means any sign which is mounted on the roof of a buildine or which extends above the 
top edge of the wall of a flat roofed building. the eave line of a building with a hip. gambrel. or 
gable roof 

Rotating sign (or revolving sign) means an animated si$!11 that revolves or turns or has external 
sign elements that revolve or tum. Such sign may be power-driven or propelled by the force of 
wind or air. 

Sandwich board sign means a portable, freestanding, movable and double-faced shm not 
exceeding thirtv-two {32) inches wide and forty-eight {48) inches high. 

Sign means any device. fixture. placard or structure. including its component parts, which draws 
attention to an obiect, product, place, activity. opinion.. person, institution. oi;ganization. or place 
of business, or which identifies or promotes the interests of any person and which is to be viewed 
from anv public street. road. highway, rii!ht-of-way or parking area. For the purooses of this 
chapter. the term Sign sha11 include all structural members. A sign shaU be construed to be a displav 
surface or device containinQ. ornanized and related elements composed to fonn a sin2le unit. In 
cases where matter is displayed in a random or unconnected manner without organized relationship 
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of the components. each such component shall be considered to be· a single sign. The term Sign 
for pUIJ?oses of this chapter shall not include the following. objects: 

1. Decorative or structural architectural features of buildings (not including lettering, 
trademarks or moving parts): 

2. Symbols of noncommercial organizations or concepts including_ but not limited to. 
reli!!ious or political svmbols. when such are permanently embedded or integrated into the 
structure of a permanent building which is otherwise legal : 

3. Items or devices of personal appareL decoration or appearance. includin.2. tattoos. 
makeup, costumes (but not including, commercial mascots ): 

4. Manufacturers' or seller's marks on machinerv or equipment visib1e from a public area; 

5. The display or use of fire. fireworks or candles: 

6. motor vehicle or vessel license plates or registration insignia; 

7. Grave stones and cemetery markers visible from a public area: 

8. Newsracks and newsstands; 

9. Artworlc that does not constitute advertising visible from a public area: 

10. Decorations that do,not constitute advertising visible from a public area: 

11. Vending machines or express mail drop-off boxes visible from a public area. 

Sign height means the vertical distance from the average finished grade of the ground below the 
sien excluding any filling, henning. mounding or excavating solely for the purposes of increasing. 
the height of the sign. to the top edge of the hi!!hest portion of the sign. The base or structure 
erected to support or adorn a monument. po]eor other freestandin e. sign is measured as part of the 
sign height. 

Sign size means area o[ sirp1 . 

Sign structure means any structure which is designed specificallv for the purposes of supporting a 
sign. This definition shall include decorntive covers, braces, wires,. supports. or components 
attached to or placed around the sign structure. 

Snipe sign means a si lm made of any material when such sign is tacked, nailed. posted. pasted. 
glued or otherwise attached to or placed on public propertv such as but not limited to a public 
utilitv pole. a public street sign, a public utilitv box. a public fire hvdrant. a public riclit-of way, 
public street furniture, or other public property: except for A-frame and T-frame signs that are 
temporarily placed on public propertv under such limitations and constraints as may be set forth 
in the Land Development Code. 

Street means a right-of-wav for vehicular traffic. designated as an alley. avenue. boulevard. court. 
drive. ex.presswav. hi!!hwav. lane. road. street. or thoroughfare (also referred to as roadwa'l). A 
street mav be dedicated to the oublic or maintained in private ov,1nership. but open to the public. 
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Street address sign means any sign denoting the street address of the premises on which it is 
attached or located. 

Structure means anything_ constructecl insta11ed or portable_ the use of which requires location on 
land. It includes a movable building which can be used for housing. business., commercial, 
agyicultural or office purposes, either temporarily or permanentlv. It also includes roads. 
walk:wavs. paths. fences, swimmin.12 pools. tennis courts, poles. tracks. pipelines. transmission 
lines. signs, cisterns, sheds. docks, sewage treatment plants and other accessory construction. 

Substantial damage means damage to a structure. the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty (50) 
percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 

Temporan' sign means a sig11 intended for a use not pennanent in nature. Unless otherwise 
provided for in the LDC. a sign with an intended use for a period of time related to an event or 
occurrence at a future time shall be deemed a temporary sign. Such events could include, but are 
not limited to. scheduled community athletic or charity events. contractor notices of construction 
projects in progress, elections scheduled to occur in the future. or sales or leases of real property. 
goods or services by retailers. Realtors or lndivlduals where same will be completed by some 
future date or upon the completion of the lease or sale. A flag shall be deemed a temporary sign. 
A si 1m advertislng a reduced price or other promotional benefit associated with a product or service 
sold or offered on a parcel shall not constitute a temporary sign. 

Traffic control device sign means anv governmental/statutory sign located within the right-of-wav 
that is used as a traffic control device and that is described and identified in the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and approved by the Federal Hieb.way Administrator as the 
National Standard. A traffic control device sign includes those e:overnment signs that are classified 
and defined bv their function as regulatory signs (that give notice of traffic laws or regulations). 
warning signs (that give notice of a situation that might not readily be apparent}. and guide sil!Ils 
(that show route designations. directions. distances. services. points of interest, and other 
geographical. recreationaL or cultural information). 

Trailer sign means any sign that is affixed to ox placed on a traileI or other portable device that 
may be pulled by a vehlcle. 

Umbrella sign means a sign printed on umbrellas used for legal outdoor eating and drinking 
establlshments. push-carts. sidewalk cafes and which is made of a liJ:ihtweieht fabric or similar 
material 

Unsafe sign means a siQ.ll i;iosing,, an immediate peril or reasonabl v foreseeable threat of injury or 
damage to persons or property. 

Vehicle sign means a sign which covers more than ten ( I 0 ) square feet of the vehicle, which 
identifies a business. products. or services, and whlch ls attached to. mounted, pasted. painted, or 
drawn on a motorized or drawn vehicle. and is parked and visible from the public right-of-way: 
unless said vehicle is used for transporting people or materials in the normal day to day operation 
of the business. 
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Wall wtap sign means a sign composed of fabric. plastic, v:invl, m vlar or a similar material that 
drapes or hangs over the side of a building. wall or window. 

Wall sign means any sign attached parallel to, but within twelve ( 12} inches of a wall: painted on 
the wall surface of or erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any building or 
structure. which is supported bv such wall or building1 and whlch displays onlv one sign surface. 

Warning sign or safen· sign means a sign which provides warning of a dangerous condition or 
situation that might not be readily apparent or that poses a threat of serious in jury (e.e .. gas line. 
high voltage, condemned building. etc.) or that provides warnirH? of a violation of law {e.~ .. no 
trespassing. no huntine allowed. etc.). 

Wavtinding/directional sign means a non-commercial sign. which mav or may not be a 
ttovernmentaVstatutory sign, that shows route designations. destinations. directions, distances, 
services, points of interest. or other geographical, recreational. or cultural information for the aid 
of the traveling public. for facilitating a safe and orderlv traffic flow and preventing sudden stops. 

Wind sign means a sign which uses objects or material fastened in such a manner as to move u pon 
being subjected to pressure b v wind. and shall include. pennants. ribbons, spinners. streamers or 
captive balloons. however. the term wind sien shall not include flags. 

Window means a panel of transparent material surrounded bv a framing structure and placed into 
the construction material comprisine. a building facade. 

Window or door sign. permanent means any sie.n visible from the exterior of a buildine. or structure 
which is painted. attached. glued. or otherwise affixed to a window or door. 

Sec. 86-2. - Purpose and scope of chapter. 

In order to preserve the city as a communitv in which people wish to, live. visit. vacation. work, 
invest in. and retire, the city must maintain a visually aesthetic and safe environment. The 
regulation of signs within the citv is an effective means b v which to achieve this desired end. These 
sign regulations are prepared with the intent of promoting the public health. safety and general 
welfare in the city through a comprehensive svstem of reasonable. consistent. and non
discriminatorv sign standards and requirements. This chapter regulates signs which are placed on 
private property, or on propertv owned bv public agencies including the city. and over which the 
city has zoning authority. These sign regulations are intended to: 

a. Encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the citv: 

b. Maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and the city's ability to attract sources 
of economic development and growth: 

c. Improve pedestrian and traffic safetv: 

d. Minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearbv public and private propertv: 

c. Foster the integration of si &rnaee with architectural and landscape designs: 
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f Lessen the visual clutter that mav otherwise be caused bv tl1e proliferation. improper 
placement, illumination. animation, excessive heiclrt. and excessive size (area) of signs 
which compete for the attention of pedestrian and vehicular traffic: 

g. Allow signs that are compatible with their surroundings and aid orientation. while 
precluding the placement of si2:Ds that contribute to sign clutter or that conceal or obstruct 
adiacent land uses or siQ.ns: 

h. Encourage and allow signs that are appropriate to the land use district in which thev are 
located and consistent with the category of use and function to which they pertain: 

i . Curtail the size and number of signs and sign messages to the minimum reasonably 
necessary to identify a residential or business location and the nature of any such business: 

j. Establish sign size in relationship to the scale of the lot and building on which the sign is 
to be placed or to which it Qertains: 

k. Catee.orize signs based upon their structures and tailor the regulation of signs based upon 
those structures; 

L Preclude signs from conflicting with the principal permitted use of the site and adioining 
sites: 

m. Regulate signs in a manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct the vision of. or distract 
motorists. bicvclists or pedestrians: 

n. Except to the extent expresslv preempted bv state or federal law. ensure that signs are 
constructed. installed and maintained in a safe and satisfactory manner., and protect the 
public from unsafe signs: 

o. P reseive. conserve. protect. and enhance the aesthetic quality and scenic beauty of all 
districts of the city: 

p. Allow for traffic control devices consistent with national standards and whose purpose 
is to promote highwav safety and ef:ficiencv bv providing. for the orderly movement of road 
users on streets and highwavs, and that notifv road users ofregulations and provide warnin g 
and guidance needed for the safe, uniform and efficient operation of all elements of the 
traffic stream; 

q. Protect propertv values bv precluding. to the maximum extent possible. sign-types that 
create a nuisance to the occupancy ornse of other properties as a result of their size, height 
illumination. brightness. or movement: 

r . Protect propertv values b y ensuring that sign-tvpes. as well as the number of si2ns. are 
iii harmony with buildin o:s. neie.hborhoods, and conforming sil!ns in the area: 

s. Regulate the appearance and desirui of signs in a manner that promotes and enhances the 
beautification of the c-itv and that complements the natural surro1mdines in recoenition of 
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the citv's reliance on its natural surroundinfls and beautification efforts m retaining 
economic advantage for its residential and agricultural communities; 

t. Enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regu.1ations: 

u. To promote the use of sifills that positivelv contribute to the aesthetics of the communitv, 
are appropriate in scale to the surrounding buildings and landscape. and to advance the 
city's goals of quality development: 

" · To provide standards reQardin1r the non-communicative aspects of signs. which are 
consistent with applicab1e provisions of city. countv. state and federal law; 

w. To provide flexibilitv and encourage variety in signage. and create an incentive to relate 
signage to the basic principles of good design; and 

x. Assure that the benefits derived from the expenditure of public funds for the 
improvement and beautification of streets, sidewalks, public parks. public rights-of-way. 
and other public places and spaces, are protected by exercising reasonable controls over 
the physical characteristics and structural design of signs. 

Sec. 86-3. - Reglllatorv interpretations. 

It is the city's policy to regulate signs in a constitutional manner. which is content neutral as to 
noncommercial signs and viewpoint neutral as to commercial signs. All regulatory interpretations 
of this chapter are to be exercised in light oftbe citv'smessageneutralitv policy. Where a particular 
type of sign is proposed in a 12ermit application. and the t vpe is neither expressly allowed nor 
prohibited by this chapter, or whenever a sic.n does not qualify as a "structure" as defined in the 
Florida Building Code or the ci ty code, then the city shall apprnve, conditionallv approve. or 
disapprove the application based on the most similar sign tvpe that is expressly re!!Ulated by this 
charter. All rules and regulations concerning the non-communicative aspects of signs. such as 
location. size. heil?ht. illumination. spacing. orientation, etc .. stand enforceable independently of 
any permit or approval process. The policies. rules and re&,rulations stated in this chapter applv to 
all signs within the regulatorv scope of this code. and to all provisions of this code, notwithstanding 
anv more specific provisions to the contrary. This chapter states the policv decisions re!?.arding 
display of signs, made by the citv council after carefully balancing many competing factors and 
interests. This chapter consolidates all general provisions relatin sz. to the installation. regulation 
and amortization of signs on private property throughout the city. The city further makes the 
following, findin2s: 

a. The city council specifically finds that off-premises advertising signs present more of a 
traffic bazard than on-premises advertising signs because. among other factors , the content 
of off-premises advertising signs changes with more frequenc\' than the content of on
premises advertising, signs. 

b. The city council finds and intends that noncommercial signs shall be considered to be 
on-premises siims. 
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c. The cit council further finds that some si s, particular] Jar e signs such as billboards. 
detract from the aesthetic beaut)! of the cit and create a safetv hazard by distractinL 
motorists. pedestrians. and others. The cit,• council wishes to preserve the aesthetic beauty 
and safety of the community. 

d. The cit council further finds that when a siJ:m · · essl I allowed nor 
this cha er or whenever a si1D1 does cture" as defined 

in the Florida Build· Code or the Ci code. then t ove. conditional} 
approve, or disapprove the application based on the most similar sign type that is expressh 
re2.Ulated b this chapter. 

e. The city council further finds that all rules and regu)ations concerning the non~ 
communicative as ects of si s. such as location. size. heiu L illumination. s acin 
orientation. etc. . shall be enforceable independently of any pemtit or approval process. 

f. The citv council further specifically fu1ds that the oolicies. rules and ree:ulations stated 
· · within the re · d to all 

rovisions of the land develo ent code. notwithstandin an more s ecific rovisions 
therein to the contrary . This chapter states the policv decisions regarding display of siens. 
made by the city council after carefully balancing man competing factors and interests. 
This chapter consolidates all general provisions relating to the installation. regulation and 
amortization of si0 s on all ro e throu!iliout the ci . 

d intends tbat the maximum hei2ht and size for structures and 
ovisions found in the land develo ent code shaU a l to signs in the ci 

even if the provisions of this chapter cannot apply due to any valid court order. 

Sec. 86-4. - Prohibited signs. 

Unless otherwise authorized in this cha ter the followin · rohibited within the ci : 

a. 

b. 

C 

e. 

f. 

Si ims that are deemed abandoned under this chapter, or that do not conform with 
the provisions of this section or any other applicable code, statute or law, shall be 
removed by the property owner within 30 davs after recei pt of notification (which 
will immediately follow th.e 90-da abandonment period described this chapter or 
refusal to accept delive of notification bv certified mail. th.at such removal is 
re mired). Alternatively~ the sign panels within the abandoned si_n structure mav 
be removed and replaced with. sism panels or durable material off-white white or 
tan in color and containing no message . 

Bench/bus shelter advertising signs. 

Billboards. 

Wall wra1 sie:ns. 

Electronic changeable copy/messal!.e sign. 
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h. 

1. 

}. 

k. 

1. 

m. 

n. 

0. 

p. 

g. 

r. 

s. 

t. 

v. 

W. 

x. 

y. 

z. 

aa. 

Any sign nailed. fastene~ affixed to. hangin_ from. or painted on an tree or other 
ve ,.,etation. or part thereof Qiving or dead). 

Flashin !?: simis. 

Animated si ruis. 

Revolving or rotating si1ms. 

Signs which move, twirl or swin0 • including multi-prism and tri-vision si gns. 

Electronic signs other than traffic control devices. 

Beacon lights. 

Wind signs. 

Pennant signs. 

Signs that obstruct. conceal. hide. or otherwise obscure from view any official 
traffic or other t!ovemment sirn, signal, or device. 

Offsite/off-premises commercial signs. 

Any sign in or over the public right-of-way. other than government signs or warnin::, 
or safety signs. 

Pavement markinus1 except official traffic control-markings and street addresses 
appJied bv government a_encies or pursuant to government laws or regulations. 

Signs attached to ·ers. docks. tie )Oles or seawalls other than government si s. 
warning or safety si !IDs or signs otherwise required bv local. state or federal law. 

Si s i.n or u on an river. ba lake. or other bod of water withiD the limits of the 
city~ other than i!0vernment sie:ns~ wamin 
ret1uired by local ,_ state or federal law. 

Portable signs. 

Roof signs. 

Um:bre1la signs. 

Projecting signs. 

government si 211, including unofficial "stop" signs posted on or above any street or 
rii!ht-of-wav or within feet thereof. 

rohibited b state or federal law. 
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bb. 

cc. 

dd. 

ee. 

ff. 

hh. 

11. 

Si g:i1.s that emit sound. vapor, smoke. odor. particles. flame or as with the 
exce1 tion that signs emitting. audible sound erected to accomp1ish compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act shall be authorized. 

Signs that contain anv food or other substance that attracts large nwnbers of birds 
or other animals and causes them to congregate on or near the sign. 

Signs that are not effectively shielded as to I revent beams or ravs of light from 
bein g_ directed at an portion of the traveled public rights-of-way therebv creating 
a potential traffic or pedestrian hazard or a nuisance to inhabitants of an adjacent 
neighborhood. No sign shall be so illuminated that it interferes with the 
effectiveness of. or obscures an official traffic sign. device. or signal. 

Commercial Mascots and Commercial Message si e:ns that are carried. waved or 
otherwise dis la ed b ersons either on ublic ri ts-of-wa or in a manner visible 
from public rights-of-way. This provision is directed toward such displays intended 
to draw attention for a commercial purpose, and is not intended to limit the disp lay 
of placards. banners. flags or other signage b persons participating in 
demonstrations, political rallies. or otherwise exercising their valid First 
Amendment ri ts . 

Vehicle si gns visible from a street or right-of-way within one hundted (100) feet of 
the vehicle and where the vehicle is parked for more tl1an two (2) consecutive hours 
in any twenty-four (24) hour period within one hundred (100) feet of said street or 
ri t-of-wa . 

Mobile Billboard Advertising and Trailer Si n s. 

An · sign located on real pro pert without the permission of the pro pert owner. 

Any feather or flutter sign . 

as amended. 

kk. Marquee signs. 

11. Projected light signs. 

mm. Inflatable or balloon siens. 

nn. Advertising vessels within the iurisdictional waters of the city. as set forth in "" 

of the city charter. 

oo. Sandwich board si s. 
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Sec. 86-5. -Applicabilitv. 

Titis chapter does not regulate: 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

Ob jects not included in the definition of "si gn . 

rovided for in 

An l?'.ovemment si placed b y or at the direction of or tbroucll the permission of 
the ci in, on or over any cit or county owned or controlled propertv or right-of
way, includin signs am roved by the city under the authoritv of a development or 
concession aQ.reement. or an event co-sp onsorship agreement with the ci lv. 

Sec. 86-6. - Administration and enforcement: nonconforming signs 

All signs that are ]awfully in existence or are lawfully ere.cted and that do not conform to the 
ovisions of this cha ter are declared nonconfo 

reco l?nize that the eventual elimination of nonconforming signs as expeditious! and fairly as 
possible is as much a sub ject of health, safety. and welfare as is the prohibition of new signs that 
would violate the provisions of this chapter. It is also the intent of this chapter that an v elimination 
of nonconformine. si s shall be accom lished so as to avoid anv unreasonable invasion of 
established property rights. 

a. Le al nonconforming si s: 

1. A legal nonconforming sien is a sign that lawfu.11 existed at the time of the 
enactment of this cha 1ter that does not conform to the re ulations as s ecified in 
this chapter. 

2. A leg.al nonconforming sien mav continue to be utilized only in the manner and 
to the extent that it existed at the time of the adoption of this chapter or anv 
amendment thereof 

3. A le. al nonconforming sid1: ma not be altered in anv manner not in 
conformance with this chapter. This does not appl to reasonable repair and 
maintenance of the sign or to a change of copy provided that by changini? the copy 
structural alterations are not required. 

4. Anv building permit for an addition. alteration. or improvement valued at more 
than fi 50 ercent of the fair market value of the structure or buildirn! for work 
at locations where an v nonconformin sifm exists shall specif\, and require that such 
nonconforming signs located within the boundaries of the development site. and 
wi thin the limits of the a licant' s control. shall be brou t into conformance with 
the provisions of this chapter. provided that if the nonconfomung sign is a type of 
si 1 11 that is 1 rohibited under this chapter. it shall be removed. 
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5. Legal nonconforming siims that are located on a parcel of propertv that is severed 
from a larger parcel of property and acquired bv a public entity for public use by 
condemnation. purchase or dedication mav be relocated on the remaining parcel 
without exlinguis11ing the legal nonconforming status of that sil!Il provided that the 
nonconformim? si rm: 

A. Is not increased in area or height to exceed the limits of the zoning 
district in which it is located: 

B. Remains structurally unchanged except for reasonable repairs or 
alterations; 

C. Is placed in the most similar position on the remaininl!. property that it 
occupied prior to the relocation; and 

D. Is relocated in such a manner as to complv with all applicable safet) 
requirements. 

After relocation pursuant to this subsection. the legal nonconforming sign shall be subject 
to all provisions of this section in its new location. 

b. Signs rendered nonconforming: 

1. Except as provided in this section. a nonconforming sign mav continue in the 
manner and to the extent that it existed at the time of the adoption. amendment or 
annexation of the provision that rendered the si1rn nonconformine. includin!?. in the 
event there is a chan 12.e in ownership. This section shall not prohibit reasonable 
repairs and alterations to nonconforming sirms. 

2. A nonconforming sign shall not be re-erected. relocated or replaced unless it is 
brought into compliance with the requirements of this chapter. An existing 
monument sign that conforms to the size and height lin1itations set forth l1erein. but 
is otherwise nonconforming. mav be relocated a single time to another location on 
the same parcel. 

3. Anv nonconfonning sfan shall be removed or rebuilt in full conformitv to the 
terms ofthis cl1apter if it is damaged or allowed to deteriorate to such an extent that 
the cost of repair or restoration is fifty (50) percent or more of the cost of 
replacement of such shm. 

c. Signs for a legal nonconformin~ use: 

1. New or additional si fills for a nonconforminit use shall not be permitted. A 
change in ownership shall require a nonconfonninfl sign to be removed or brouaht 
into conformity. 

2. A nonconforming sign for a nonconformine. use that ceases to be used for a 
period of sixt , (60i consccuti\'e da, s or is replaced by a confonning use. shall be 
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considered a prohibited sign and shall be removed or broulilit into conformance 
u pon establishment of a conforminE use. 

d. Sj gns discontinued: 

1. Si2n structures that remain vacant. unoccupied or devoid of any message. or 
display a message pertaining to a time,. event or purpose that no longer applies sha11 
be deemed to b e discontinued. 

2. A nonconforming sign deemed discontinued shall immediatelv terminate the 
ri.eht to maintain such sign. 

3. Within_;;ixty f60) dayc; after a sign structure has been discontinued. it shall be 
the responsibility of the property owner or the property owner's authorized agent 
to remove the discontinued sign and to patch and conceal any and all damage to 
anv other structure resulting from removal of the sign. 

4. Removal of a discontinued nonconforming shm shall include all sign support 
components. angle rrons. poles, and other remnants of the discontinued sign that 
are not currently in use. or proposed for immediate reuse as evidenced b v a sign 
permit application for apennitted sign. 

e. Unsafe signs: 

1. If the building official determines any sign or sign structure to be in an unsafe 
condition. he/she shall immediately notifv, in writing. the owner of such si211 who 
shall correct such condition within forty-eight ( 48) hours. 

2. If the correction has not been made within fortv-eight (48) hours, the building 
official may have the sil!.11 removed if it creates a danger to the public safetv or have 
any necessary repairs or maintenance performed at the expense of the sign owner 
or owner or lessee of the property upon which the sign 1s located. 

Sec. 86-7. - Administration and enforcement: permits and fees. 

a. Genera/h1• Signs subject to this chapter shall be designed. constructed. and maintained in 
comp]iance with the city's building. electrical. maintenance. and all other applicable codes and 
ordinances and in compliance with all applicable state and federal law. codes and rem.tlations. 

b. Permit requirements. Unless exempted by this chapter. no sign shall be erected. constructed. 
altered or relocated without a permit issued. except as otherwise provided in this chapter. Where 
ekctrical permits are required. thev sha11 be applied for at the same time as the sign permit. Sign 
permits shall be obtained separate from buildin!! permits. Th.e requirement of a build.in!! or 
electrical permit is separate and independent of the requirement for a sign permit under this 
chapter. No si t?Il shall be erected. constructed. relocated, altered or maintained without compliance 
with all pennit requirements under local ordinance. state or other apphcable law. 

c. Fees. Each application for a si® permit shall be accompanied bv the applicable fees. When a 
sign has been erected or constructed before a permit is obtained, the permit fee shall be quadrupled. 
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Before issuance of a permit. the building, official shall collect the necessary simi permit fees, which 
shall be established bv resolution by the city council from time to time. 

d. Signage plan. For any site on which the owner proposes to erect one or more signs requiring a 
permit. the owner. or representative. shall submit to the building official two copies of a signage 
plan containing the following: 

l. An accurate plan of the site. at such scale as the building official may reasonably require; 

2. Location ofbuildines. parking,lots, drivewavs . and landscaped areas on such site; 

3. Computation oftbe maximum total sign area, the maximum area for .individual signs, 
the heieht of signs and the number of freestanding, signs allowed on the site under tbis 
chapter; 

4. An accurate indication on the plan of the proposed location of each present and future 
sie-n of any type on the propeny. reQardless of whether such sfan requires a permit; 

5. Detailed drawirn?s to show the dimensions. design. structure and location of each 
particular sim ( when depicting the desi l?.ll of the sign it is not necessary to show the content 
of the sign as the sign reviewer is prohibited from talcing this factor into consideration}; 

6. Name of person. firm. corporation or association erecting the sign: 

7. Written consent to the permit application. by the owner. or authorized designee, of the 
buildinl!. or lot on which the sign is to be erected. Consent of an authorized aeent of an 
owner, contractor or other agent of the lessee shall be sufficient for purposes of this 
provision; and 

8. Such other information as the building official shall require in order to establish full 
compliance with this chapter and all other ap plicable laws. As part of the application. the 
applicant or the applicant's authorized representative must certify in a signed statement 
that au information provided in the application is true and con-ec.t. 

e. Nullification. A sign pe1mit shall become null and void if the work for which the permit was 
issued has not been completed within a period of six months after the date of the permit. If the sign 
is an integral part of a new building structure. then the pennit shall be valid until completion of 
the buildine. 

f. Permit exceptions. The following operations shall not be considered as creatine. a simi and. 
therefore. shall not require a sign permit 

1. Replacing . The chancing of the advertising copy or message on a previous! y permitted 
similarly approved sign which is specifically designed for the use of replaceable copy. 

2. Maintenance. Painting, repaintine.. cleaning and other normal maintenance and repair 
of a sign structure unless a structural chan2e is made. 
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Sec. 86-8. - Inspection; removal: safety. 

a. Inspection. Signs for which a permit is required under this chapter mav be inspected periodica1ly 
bv the building official for compliance with this chapter. other codes of the cityt and all terms upon 
which the sign permit may have been conditioned. 

b. Maintenance. All signs and components thereof shall be kept in good repair and in a safe. neat 

clean and attractive condition with no fading, crackin2 or chipping visible. No consideration. 
however. shall be given to the content of the sign copv when making the detenrunation that the 
sign should be removed due to a violation of this subsection. 

c. Removal ol sign. The building official may order the removal of any si!?!l erected or maintained 
in violation of this chapter. or that are declared a nuisance either by court order or under the 
provisions of the city code. In non-emergency situations where the sign is not an imminent danger 
to the health and safety of the residents of the city. the building ofiicial shall give a 30-day notice 
in writing to the owner of such sign. at the address reflected on the Pinellas Countv Propenv 
Appraiser's website. If the si211 is not removed within the 30-day notice period, the city shall cause 
the sign to be removed at the cost of the owner. Removal shall not moot any other enforcement or 
collection efforts the citv mav engage in as a result of anv violation of this chapter. 

d. Unsafe Sign. Absent an emergency where a si im poses an imminent danger to the health or 
safety of the public (in which case no notice is needed), if the building official detennines any sign 
or sign structure to be in an unsafe condition, he or she shall immediatelv notify. in writing, the 
mvner or lessee of t11e property upon which such sign is located. who shall correct such condition 
within fortv-eig.ht (48) hours. If the correction has not been made within forty-eight (48) hours. 
and if the building official determines it creates a darn,?,er to the public safety. he or she may have 
the sign removed or have anv necessary repairs or maintenance performed at the expense of the 
owner or lessee of the property upon which the sign is located. If in his or her professional opinion 
the sign poses an immediate risk to the public, the city may take all other necessary steps to remed v 
the condition following a reasonable attempt to notify the owner of the hazardous condition. 

e. Abandoned signs. Anv sign that advertises a business or other activitv that is not in operation on 
the premises shall be deemed an abandoned sign beginning 90 davs after the business or other 
activity ceases operation. The following regulations shall apply to such signs: 

1. A sim shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sian is 

located when the business establishment which it advertises is no longer conducted on the 
12remises or the sign no longer is being used by the owner or lessee of the premises for its 
intended advertising pumoses for a period in excess of 90 davs: 

2. Instead ofremova1, if the sian is a conforming sign. the owner or lessee of the premises 
may: 

(a) Paint over the message on the siruJ that advertises the business or other activity: 

(b) Remove the sfo:n face and replace it with a blank sign face: or 

(c) Reverse the sign face and not illuminate the sign from the interior: 
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3. If the owner or lessee fails to remove it. the buildina official. or designee. shall give the 
owner a 30-day written notice to remove it; 

4. U pon failure to compl v with this notice. or refusal to accept delivery of notification by 
certified mai1 that such removal is required. the building official may authorize 
modification. as set forth in this subsection, or removal of the sign at cost to the owner; 

5. Where a successor owner or lessee to a defunct business establishment agrees to maintain 
the conformine sirm at issue as provided in this chapter. this removal requirement shall not 
apply; however. a new owner or lessee of a business establishment shall not be allowed to 
maintain a nonconforming sign, and u pon change of ownership of the business 
establishment, either bv sale,_ assignment. lease or other means of transfer of rights, all 
signs shall be brought into compliance with this chapter; and 

6. If an existing building or structure is demolished, any existing freestanding sign shall be 
considered either an abandoned sign or an. impermissible off premises sign and shall be 
removed at the time of demolition unless the sign complies with the requirements of this 
chapter. In the event destruction of a building, or structure is caused by hurricane. collision 
with a vehicle or similar reason not attributable to the owner. the building official is 
authorized to approve of a reconstruction plan which, if complied with. will not result in 
the sigu bein~ deemed abandoned or an impermissible off-premises sign. 

Sec. 86-9. - Building official to enfoi·ce chapter's provisions. 

The building official and code enforcement deputies are authorized and directed to enforce all of 
the provisions of this chapter. However. notwithstandini?. anything in this chapter to the contrary, 
no si,211 or sign structure shall be sub ject to any limitation based on the content or viewpoint of the 
message contained on such sign or displayed on such sign structure. In conformance with 
applicable state and federal laws. and upon presentation of proper credentials. the building official 
mav enter, at reasonable times. anv building. structure or property in the citv to perform anv duty 
imposed upon him or her by this chapter. All inspections shall be in accordance with the provisions 
of b fiiti I j of this chapter. 

Sec. 86-10. - Interpretation of chapter provisions. 

Where there is an ambiguitv or dispute conceminJ! the interpretation of this chapter. the decision 
of the building official shall prevail, subject to appeal process provided in this chapter. 

Sec. 86-11. - Right of appeal 

a. As provided for ink JrO.Jhl of this code. any person ag(!rieved bv any decision or order of the 
building official. or designee. pertaining to signs under this chapter mav appeal to the board of 
adiustment (the board) bv serving written notice to the citv clerk, who in turn shall immediatelv 
transmit the notice to the board. If an administrative appeal is filed bv the applicant. and the board 
fails to meet within 45 days, the appeal will be deemed denied and the decision or order of the 
building official or designee, will be deemed final. Once a decision is appealed to the board. the 
building official, or desirmee. s11all take no further action on the matter pen.din!.! the board's 
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decision, except for unsafe signs as provided for in this chapter. With res1 ect to sign appeals. the 
board shall hear and dedde appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in the decision or 
interpretation of the building official in the enforcement of this chapter. Such determination shall 
be conclusive and no right of appeal to the citv council with respect to such action shall exist Any 
granting or denial of conditional uses or variances by the board shall be final. 

b. Any aggrieved person must file her. his or its petition for writ of certiorari seeking review of 
anv adverse decision or action as rovided for above within twen 20 calendar da s of the date 
the decision was made. or the action was taken. The petition shall be processed in the manner set 
forth by the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure for reviews of final quasi-judicial actions. 

Sec. 86-12. - Variances. 

otwithstandin f • of this code. the onl variance that ma be a lied for from the board 
of ad· ustment in connection with si 

Sec. 86-13. - Inspection. 

The building official may make or require any inspections to ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter, the Florida Building Code and other applicable laws. To the extent 
Florida Statutes § 933.20 et seq. requires it, the building official shall work with the city attorney 
to ensure a proper inspection warrant is obtained. 

Sec. 86-14. - Revocation of sign permit. 

If the building official finds that work under any sign permit is proceeding in violation of this 
chapter. Florida Building Code. any other provision of this code or the city comprehensive plan. 
or that there has been an false statement or misre resentation of a material fact in the a lioation 
or plans on wruch the permit was based. the permit holder shall be notified of the violation. If the 
permit holder fails or refuses to make con-ections within ten days, it shall be the duty of the building 
official to revoke such permit and provide written notice of same to such permit holder. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to proceed with any work under the permit after such notice is issued. 

Sec. 86-15. - Sign illumination. 

The following standards apply to illllillination of signs: 

a. Sign illumination may not create a nuisance to residential areas or for wlldlife and shall 
be compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. 

b. Residential Signs. Signs on residential uses in the RL district shall not be illuminated. 

c. General Rule /or All Hotel or Apartment Uses. Other than signs in the RL district. all 
other sitmS mav be non-illuminated. or illuminated by internal, internal indirect ( halo) 
illumination, or lit by external indirect illumination. unless otherwise specified. Signs ma 
not be rnuminated in a manner which leaves the illumination device exposed to public view 
exce t with the use of neon tubin as rovided in subsection 1 below. 
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d.. Internal Illumination. Outdoor. intemallv illuminated signs, including but not limited to 
awning/canopy signs. cabinet signs (whether freestandinS? or building mounted). or 
changeable copy panels, shall be constructed with an opaque background and translucent 
letters or other graphical elements. or with a colored backl!round and lighter letters or 
graphics. 

e . External Indirect Illumination. Externally lit signs are permitted to be illuminated only 
with steady, stationarv. down directed and shielded li!ilit sources directed solelv onto the 
sign. Light bull:,s or tubes (excluding neon) used for illuminating a sign shall not be directlv 
visible from the adjacent public rights-of-wav or properties in the RL district. 

f. Illumination o[ Signs Adiacent to Single-Familv Uses. No sign located within 50 feet of 
a property in the RL district with a single-familv use shall be internally or externally 
illuminated. 

g. Any portion of the sign face or sign structure that is illuminated shall count against the 
total square footage of allowable sign area. 

h. Exposed Neon. Exposed neon tube illumination is not permitted in the RL or RM 
districts. except that it mav be permitted on hotel or motel structures. as those are defined 
in ~ o J and [!ITT of the code. 

Sec. 86-16. - Sign construction specifications. 

The following.standards a1;rnly to sirui construction within the citv: 

a. Construction and erection of signs shall be in accordance with Florida Building_ Code. 

b. Materials. Paper or cardboard signs and cloth or plastic fabric banners mav onlv be used 
in conjunction with a special event or temporary outside sale and dis.12lav as provided 
herein. 

c. Construction standards. All signs shall be installed and constructed in a professional and 
workmanlike manner and shall be maintained in l!Ood and safe structural condition and 
good physical f.IDQearance. All exposed structural components shall be painted. coated or 
made of rust or wood rot inhibitive material. 

Sec. 86-17. -Design requirements. 

All permanent si~ shall be compatible with the building(s ) to which they relate and with the 
surrounding neighborhood. All signs except temvorarv signs shall be subiect to the design 
requirements below: 

a. The materials. finishes and colors of the freestanding monument sign base shall match 
the architectural design of the building. In lieu of a monument base, any combination of 
landscaping of sufficient density and maturitv at the time of planting mav be used to 

achieve the same opacity as would have been achieved with the monument base. 
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b. All tenant panels in any freestanding signs. including those added to existin2 sim 
structures. shall be constructed of the same materials and illuminated bv the same method. 
Panels added to existing si1ms shall match the existing panels with respect to their color. 
materials, font size and illumination. 

c. All freestanding monument signs shall be landscaped around the base of the sign 
structure. Landscaping (e.g. ornamental trees, shrubs. and ornamental plants) shall meet 
the requirements for landscaping as prescribed in this chapter. 

d. Wall signs shall not be installed iI1 a manner that detracts from the architectural design 
of a building. Wall signs shall not be installed over windows. doors. or other types of 
fenestration. These signs shall be compatible with the buildine(s) to which thev relate and 
with the surrounding neighborhood. 

Sec. 86-18. - General sign provisions. 

The following regulations apply to all sig11s in all districts in the citv: 

a. No sign may be displaved without the consent of the legal owner of the real or personal 
property on which the sim is mounted or displaved. 

b. This chapter does not modify or affect the law of fixtures. sign-related provisions in 
private leases regarding signs (so long as thev are not in conflict with this chapter). or the 
ownership of sign structures. 

c. Any sign installed or placed on public right-of-way or on public propertv, except in 
conformance with the requirements of this chapter. is illegal and shall be forfeited to the 
public and subiect to confiscation. In addition to other remedies hereunder. the city shall 
have the right to recover from the owner or person placing such sign the cost of removal 
and disposal of such sign. There shall be no property right in such sign: all property rights 
are forfeit and such signs are abandoned property. Such signs mav, at the citv's option. also 
be treated as litter with persons responsible for the placement of such signs subject to the 
rovisions of J 41 • .4 • 

d. No sign shall be erected so as to obstruct any fire escape. required exit. window, or door 
opening intended as a means of egress. 

e. No sien shall be erected which interferes with any opening required for ventilation. 

f. Signs shall maintain a minimum of six feet horizontal and twelve feet vertical clearance 
from electrical conductors and from all communications eguioment or lines. 

g, Signs and their supporting structures shall maintain clearance and noninterference with 
all surface and underground facilities and conduits for water. sewage. electricity, or 
communications eguipment or lines. Placement shall not interfere with natural or artificial 
drainage or surface or undenrround water. 

h. No sign shall be attached to a standpipe. gutter. drain. or fire escape. nor sl1all anv sign 
be installed so as to impair access to a roof. 
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i. The buildin!! official mav order the repair of signs declared a nuisance. A sign not kept 
in good repair and in a neat and clean appearance is a public nuisance. 

j. The visual clearance and sight triangle, to assure adequate sight distance at the 
intersection of two public roadways and at the intersection of a public roadway or other 
private roadway and an access way or driveway. shall follow the criteria of the current 
Florida Department of Transportation's Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for 
Design. Construction, and Maintenance for Streets and Highways or its equivalent 
amended document. 

k. In order to assist public safetv and emergencv service vehicles to rapidly locate 
addresses and to assist the travelin2 public to locate specific addresses, residential and 
nonresidential structures shall conform to all applicable citv or countv codes mandating 
address displays. 

1. Signs shall not be located on publicly owned land or easements or inside the street rights
of-way except bus stop informational signs. l!.ovemmental signs, and safetv or warning 
signs. or as otherwise allowed by license agreement approved by the city council. Nothing 
shall prohibit a dulv authorized local official from removi11g. a si211 from public propertv as 
allowed bv law. 

m. Nothing in this division shall be construed to prevent or limit the displav oflegal_notices, 
wamirnz.s. informational. direction. traffic, or other such signs which are leirnllv required 
or necessary for the essential functions of government agencies. 

n. All signs shall comply with the applicable buildine and electrical code requirements. 
Sign face replacements not requiring a permit shall complv with all applicable building and 
electrical code requirements . this includes sign face replacements when the permitted sign 
is not structurallv or electronically altered, like materials are used, the si g,n face is the same 
size within the frame as the permitted sign, and is installed in the same manner as oricinallv 
permitted. 

o. Si!!llS of aheie.ht m-eaterthan six feet and within ten feet ofthericllt-of-wav shall require 
a letter of no objection from the local power company to insure current and future 
compliance to applicable codes and to m:otect the safety of the public. 

p. If no hei!lbt or size restriction is specifically provided reS?arding any sign located in the 
city the height and size restrictions for a structure in the zone in which the sign is located 
will govern. 

Sec. 86-19. -Temporary sign installation and removal. 

a. General rule concerning temporan, signs. Unless otherwise provided for in this chaoter. 
temporary signs shaU not be erected for more than J 00 davs nrior to the event being advertised on 
the temporary sign begins. and thev shall be removed promptlv at the event's conclusion. 
Temporarv sill.l1s not advertising an event to occur on a snecific date but which are related to the 
occurrence of an expected future event or transaction. includinr! but not limited to temporarv real 

38 



estate for sale signs, shall not be subject to the one hundred ( 100) dav provision of this subsection. 
but such signs shall also be removed promptly upon the earliest of the occurrence of the event or 
transaction, or the expiration of the listing or other similar change in facts eliminating the 
QJJportunity of the future event or transaction from occurring. 

b. Usage and removal of political campaign advertisements. Temporarv signs erected by a 
candidate for political office. or that candidate's agentfs), may not erect such signs earlier than 
six.t 60 davs before the scheduled election. Pursuant to I 1 • • each 
candidate. whether for a federal, state. county. municipal or district office, shall make a good faith 
effort to remove all of his or her olitical cam ai 1 advertisements within 30 da · or as to 
candidates for City office. 72 hours) after: 

1. Withdrawal of his or her canclidac 

2. Having been eliminated as a candidate; or 

3. Being elected to office. 

The provisions herein do not apply to political campaign advertisements placed on motor vehicles 
or to campaiJm messages designed to be worn by persons. If political campaign advertisements are 
not removed within the specified period. the citv shall have the authority to remove such 
advertisements and may charQ.e the candidate the actual cost for such :removal. Funds coJJected for 
rernovin such advertisements shall be de osited to the eneral revenue of the cit 

Sec. 86-20. - Placement, size and configuration of )arge sign rvpes. 

The followin 
where otherwise noted in this division. 

a. Permanent monument sil!Ds may be pJaced on the owner' s private proJ ertv up to the 
right-of-way line in recognition of this sign type's aesthetic desirability to the citv. The 
setback shall be measured from the nearest protrusion of the sign or sign face to the 
property Hoe. 

b. All new freestanding signs must be momnnent signs. 

c. Permanent freestanding monument signs requirinl! a sign permit must be landscaped at 
their base. The landscaped area shall have a minimum area of two (2) square feet for each 
linear foot of sign face width and shall otherwise comply with the landscaping requirements 
of the city code. 

d. No hotel, motel or apartment building shall have more than one exterior wall sign on 
an street it faces: or one si er window. Permanent window si s shall not cover more 
than 50% of anv window and shall comply with all fire safety codes. Wall signs may not 
project more than twelve (12) inches from a wall. Any wall sian that projects more than 
two and one-half {2.5 l inches from a wall shall be mounted so that the bottom of the sign 
ls no closer than nine (9) feet to the ground at the finished ,12.rade immediately below the 
film_ 
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e. Off-site pennanentmonumentneig;hborhood directional signs, where permitted, shall be 
located at the comer of the intersection of two streets. one of which is the primary ingress 
and egress to the neighborhood. The monument sign must be located on private propertv 
within the neighborhood associated with the sign. The monument sign shall not exceed 
twenty-four (24) square feet per si.en face and shall not exceed six (6) feet in height One 
double-sided sign or two single-sided signs may be placed at each entrance. The monument 
sign shall be set back a minimum of thirty ( 30) feet from the intersection of the ricl1t-of
way lines and fifteen< 15) feet from all front and side right-of-way lines. 

Sec. 86-21. - Signs allowed in all districts, no permit required. 

The regulations in this section apply in every district in the city, except where otherwise specified 
or indicated. Sign permits are not required for signs and sign types described and identified below 
in this section. 

a. Tempora1-v signs. Temporarv signs shall be allowed on each parcel within the city as 
follows: 

1. In the RL district, each parcel may display up to four temporary signs which 
shall not exceed four (-+ l square feet in sign area, and four ( 4) feet in heiruit. 

2. In the RM district. each parcel mav display t)ne temporary sign which shall not 
exceed twcnt, -four (24 ) square feet in sign area and six (61 feet in height. 
Alternatively, each parcel in the RM district rnay display up to eight ( S) temporarv 
signs, which cumulatively shall not exceed twentv-four ( "l4) square feet in sign area 
and four ! ➔ ) feet in height. 

3. Temporary siim.s displayed outdoors shall be constructed of metal, plastic. wood 
or pressed wood. but not of cardboard or paper. and shall be fastened to a temporarv 
support not exceeding four (➔) inches b y four ( 4 ) inches. Temporary window signs 
displayed on the inside of a window may be constructed of cardboard or paper. as 
well as metal, plastic. wood or pressed wood. 

4. Temporary sj gns mav be installed on an v si 1m type authorized within the relevant 
district. Alternatively, a temporary siQ.O. may be insta])ed using an H frame. spider 
step stake. inverted L frame, banjo-stvle frame. or T frame. Anv such alternative 
installation option used must be firmly secured to the ground or to a building 
located on the parcel. 

5. Temporary signs not affixed to a permanent sign structure. but using one of the 
alternative installation options listed above, must be removed and securely stored 
during anv days for which the National Weather Service has issued a tropical storm 
wamin2 covering the citv. 

b. Flags. 

1. For each detached dwelling unit in the RL district. two flags not greater than 
fiitccn ( 15) square feet in sign area each mav be displayed. One f l ) flagpole is 

40 



allowed for each single family residential parcel in the RL district not to exceed 25 
feet in height 

2. For each parcel in the RM district three flags not greater than twentv-four (24} 
square feet in sign area (each) may be displayed. T wo (2) flagpoles are allowed for 
each parcel in the RM district not to exceed 35 feet in height. 

c. Parking space signs. hotel. motel, apartment. Onsite parking space number or 
identification si(!DS, not exceedine one two (2 ) square foot of sie:n face per sign. shall be 
allowed on each p arcel within the RM district havinl! multiple parking spaces onsite. One 
such sign shall be allowed for each parking space. The maximum heigbt for a freestanding 
or attached wall siE!l1 shall be six ( 6) feet unless otherwise required bv state or federal law. 

d. Street address signs and residential mailboxes. For each parcel within the citv. one 
attached wall street address sign may be displayed. For parcels in the RL district, the street 
address sign shall not exceed two (2 l square feet in sign area. In addition to street address 
signs. a residential mailbox with the address of the property affixed to it such that the 
address is no larger than one side of the mailbox shall be allowed for each residence in the 
city. 

e. Street address signs, non-residential. For each parcel in the RM district, the street 
address sign shall not exceed four 1-t) square feet in sign area. 

f. Warning signs and sa-/ery signs. Warning signs and safety signs, not exceeding. four (4) 
square feet in si1tn area, shall be allowed in all districts. The maximum height for these 
sil!lls shall be fo ur ( 4 ) feet unless otherwise required by applicable law. 

g. Waterfront identification signs. Each lot abutting the navigable waters of the city shall 
be allowed one attached wall identification sign that is visible from the water. Waterfront 
identification signs shall not exceed four ( 4 ) square feet in sign area. 

h. Wavfindingldirectional signs. Non-commercial wayfinding, siuns are allowed when 
erected as prut of a wayfinding system adopted by the city or county. 

i. Tempora,y wlndow signs. For any hotel or motel. one or mote temporary window signs 
may be displayed on the inside of a window. The temporruy window sign(s) shall not cover 
more than 50°10 of the area of the window, except that if the hotel or motel displaying such 
sim(sl is also displaying the one pe1manent window sign authorized b v this chapter, then 
the total area of the window covered by a combination of these shall not exceed 30° o of 
the area of the window. 
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Sec. 86-22. - Signs aUowed in all districts,. permit required. 

a. Pole Banners. Temporary banners for displav on light poles shall not exceed twd\'e ( 12) square 
feet in area or twenn ( 20) feet in heiii.ht. A non-commercial ornamental or decorative vertical pole 
banner may be displayed when the pole is not beine: used for a pennitted vertical pole banner. 

b. Temporary signs at construction sites. Anv land developer or licensed contractor, architect or 
engineer is authorized. with the consent of the landowner. to install one or more sim s at a permitted 
active construction site. as that term is defined in ,m I I I 11 t I 1 ) . or on land u on 
wbicb the cily has given preliminary approval of plans to construct a building or other structure. 
Such signs shall be subject to the following conditions: 

1. The sign is located on a constrnction site which has a valid building permit displayed 
on site. 

2. The siep area shall not exceed 32 square feet aggregate per street frontage per site. 

3. All signs shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from all propertv lines. 

4. All si!roS shall be removed bv no later than the date upon which a temporary or final 
certificate of occupancv is issued bv the permitting authority. 

Sec. 86-23. -RM district. permit required. 

Except for those sig11s and sign-types expressly allowed in the RM district, except for the following 
sil!ll--types on a parcel with a hotel or moteJ. or an apartment building or condominium complex, 
which shall require a permit: 

a One permanent wall. window or monument sil?n is allowed for each such building or 
complex not to exceed tlvent, -four c24) square feet in size (area): however, such a sign. 
when a monument sim. shall not exceed :six (6) feet in heiruit. 

b. Onsite directional signs not exceeding four ( ➔ ) square feet in area. 

c. One or more attached wall signs shall be allowed on the fast-floor level. The combined 
area of all such signs used shall not exceed one hundred fifty ( 150 I square feet. and they 
shall be no higher than the heil!bt of the first floor. 

d. A canopy or awing sign may be permitted in ]ieu of a wall si,rn. The canopy or awning 
and signa~e square footage combined shall not exceed the total permissible square footage 
for a wall sign. The beicllt of the canopv or awning shall not exceed sixteen ( 16) feet ( first 
floor} or twcnt\ -five (25) feet (second floor) or the height of the structure on which it is 
attached, whichever is less. 

f, Way.finding/directional signs on motel. hotel. condominium or apartment property 
provided such signs do not exceed four ( 4} square feet in area. The directional sign may be 
displayed as an attached sign, window sim, or as a monument sign; if displayed as a 
monument sign. the monument sil!D shall not exceed four t4) feet in hei@t. 
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g. Temporary banner signs not exceeding thirty-five (35} square feet in area and l!if!ht (8 ) 
feet in height may be displaved by a hotel, motel. condominium or apartment building in 
conjunction with a grand opening for a maximum of sixty (60) davs from the date the 
building first opens to occupants. The tenn "grand openinli' as used in this subsection shall 
mean the initial opening of a new hotel. motel. condominium or apartment buildine . The 
term includes the opening of a new location of a pre-existin1!. business. and the re-openine 
of a pre-existing business which has been shut down for longer than one month due to 
renovations. remodeling or repairs. No permit shall be required for such sims. 

Sec. 86-24. - Unregulated areas. 

a. It is the intent of this chapter to regulate si£ns in a manner that is consistent with the land use 
classification which establishes the character of the district in which the signs are located and in 
keeping with the overall character of the community. 

b. The sign standards in this chapter are intended to include everv district in the city. The districts 
are defined b y the city's zonin!?. code and official zoning map. Where this chapter provides for 
district-specific sign regulations or allowances. those specific regulations and allowances shall 
control. 

c. If any district is omitted from this chapter. or if a new district is created after the enactment of 
this chapter, only exempt signs as described in this chapter shall be pennitted in such district until 
this chapter shall be amended to include sign regulations and allowances for that district. 

d. If any area is annexed into the city limits. no sign. except exempt signs described in this chapter, 
shall be permitted therein until the area annexed has been zoned bv the citv council. Sisms in 
existence as of the time of annexation shall be brought into compliance with this chapter within 
one year of annexation. 

Sec. 86-25. - Nonconforming uses must comply with chapter. 

Any building or land use not conforming to the zoning ordinance provisions for the district in 
whlch it is located shall. nevertheless, comply with all provisions of this chapter for the district in 
which it is located. 

Sec. 86-26. - Rights not tJ•ansferrable off property. 

The rights contained in this chapter. includint1. but not limited to those associated with sign sizes. 
numbers. types and allowances. as well as riabts associated with nonconforming siuns and appeal 
rights may not be transferred in anv manner to any other person. nor a2gregated with the sign 
ricllts of any other person. so as to applv to a property. sign, structure or building other than the 
propertv. sign, structure or building associated with the right in question. 
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Sec. 86-27. - Substitution of non-commercial speech for commercial speech. 

Notwithstandin anything contained in this chapter to the contnuy. am sign erected pursuant to 
the provisions ofthis chapter ma . at the option of the owner. contain a non-commercial messa i?e 
in lieu of a commercial message and the non-commercial copy ma be substituted at anv time in 
place of the commercial copy. The non-commercial message (copv) ma occup the entire sign 
face or an portion thereof. The sign face may be changed from commercial to non-commercial 
messa es. or from one non-commercial message to another non-commercial message, as 
.frequently as desired b the owner of tbe sign, provided that the size. height, setback and other 
dimensional criteria contained in this chapter have been satisfied. 

Sec. 86-28. - Content neutrality as to sign message (vie, p oint}. 

otwithstandin!! an or si t? structure shall be 
subiect to am limitation based upon the content (vie point) of the message contained on such sign 
or displayed on such sign structure. 

Sec. 86-29. - Violations and remedies. 

Any violation of this chapter or of an condition or requirement adopted pursuant to this chapter 
ma be restraine correcte or abated. as the case mav be. b in.unction or other a ro riate 
proceedings pursuant to law. The remedies of the city shall include, but not be limited to. the 
following: 

a. Issuance of a stop-work order; 

b . Seek an injunction or other order of restraint or abatement that requires the removaJ or 
the correction of the violation: 

c. Seek a court order imposing appropriate sanctions from any court of competent 
iurisdiction: 

d. In the case of a violation that poses an imminent danger to the public health or safety. 
takin such emer enc ' measures as are authorized in this cha ter: 

ment action ursuant to Florida Statutes Cha ter 162 and 
code. 
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SECTION 3. 1f any section, subsection~ sentence, clause, provision or word of this 

Ordinance is held unconstitutional or otherwise legally invalid~ same shall be severable and the 

remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected by such invalidity, such that any remainder of 

the Ordinance shall withstand any severed provision, as the City Council would have adopted the 

Ordinance and its regulatory scheme even absent the invalid part. 

SECTION 4. The Codifier shall codify the substantive amendments to the Belleair Beach 

City Code contained in Sections 1 through 2 of this Ordinance as provided for therein, and shall 

not codify the exordial clauses nor any other sections not designated for codification. 

ECTION 5 . Pursuant to Flo1ida Statutes § 166.041 ( 4), this Ordinance shall take effect 

immediately upon adoption. 

ADOPTED ON FIRST READING on the _ day of _____ ~ 2022, by the 

City Council oftbe City of Belleair Beach, Florida. 

PUBLISHED the _ _ day of ______ , 2022, in the Tampa Bay Times 

newspaper. 

ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING on the_ day of _____ _. 

2022, by the City Counci1 of the City ofBelleair Beach, Florida. 

David Gattis Mayor 
Attest: 

Patricia A. Gentry, City Clerk 

Approved as to Form: 

Randy D. Mora, City Attorney 
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City of Belleair Beach Goals. Objectives and Policies 

FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Manage the City's future development and redevelopment toward maintaining a 

totally residential character, promoting a healthful and safe environment, conserving natural 

qualities, and enhancing the City's economic base. 

Objective 1.1: 

Development orders shall not be issued unless the development is compatible with the 

physical constraints of the land, unless public facilities and s~rvices are available, and the 

development or redevelopment is compatible with su rounding and adjacent development 

patterns. 

Policy 1.1.1: 

Public facilities and services shall be available concurrent with the permitting of new 

development. New development shall not reduce the established-.level of service 

standards. 

Policy 1.1.2: 

All future infill development and redevelqpment shall. be consistent with and 

complement the totally r:esidential cmaracter of the city, c1nd be compatible with 

adjacent land uses. 

Policy 1.1.3: 

Future-residential redevel0pmet1t along Gulf 'Boulevard shall maximize, to the greatest 

extent possible., _vistas to Hie. Gulf ol Mexico. 

Policy 1,1.4: 

The City .shall not permit the introduction of any new land uses into existing 

neighborhoods, which would adversely impact the residential character of the 

community. 

Policy 1.1.5: 

Major infrastructure improvements shall be permitted only where they enhance 

residential neighborhoods or provide for the maintenance or improvement of adopted 

levels of service standards. 

Policy 1.1.6: 

To implement this comprehensive plan and pursuant to the land use categories 

established on the Git~«•s Ma 1 1 : Future Land Use Map, the following land use 

categories, together with their applicable criteria shall be used: 

Future Land Use Element 1 



Oty of Belleair Beach Goals, Obiectives and Policies 

Residential Low {RL) 

Purpose - It is the purpose of this category to depict those areas of the city that are now 

developed, or appropriate to be developed, in a low density residential manner; and to 

recognize such areas as primarily well-suited for residential uses that are cohsistent 

with the low density, non-intensive qualities and natural resource characteristics of 

such areas. 

Those uses appropriate to and consistent with this cat~gory include: 

Primary Uses - Residential 

Secondary Uses - Institutional; Transportation/Utility;- Recreation/Open Space 

Locational Characteristics - This category is generally appropriate to locations outside 

urban activity centers; in areas where use and development characteristics are low 

density residential in naturei and in areas serving,-as a tr~nsition between more . ~ 

suburban and more urban re id~.~tial areas. These areas are generally served by and 

accessed from minor and collec~or roadways which connect to the arterial and 
thoroughfare highway network. 

Density/Intensity Sfandards - Shall include the following, 
' ' 

Residential \Jse - Shall hot exceed four (4) dwell ing units per acre. 

Non-Residential Use ..: Shall not ·exce'7d a floor area ratio (FAR) of .40, nor an 

Impervious surface ratio (ISR) of .65 . 

Other Standards - Shall include the following: 

Institutional - Shall hot exceed a maximum area of three (3) acres. Any such use 

or contiguo4s like uses in excess of th is threshold shall requi re an appropriate 

plan amendment and corresponding zoning map amendment. 

Transportation/Utility - Shall not exceed a maximum area of three (3) acres. Any 

such use or contiguous like uses in excess of this threshold shall require an 

appropriate plan amendment and corresponding zoning map amendment. 

Fut ure Land Use Element 2 



City of Belleair Beach Goals, Objectives and Policies 

Residential Medium (RM} 

Purpose - It is the purpose of this category to depict those areas of the city that are now 

developed, or appropriate to be developed, ln a moderately intensive residential 

manner; and to recognize such areas as primary well-suited for residential uses that are 

consistent with the urban qualities, transportation facilities, and natural resource 

characteristics of such areas. 

Use Characteristics - Those uses appropriate to and consistent with this category 

include: 

Primary Uses - Residential 

Secondary Uses - None 

Locational Characteristics - This category is generally appropriate tq focations within or 

in close proximity to urban activity centers; 1n areas where use and development 

characteristics are medium dens-ity residential in nature; and in areas. serving as a 

transition between less urban and mQ_re res idential and mixed-use areas. These areas 

are typically in close proximity to .and may _~ave direct access from the arterial and 

thoroughfare hignw~y network. 

Density/Intensity Standards - Shall include the following: 

R_esid~ritial Use-. Shall not exceed fifteen (15) dwelling units per acre. 

Preservation (Pl 

ur ose ~ It is the purpose of this category to depict those areas of the city that are now 

characterized, or appropriate to be characterized, as a natural resource feature worthy 

of preservation; and to recognize the significance of preserving such major 

environmental features and their ecological functions. 

Use Characteristics - Those uses appropriate to and consistent with this category 
include: 

Primary Use_:_ - Open and undeveloped areas consistent with the following natural 

resource features and considerations: Tidal Wetlands including Saltwater Marsh, 

Undeveloped Barrier Islands and Spoil Islands; Natural Drainageways; Land 

Seaward of the Coastal Construction Control line; Dune Systems; Habitat for 

Endangered and Threatened Species; and such additional areas determined to 
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City of Belleair Beach Goals, Objectives and Policies 

have environmental significance and recognized in the applicable local 

government comprehensive plan. 

Locational Characteristics - This category is generally appropriate to those natural 

resource features it is designed to recognize wherever they may appear and at a size 

significant to the feature being depicted in relationship to its surroundings. In 

recognition of the natural conditions which they are intended to preserve, these 

features will frequently occur in a random and irregular pattern interposed among the 

other plan categories. 

Density/Intensity Standards - Shall include the following: 

No development is permitted 

Recreation/ Open Space (R/ OS) 

Purpose - It is the purpose of this category to depict those areas of the city that are now 

used, or appropriate to be used, f:or open space and/or recreational purposes; and to 

recognize the significance of providing open space and recreational areas as part of the 

overall land use plan. 

Use Characteristics - Those uses appropriate to and consistent with this category 

include: 

PrLrr,~ry Uses - Public/Privat~ Open Space; Public/Private Park; Public Recreation 

Facility; Pubtic Bea'Cf1/Water Access Maring. 

Locatiof'\.al Characteristics.- This ,category is generally appropriate to those public and 

private open spaces and recreational facilities dispersed throughout the city; and in 

recognition of the natural and man made conditions which contribute to the active and 

passive open space character and recreation use of such locations. 

Density/Intensity Standards - Shall include the following: 

No use shall exceed a floor area ratio (FAR) of .25, nor an impervious surface ratio 

(ISR) of .60. 

Institutional (I) 

Pu s~ - The Institutional Land Use Category is intended for those areas of the city that 
are now used, or appropriate to be used, for public/semi-public institutional purposes; 

Future Land Use Element 4 



City of Belleair Beach Goals, Obiectives and Policies 

and to recognize such areas consistent with the need, character and scale of the 
institutional use relative to surrounding uses, transportation facilities, and natural 
resource features. Those uses appropriate to and consistent with this category include: 

Primary Uses - Municipal Office/Public Bui ldings; Public Educational Facilities 

Secondary Uses -Transportation/Utility, Recreation/Open Space; 

Locational Characteristics: This category is generally appropriate to those locations 
where educational, health, public safety, civic, religious, and like institutional uses are 
required to serve the community; and to recognize,the special needs of these uses 
relative to their relationship with surrounding uses and transportation access. 

Intensity Standards - Shall include the following: 

Shall not exceed a floor area ratio (FAR) of .65, nor a rv·ous surfa(:e ratio 
IS R __Qf__Jl_5 . 

Other Standards - Shall include the following: 

Transportation/Utility Use - Shall not exceed a maximum area of ten (10) acres. 
Any such use, alone or when added to existing contiguous like use(s), which 
exceeds this threshold shall require a plan amendment which shall include such 
use and all contiguous like uses. 

f all be consistent mtb the corresponding 
C _ tab le. An amendment to a 
local future land u_s_ -----=- --=-==- ameo._dment to the 

Table Showing Countywide Plan Map Categories and 
Corresponding Future Land Use Map Categories 

Corresponding Future Land Use 

Countywide Plan Map Categories Map Categories 

Residential Low Medium Residentia l Low 

Residential Medium Residential Medium 

Preservation Preservation 

Recreation/Open Space Recreation/Open Space 

Institutional Public/Semi-Public 

Future Land Use Element 5 
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PoHcy 1.1.8: 

The City shall deny an amendment to its Future Land Use Map within the Coastal High 

Hazard Area (CHHA);--Whiel:1 that results in an increase of density or intensity; except 

that they may1 at their sole and absolute discretion, consider approving such 

amendment based upon a balancing of the following criteria, as are determined 

applicable and significant to the subject amendment: 

a. Access to Emergency Shelter Space and Evacuation Routes - The uses associated 

with the requested amendment will have access to adequate emergency shelter 

space as well as evacuation routes with adequate capacities and evacuation 

clearance times. 

b. Utilization of Existing and Planned lnfrasnucture .;The requested amendment will 

result in the utilization of existing infrastructure, as opposed to requiring the 

expenditure of public funds fonhe construction of new unplanned infrastructure 

with the potential to be damaged by coastal storms. 

c. Utilization of Existing Disturbed Areas - The requested amendtnent will result in 

the utilization of existing disturbed areas as opposed to natural areas that buffer 

existing development from coasta'I storms. 

d. Maintenance of Scenic Qualities and ltnprovemeht of Publ ic Access to Water -

The reque?ted amendment will result in the maintenance of scenic qualities, and 

the improvement of public <!Ccess, t o the Gulf of Mexico, inland waterways (such 

as Bo~a Ciega Bay), ana Tampa Bay. 

•.e. Water Dependent Use - The requested amendment is for uses which are water 

_dependent. 

f. Part of Community Redevelopment Plan - The requested amendment is included 

in a Community Redevelopment Plan, as defined by Florida Statutes for a 

downtown er other designated redevelopment area. 

g. Overall Reduction of Density or Intensity -The requested amendment would 

result in an increase in density or intensity on a single parcel, in concert with 

corollary amendments which result in the overall reduction of development 

density or intensity in the surrounding CHHA. 

h. Clustering of Uses-The requested amendment within the CHHA provides for the 

clustering of uses on a portion of the site outside the CHHA. 
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The City shall deny an amendment to its Future Land Use Mag within the Coastal Hi h 

Hazard Area (CHHAlJ.hat would errnit tb_e~s-==i~ti=n~o==r=ce""x=~~=c==-===--"-' 
inconsistent with the CHHA 

evacuation requirements! inclu_dirJ& hqw_i als, nursing homes, convalescent homes, 

adult living facilities, recreationa ve i les a d b. o es· e ce t that the m ~ 

their sole and absolute discretion~ consider apRroving such amendment based upon a 

balancin _Qf the crite_ria___enurr,erat.ed ifl Policy l ..:.1.8 as are dets!rmined a licable and 

si nificant to the sub 'ect amendment. 

~ ~~~~~-~=~;'='.ion of the B~_lleair Be c;.11 Marina to the City's economic 

ment of n_atur;3I resources_.__ and d~ ires to maintain its use as_ a '-='==================-=-====""==='=-=--
marina. 

Objective 1.2: 
Existing land uses which are incompatible or inconsistent with the Future land Use Map 

shall be eliminated. 

Policy 1.2.1: 
MeteJ Nonconformin tern orary lo in uses shall not be permitted to expand. In the 

event of a natll ral disaster, e:Kisting Fnetel such uses .s~all be redeveloped as multifamily 

residential consistent with the established densities on the Future land Use Map. 

Pelic;y 1,.J,:2; 
Future redei.ielopment of the 8elleair 8eaeh Marina sl:lall eofflpleFRent the eMisting 

residential character of the surrownding area. 

Objective 1.3: 
The City shall! over the short and long-term horizons of this comprehensive plan" ensure no 

net reduction in the. amount of land available and suitable for future utility facilities . 

Policy 1.3.1: 
While no future land needs for utility facility siting are anticipated over the horizon of 

this plan, the City shall identify and monitor the facility improvement plans for Pinellas 

County and other utility entities to ensure that adequate lands are available to 

accommodate facility maintenance and upgrading. 

Policy 1.3.2: 
Consistent with state law, new electric substations shall be permissible in all land use 

categories in the City. 
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Objective 1.4: 

Recognizing that the City of Belleair Beach is located within the coastal zone of Pinellas 

County, future growth and development shall be managed through the preparation, 

adoptionr implementation and enforcement of land development regulations consistent 

with this adopted comprehensive plan. 

Policy 1.4.1: 
The City shall periodically review its present land development codes and ordinances 

(e.g., zoning, subdivision regulations, signage) and identify any revisions necessary to 

implement the Future Land Use Element. 

Policy 1.4.2: 
Land use and zoning regulations shall inclule flexible and innovative techniques that 

recognize the vulnerability of the area between Gulf Boulevard and the Gulf of Mexico 

to storm surges and that incorporate the aesthetic value of the Gulf of Mexico into the 

development. 

Policy 1.4.3: 

Land development regulations shall co.ntain minimum design standards including 

adequate drainage and stormwater management structu11es, open space, and safe and 

convenient on-site traffic flow. These standards shall be reviewed against the need for 

on-site vehicular parking. 

Goal 2: Comply with Chapter 2012-245, Laws of Florida, as amended, by participating in the 

countywide ·p1ant1lng process through representation on and coordination with ti:le PiRellas 
PlaRRing CeYRGil Forwa_ Ping(la , to ensure consistency between the City's comprehensive 

plan and the Countywide Rwles Pia for Pinellas County. 

Objective 2.1: 

~ The Future L~nd Use Element of the City of Belleair Beach Comprehensive Plan shall be 

consistent with the S:ountywide F1:1tYFe laRe Use Plan~ including the categories, ru les, 

policies, and procedures thereof. 

Policy 2.1.1: 

Through its Future Land Use Element, the City shall maintain consistency with the 

Countywide i;yti:JFc laAel Use Plan Map by requiring the following: 

• Identification of any inconsistencies between the future land use element and 

plan maps of the City of Belleair Beach and the Countywide i;utt:Jre LaA~ Use 
Plan Map1 its categories, rules, policies and procedures. 

Future Land Use Element 8 
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• Processing for action by the PiRellas PlaAAiAg Cmmcil Forward Pinellas and the 

Board of County Commissioners, acting in their capacity as the Countywide 

Planning Authority, all land use plan amendments required to reconcile 

outstanding inconsistencies between the respective land use plans, such 

processing to be initiated by the City. 

Policy 2.1.2: 

Per Chapter 2012-245, laws of Florida, as amended, the City's land development 

regulations shall contain density/intensity standards and !!ether standards~ consistent 

with the Count wide Rules= CaAcerniAg the Aeministr:atieR ef the C01:1Rtywiele i;1;1t1,,1re 

l aFld Use PlaA. 

Future Land Use Element 9 



City of Belleair Beach Goals, Objectives and Policies 

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Maintain an overall transportation system which meets existing and future demands 

including, but not limited to roadways, mass transit, bikeways, sidewalks and parking 

facilities. 

Objective 1.1: 

Maintain a multimodal transportation systetn that increases mobility for bicyclists, 

pedestrians and transit users as well as motorists, and that promotes development patterns ,. 
that reduce vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas'emissions. 

Policy 1.1.1: 

The City shall implement a Mobility Manag~ment System tllrou~h the application of 

Transportation Element policies and t e site plan review proce~s: Policies pertaining to 

the application of the Mobility Managemfnt System are listed belQw.1 

1. All development projects-generating ne~ trips shall be subject fo payment of a 
multimodal impact fee: 

2. Develop merit projects that,generate' between Si and 300 new peak hour trips 

on deficient toads shall be cla~sifl~d as tie•r-1 ~and _required to submit a 

transpo(_tation management pl,.,n (TMP) designed to address their impacts while 

increasing ~o~ility}:lnd_r~ducing the demand for single occupant vehicle travet. 

3. Deve'foP.ment p(ejects that generate more than 300 new peak hour trips on ., 

deficient ro.~ds shall{>e classified as tier 2, required to conduct a traffic study, 

and submit an._accomp'arJying report and TMP based on the report findings. 

4. Multimodal impact tee assessments may be applied as credit toward the cost of 

aTMP. 

5. A traffic stutly_and/or TMP for a development project not impacting a deficient 

road corridor shall be required if necessary to address the impact of additional 

trips generated by the project on the surrounding traffic circulation system. 

6. Deficient roads shall include those operating at peak hour level of service (LOS) E 

and F and/or volume-to-capacity (v/c) ratio 0.9 or greater without a mitigating 

improvement scheduled for construction within three years. 
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7. Multimodal impact fee revenue shall be utilized to fund multimodal 

improvements to local, county or state facilities that are consistent with the 

comprehensive plan as well as the Metropelitan PlanAing 0Fganilation (MPO~ 
_ Long Range Transportation Plan. 

8. The City shall support the effort of the MPOPin_eUas County to complete ~ 

bieAnial periodic update~ of the Multimodal Impact Fee Ordinance_ throijgh tl=le 

MPO planning precess, whicl:i incluEles rC\•iew bi,• tl:ie MPO Technical 

C00relinating CemFAittee anEI MPO Pelicy Board. 

Policy 1.1.2: 

Unless otherwise prohibited by lot configuration, access to residential properties 

fronting on Gulf and Causeway Boulevards shall be via th~ local street system. Where 

ingress and egress from a local street is not possib le, circular drives or on-site turning 

areas shall be required to avoid backing onto the minor arterial facilities. 

Policy 1.1.3: 
The City shall limit the number qf connections to Gulf Boulevard and Causeway 

Boulevard. 

Policy 1.1.4: 

The City shall require as a condition of development approval the dedication of . , 

appropriate right-of-way to maintain the minimum standard of 100 feet for Gulf 

Boulevard and Causeway Boulevard. 

Policy 1.1.5: 
ihe City shal l require that all local residential streets maintain a minimum SO feet right-•. 

of-way. Since the City's street sys,tem is totally developed, this policy shall apply in the 

event of r~development. 

Objective 1.2: 
The City's Transportation Element shall be coordinated with the future land uses depicted 

on the Future Land Use Map, FDOT 5-year Transportation Plan, the Pinellas Ce,,mty 

Metropolitan Planning Organi2:atien fprward Pir,ella~ Long Range Transportation Plan, and 

plans of neighboring jurisdictions. 

Policy 1.2.1: 

The City's Planning Board shall continually monitor and provide an annual report to the 

City Council regarding changes or impacts of the above transportation planning efforts 

on the City of Belleair Beach. 
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Policy 1.2.2: 

The City shall promote t he Pinellas CouRty Metref;)olitan Planning OrgaRization Forwarq_ 

Pinellas Long Range Transportation Plan roadway improvements necessary to safely and 

efficiently carry local and non-local traffic through the City and divert unnecessary 

t hrough traffic toward alternative routes. 

Policy 1.2.3: 
RecegRizing The City_r_eco nizes_that Gulf Boulevard and Causeway Boulevard . as 

g_gpicted on Mao 2: Transpprtatio11_Corridors Mae,,. are the only major roadways within 

the City and are functiona lly controlled by Pinellas County= 

Polic 1.2 .4: 

;-ti he City of Belleair Beach shall, through it s designated einellas MPO 1:.or.w__ard Pinellas 

representative and the public participatory process, make kn._own the unique residential 

needs and characteristics of Belleair Beach for the future implementation of the 

countywide transportation system plan. 

Policy 1.2.2,4: 
The social and economic needs of the individual and the community shall receive 

maximum consideration in the developmen,t arid implementation of the County's 

overall transportati o!' system with the City. 

Policy 1.2.~5: 
The City (ecognizes the Belleair Beach Causeway and its approaches as a 

Seen ic/Non~ommercial Corridor and shall ensure that provisions of the Countywide 

Rules are implemented along this roadway for any development for which the city is 

responsible. 

ObjeGtive 1.aPolic 1.2 7: 

The City shall coordinate wit h the Pinellas County-MPG, wh ich maintains functional 

responsibility for Gulf .Boulevard and Causeway Boulevard 1 to ensure the motori2:ed anE:1 

ROR motorized tran~portation needs of the residents of Belleair Beach are met in the 

safest, most efficient, and convenient manner possible. 

ob·ective 1.3: 

The City reco nizes that ttaffic congestion resu tin from increased develo ment o 

11 , -Ahb,mn or. , 1u 1 1 cts on the mobilit 
residents. and shall seek means to add_ress this i..s_sue.., 
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Polic 1.3.1: 
The City s!Jall work with Forward Pinellas. Pinellas_County, and nP1 '1bonn £' - ----~ 

_ to ex lore means of decreasing or diverting t1roy ,n traffic into Bellea ir 

PoJ.ity 1.3.2: 

The Ci~ sh~IL eek furigjn at1r · increased traffc flows into 

~elleair Beach from ne1 ~--------

The Cit shc1II coordin~_tf ½lilh aQ ermes to explor~ the u_se_of trc1ffic control 

h ---- ,------"-"u="i=-r -'----'-'-'--~-"""'i. 

0 

Objective 1.4 

The Cit shall seek o obilit for edestrians and bic cli ts . 

Policy 1.~ .1: 
The City shall coordinate with Pinell~s (Q.un1'l_ aJ_lcl Forward Pinellas to, thro1::1gh it5 
desigRated ref')resentati¥e SR tf;;ie PiRellas MPO, ensure. that lannin for g_ed_estrian_and 

bic cle clths and bic 1cle friend I des· n standards is incor orated into f1::1b.1re 

impro>rements to G1::1lf Bo1:1levard aRd Belleair Causeway iRcorJ<)orate pedestrian and 
biCJ1•cle paths and bic•,<cle friendli,i design standards into J:)lans for future roadway 

projects within the city. 

Policy 1.~ .2: 
Th~ City shall support the futt,1re ,development of non-motorized corridors for cycling, 

jogging, and walking. 

Policy 1.4.3: 

The City shall c_oordinate with Forward e.inellas and neighboring communities in the 

regulation of rnicromobiht device_s_suc.h as e-bikes and scooters. 

Objective 1.4~: 

The City shall coordinate with Pinellas County to implement a transportation system that 

enhances environmental quality by reducing the environmental impacts of water, air, and 

noise pollution. 
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Policy 1.4j .1: 
The City shall require parking lots to be paved and on-site retention provided for the 

proposed multifamily uses to reduce fugitive dust. The City shall allow the use of 

permeable materials (such as grass, geoweb, or turfblock). 
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HOUSING ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Maintain and protect the City•s existing neighborhoods and housing stock and 

provide for the infilling of future residential development in the most environmentally 

sensitive, structurally sound, and cost effective manner possible. 

Objective 1.1: 

Recognizing the City's limited ability to provide affordable housing within its corporate 

limits, the City shall maintain coordination with Pinellas County through continued 

participation in the Pinellas County Housing Authority or other agencies charged with the 

responsibility of providing affordable housing. 

Policy 1.1.1: 
The City shall actively participate in County-sponsored housing programs, where 

applicable, which provide opportunities fpr affordable housing on a Ciountywide basis. 

Policy 1.1.2: 

Through coordination with the Pinellas County Housing Authority, the City of Belleair 

Beach will continue to support and provide sites, if practicable, for extremely low-, very 

low-, low- and moderate-income housing, and group homes consistent with t he 

residential character ami density of Belleair Beach1 

Policy 1.1.3: 

The Eity shall maintain a streamlined review and permitting process to avoid any 

unnecessary req_ulrements in order to. expedite private sector development and any 

required renovation/ remodeling of existi'ng structures. 

Objective 1.2: 
In an effort to maintain, at a. minimum, the current level of housing standards, the City 

shall encourage the conservation, rehabilitation, or demolition of the housing stock through 

code enforcement and the issuance of citations when appropriate. 

Policy 1.2.1: 

The City shall encourage individua l homeowners to increase private reinvestment in the 

existing housing stock and to continue a high level of property maintenance. 

Policy 1.2.2: 

Major infrastructure improvements shall be permitted only where they enhance 

residential neighborhoods or provide for the maintenance or improvement of adopted 

levels of service standards. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Retain access to and availability of infrastructure system(s) necessary to support the 
existing and future populations within the City. 

Objective 1.1; 
The City of Belleair Beach shall continue to coordinate with Pinellas County to correct 

existing deficiencies and to ensure that adequate facility capacity is available to meet the 

demands of future development and/or redevelopment. 

Policy 1.1.1: 

The following level of service standards are hereby adopted for the purpose of 

calculating future facility capacity and demand generated by development and 

redevelopment activity. 

Stormwater Drainage: 

Quallty: 

Sanitary Sewer: 

Potable Water: 

Solid Waste: 

Policy 1.1.2: 

25-year, 24-hour storm event 

Consistent with Ch. 62-25, F.A.C. 

~ lli gallons per capita per day 

~ 15 gallons per capita per day 

1.3 tons per capita per year 

Pinellas County Utilities (PCU) shall proviae all potable water supply and sanitary sewer 

service to the City, coAsistent with the interlocal agreement between the City and the 

County. 

Policy 1.1.3: 
The City of Belleair Beach shall ensure through coordination with Pinellas County and 

review of roadway improvement plans that any improvements to Gulf Boulevard will 

effectively eliminate any minor local ponding of water adjacent to the residential and 

beach access parcels within the City. 

Policy 1.1.4: 
The City adopts by reference the Pinellas County Utilities' Water Supply Facilities Work 

Plan effec ive January 1. 2023. The City and Pinellas County shall work together to 

reduce the City's potable water demand consistent with Pinellas County Utilities' Water 

Supply Facilities Work Plan. 
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Policy 1.1.S 

The City will coordinate with Pinellas County to ensure that plumbing permits specify 

the installation of water conservation devices for new construction, pursuant to 

Chapter 553.14, F.S., and encourage the installation of the same during redevelopment 

or rehabilitation. 

Policy 1.1.6 
The City will support Pinellas County and the Southwest Florida Water Mana_gg 

Di tn, t S1,GJl=\6JMO restrictions for unnecessary consun1Ption of potable water, 

particularly as it relates to irrigation, lawn watering, and vehicle washing during periods 

of drought, supply reduct ion, and other emergencies. 

Policy 1.1.7 

The City shall promote, through a public edwcation program developed in cooperation 
with he Southwest Florida Water Mana ement District SWl=\1'JMO and the Pinellas 

County Utilities, the use and reuse of wat~r of the lc;,west acceptable quality for the 

purpose intended. 

Policy 1.1.8: 
Prior to approval of a building permit, the .City-shall corisult with Pinellas County Utilities 

to determine whether adequate water supplies !6 serve the new development will be 

available no later than the anticipated date of issuan':~~ by the County of a certificate of 

occupancy. 

Objectives 1.2: 
The City of Bellea-ir B_each shall provide educational brochures t r , - ·i.u, so that residents 

can implement t:4e-water conser-vatiion measures in an effort to conserve the County's 

water resources. 

Policy 1.2.1: 

The City shall promote water conservation through education of residents about 

Xeriscaping™, maintena_nce and installation of irrigation systems, and low-flow 

plumbing fixtures. 

Policy .2! ,2,2: 

Belleair Beach will cooperate with the Southwest Florida Water Management District in 

dealing with water shortages and enforcing water use restrictions. 
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COASTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Protect and improve the environmental quality and natural and economic resources 

of the City of Belleair Beach; protect human life; and, limit public expenditures within the 

Coastal High Hazard Area. 

Objective 1.1: 

The infilling of development on the remaining vacant singl·e-family parcels will result in no 

net reduction of marine grass beds, mangrove forests, and coastal marshes. 

Policy 1.1.1: 

The dredging and filling of seagrass beds shall be prohibi.ted except in circumstances of 

overriding public interest. Mitigation is r:equired. 

Policy 1.1.2: 

Future development of mangrove forests and coastal marshes shall 'be prohibited. 

Policy 1.1.3: 
Living marine resources shall be protected from immediate and future degradation 

resulting from imp-roper ,development and/or waste dispqsal practices. The City shall 

ensure that future infill d~velopment. arid redevelopment results in no net loss in living 

marine resoure:es. 

Policy 1.1.4: 
Both Heron and Pelican l~lands shall be preserved m their present state, and no 

d~velopment shall be permitted. 

Policy '1-.1.5: 
The City shall require th~ use of native vegetation in required buffers, setbacks and 
open spaces. 

Policy 1.1.6: 

Areas ff uture roadway drainage detention areas shall be located; and designed, and 

enhanced landscaping shall be utilized_ in such a manner as to complement the existing 

residential character of the city and result in no net reduction of water quality to 

abutting waters. 
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Policy 1.1. 7: 
Since manatees occasionally frequent Clearwater Harbor ngar 6el leair Beach, ~ 

area of t he City, tt:ie Eity shall coordinate with appropriate agencies to ensure that 

reduced boating speed limits will be ~ , 'J -- d_in water le&& thai:i f.e~r teet iR deptt.:i 
anet in seagrass areas.d sj&na e_u m.anate rotection areas . , 1, , E 1 1 ' 

Policy 1.1.8: 

No new point sources shall be permitted to discharge into Clearwater Harbor and the 

Gulf of Mexico from the. City of Belleair Beach. 

Policy 1.1.9: 
In an effort to reduce non-point source pollutant loadings with respect to future 

multifamily development/redevelopment, the City shall ens4re that: 

(1) on-site retention or detention ekhal <1_ccommodate the-first one inch of runoff. 

(2) periodic inspections of stormwater control structures are conducted to ensure 

proper function and maintenance. 

Policy 1.1.10: 
Development adjatent to the Clearwater Harbor Aquatic Preserve shall be limited to 

single family, public facilities, and open space/publi~ access. 

Policy 1.1.11: 
A coastal building setb~ck require~ent eql!.l_al to or landward of the State Coastal 

Construction Control Line_shall be strict!y enforced. 

Objective 1.2: 
Existing water-dependent uses, other than existing commercial motel facilities, shall be 

preserved . 

Policy 1.2.1: 
Recreational waterfrnnts, including existing mini parks and gulf beach access, shall be 

preserved..,. Nanci no net reduction in the amount of acreage devoted to these uses 

shall be permitted. 

Policy 1.2.2: 
While not the responsibility of Belleair Beach, the City shall coordinate with Pinellas 

County to ensure the availability of beach access along Causeway Boulevard. 
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Policy 1.2.3: 
The expressed desire of the residents of Belleair Beach to retain an exclusively 

resident ial character shall effectively eliminate the need for the expansion of existing 

commercial uses or the development or redevelopment of future commercial water

related and/or water- dependent uses as reflected on the Future Land Use Map, except 

for the yaEl=lt dl::113 Belleair Beach Marina facility.- Th=i=s=t=er==l=========--e=a=r=to===b2..e='.l.o..~ 
common use and isn't used elsewhere in the lan. 

Objective 1.3: 
The City of Belleair Beach shall maintain the clearance time for hurricane evacuation 

identified by Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council. and any~ proposed development 

shall not increase this clearance time. 

Policy 1.3.1: 
The evacuation times adopted in the latest hurricane evacuation study published by the 

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council~ ~ e S ; c e Qry 5 

hurricane standard of 16 hours, shall be used for comprehensive plan. amendment 

review and development review ~n·d approval. 

Policy 1.3.2: 
The City shal l coordinate with the Pinellas County t0 ensur!= continued shelter capacity 

to accommodate existing and future residents of the ~ity. 

Policy 1.3.3: 
The City s~all provide informatior-i for distribution to City residents identifying the 

established evacyation routes and shelters. 

Policv 1.3.4 

The City. in cooperation with the Pinellas County Erner en Mana e e t the 

American Red Cross qf Tu.lllQ_a Ba ~ c!nd th~otber island communities shall artici 

in annual hurric !l. r?~redness seminars to increase hurricane awareness. 

Policy 1.3.5 
response personri~I and_yolunteers shall coordinate with county and 

state emergency response_a en...cie_s in emer ency pla_nn in~ including communications 

traffic control. and warn in o _erations to affect a safe and efficient evacuation of the 

city. 
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Policy 1.3.§4 : 

The City shall coordinate with Pinellas County to ensure that future facility 

improvements to Causeway Boulevard do not increase hurricane evacuation clearance 

times. 

Objective 1.4: 
The City shall restrict development and redevelopment densities to those adopted in the 

Future Land Use Element and shall limit the expenditure of public funds in Coastal High 

Hazard Areas (CHMA) to those facilities necessary for the protection of health and safety. All 

building and development activities in these areas shall be conducted in such a manner as 

to lessen the existing danger to life and public and private property. 

Policy 1.4.1: 
The CMMA Coastal Hi h H_Qzard Area is defined as that porti'on of the community below 

the elevation of the category 1 storm surge line as established b,y a Sea, Lake, and 

Overland Surges from Hurricanes (SLOSH) computerized storm surge model. 

Policy 1.4.2: 
The City defines a Coastal Storm Area as. the area t'kat includes the following: 

(1) the Coastal Hi~h Hazard Area (CHHAL 
(2) the causeway, 

(3) any area surrounded by the CHHA or by the CHHA and a body of water, and 

(4) all areas located within the Velocity Zone as designated by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency. 

Policy 1.4.3: 
The CHHA Cg_astal H rea as defined in Policy 1.4.1, together with the Coastal 

Storm Area as defined in Policy i.4.2, beiRg consistent with the Pinellas Planning 

Ce~mcil UJfJRtywide PloR Rules, shall be the area of coastal development and 

redevelopment regulation within the City of Belleair Beach. This area is depicted on 

Map 3: Coastal H H a . lU 4: F-l:Jt1:1Fe LeRd Use f:lnd Nil~UFC 

Tffl~ertoooR Ger,riders. 

Policy 1.4.4: 
City-funded roadways, water, sewer and drainage improvements shall not be built in 

the Coastal High Hazard Area unless the facility is for public access maintenance 

improvements1 or restoration of infrastructure service following a natural disaster. 

Objective 1.5: 

The City shall implement the priority reconstruction/redevelopment program outlined in 

this comprehensive plan, as appropriate, immediately following a natural disaster 
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Policy 1.5.1: 

Following a natural disaster, the City Manager, in concert with _he City Council, shall 

coordinate the implementation of the Post Disaster Development Plan. 

Policy 1.5.2: 

Following a natural disaster, the City shal l: (1) rev1ew damages and assess the priorities 

for repair and/or reconstruction, (2) coordinate with county, state and federal officials 

as appropriate to prepare application for disaster assistance, (3) identify options for 

repair or reconstruction of damaged public facilities, arid (4) implement a 

redevelopment strategy and plan for both short and, long-term redevelopment. 

Policy 1.5.3: 

The City shall develop and implement a program for immediate repair and clean up 

needed to protect the public health safety and welfare of ret.uming citizens. Such 

activities shall include (1) restoration bf potable water, sanitary .sewer and electrical 

power as appropriate, (2) removal of sto'rm debris to facilitate movement of vehicular 

traffic, and (3) identification and removal of·unsafe structures and identifying structures 

to receive priority permitting ,app_rov~ls. 

Policy 1.5.4: 

The City shall identify long-term redevelopment strategies based upon an assessment 

of infrastruct1,.1re and/or structural damage. Appropriate interagency hazard mitigation 

reports shall be thoroughly assessed to assist the City [n distinguishing between 

immediate repair cl~n-up activities and long-term repairs. 

Policy 1.5.S: 
The City shall require that any structure which incurs damage in excess of fifty (50) 

perceqt of its fair market value-shalt.1Q. be rebuilt to meet all applicable codes, 

ordinances and development regulations. This policy shall not be construed to prohibit 

replacement of a single-family house on an existing platted lot. 

Policy 1.5.6: 
Recognizing that a major hurricane could result in the need for extensive repairs to 

public infrastructure, the City shall; maintain a contingency fund, at a level to be 

determined1 in order to ensure a local dollar match for state and/or federal disaster 

assistance grants. 

Policy 1.5.7: 

The City shall annually review the local and/or regional evacuation plans to ensure 

coordination of the Citi,' land use densities and population projections. 
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Objective 1.6: 

The City shall pro1Jide t!hrough cooperation with Pinellas County. the City shall provide a 

transportation system, tJ,•hich that promotes public safety and welfare. 

Policy 1.6.1: 
The City shall coordinate with Pinellas County Emergency Management to ensure that 

evacuation routes are posted. 

Objective 1.7: 
Belleair Beach will comply with all local, state and federal air quality regulations to ensure 

protection and enhancement of air resources. 

Policy 1.7.1: 
Belleair Beach will cooperate with Pinellas County to support of federal fuel volatility 

regulations as a means of significantly reducing mobile source pollutant emissions. 

Policy 1.7.2: 
Application of pesticides and other'"toxic substances shall be timed and performed in 

such a manner as to minimize exposure. 

Ob· ective 1.8: 
ife a · · t o 

11=at=2:r=a===I d=-i-=:s-=as=t=e~rs=-.ta:s;;,h""r""'oa=,u""==='===Ei===========E======<c======cE.:a=I e=-m=e=-n .. t"""a..:.t..;;:.-,-ion of hazard mi ti gat ion 

measures . 

..::..;.:....,.aa...:=L""""-""==,=;.:e=="""n_ate an emerg,gn~ mana_gement coordinjl_tor who acts as a liaison 

ion<!!_ County and City emergency resgonse .i!fl. l_anni a encies · 

aruien.su e .c_oo__tdin_atio between emergency management and ~e.lmm)ent 

management ~ .t.i..v.ttles in e Cit . 

e.ru.I._c lJl.2: 
Reco nizin~t the entire community is located with in the CQgstal Hi h Hazar9 Are4. 

Coastal..SJor_rn_ ea and the 100- ear flood lai ll.J:he City shallsido )t and strict enforcg_ 

all.a rp riate federal. state. and local coas al con truction codes. coasta l setback 

re_quirements, w.ecial Coastal Construction Control Line ffl cilit restrictions. and 

@ode.Jain m<magemerit r eg__ulations. 
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Polic 1.8,.3: 

SQe_cial care facilities such as hospit~ls., nursing h_omE!s, convalescent homes, adult living 

facilities shal the Coastal Hi h Hazard A ea .. u ~ 

provisions for safe and efficiem evacuation and shelter are ensurE!_d . 

Polic 1.8.4: 

The City shall seek opportunities or -ru'1din to relocate or har en infrastructure to 

reduce its vulnerabilify to natural disasters includin J:!!!Qer rounding of utilities where 

appropriate. 

ob·ective 1.9: 
Th ou h provisions in its land develo re uletions, the Ci · lement 

develo ment and redevelo men le ies and en ineerin solutions that 

reduce the floop ~ram hi h-tide events storm surgg, flash floods stormwater runoff, 

and the related im acts of sea level rise . 

Polic 1.9.1: 
Land that is sub·ect tgJLooding ions a 't to be 

to2_ographically unsuitable shall not be pl 

other use as may endanger health. life=QI==-rc,~~~ ~~~-~-~~~~~ 
conditions. 

All osed new develo all iewed to determi~that such proposals~ 

consistent · minimize flood e a_od will be cease safe from 

floodin . 

All public c'lities such as sewer as electric...__co.m.my_nications. and water 

systems shal!..b.e_loca~d and constructed to minimize or elimioate fi.Qod dam e. 

Polic 1.9.4: 

For new develq_pmentJ.n AE and VE flood zones ade uate_ drainage shall be~ rovided to 

reduce ex _Q_sure to flo__o_d hazards and ade uate draina e ath__s shall be provided to 

uide floodw ters a.IQ.Y.illl_gfld away from _ero osed structures. 

ractices develo ment and redevelopment 

tions that will result in the removal of coastal 

real ro ert from flood zone desi a I ns est the Federal Erner 

Mana-8,ement Agenc_y 
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ortunities for federal, state and local assistance with public 

or flood dama e. 

Polic¥1..,_10.2: 

The City shall consider one or o e o the followin strate ies in those areas which 

receive ma ·or or moderatE;! flo_od dama~: 

• Relocation: 
• Reduction of _grfilissib_le densit or intensit of use· 
• Reconstruction in com liance with current building and construction standards; or 
~ Public acqufsition. 

Ob'ective 1.11: 

The City shall identify site development techni ues and besJ: practices that ma red_y_ce 

losses due to flooding and claims made ung_er flood insurance policies i sued in this state. 

Policy 1.11.1: 

The City shall prohibit the alteration of sand dune~ or mangrove stands which would 

I lood dama e. 

rotective barriers that hel a~ommodate or chann_el floo!iwaters· co trol fill in~ 

grading,, dred ing and other dgvelo ment that may increase flood dama e· and __rey_en_t 

or re ula~h_e construction of flood barriers which will unna._turally divert floodwaters 

or which ma increase flood hazards in other areas. 

Polic 

e retrofittin of existin_g_ structures to mitigate potential dama~es 

from natural disasters. 

The Cit shall continue to coordinate with Pinellas County and the Arm_y Corps of 

Engineers to evaluate the feasibility of beach renourishment_, ero ion control structures 

or other ~tion to reserve and rotect the ub_lk_beacbfrollt from erosion and the 

potential eifects of sea level rise. 

Coastal Management and Conservation Element 25 



City of Belleair Beach 

Policy 1.11.5: 

Surge Vulnerability Assessment to hel 

vulnerable to flooding. 

Objective 1.12: 

Goals, Objectives and Policies 

The City sha~====i~~~=~-o~tber localgo_vernments to artici ate, in the 
Nati administered by the Federal 

remium discounts for 

residents. 

S stern and shall work to maintain or increase its ratin 

Policy 1.12.2: 

The City shall assist residents by providing information about the National Flood 

lrJsurance Pro ram and flood dama e reventioo on its official website. 

ies of available elevation certificates on its official web.site. 
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RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Provide adequate parks and recreation facilities and open space areas, which 
enhance the health, safety and welfare of the city's residents and promote a sense of 
community. 

Objective 1.1: 
The City shall maintain access to existing park sites from surrounding neighborhoods. 

Policy 1.1.1: 
The City shall continue to coordinate beach access maintenance programs with the 
Town of Belleair Shore, thereby ensuring convenient •access to the Gulf of Mexico by 
City residents via the three beach access sites located in Belleair Shore. 

Objective 1.2: 
To coordinate with all levels of government, quasi-public.entities, and the private sector 
toward providing multiple recreational opportunities to City residents. 

Policy 1.2.1: 
Recognizing the physical limitatrons of tlie city to expand parkland uses, the City shall 
assist its residents by providing information on area-wide pµblic, quasi-public, and 
private recreatien opf:)ortunities. 

Policy 1.2.2: 
Any future redevelqpm.ent of multifamily uses shall provide for on-site recreational 
facilities to the maximum extent ~ossible. 

Objective 1.3: 
The City shall allow· no net ·rec;juction in the amount of access currently provided to the Gulf 
of Mexico and Clearwater Harbor. 

Policy 1.3.1: 

The City of Belleair Beach shall retain ownership rights to its properties provid ing or 
having the potential to provide public access to coastal areas . 

Policy 1.3.2: 
The City of Belleair Beach shall coordinate with Pinellas County and adjacent 
municipalities to develop measures to increase accessibility to shoreline areas. 
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Policy 1.3.3: 
The City shall expand the current level of maintenance and landscaping of its existing 
shoreline park sites, thereby encouraging and facilitating increased enjoyment of and 
access to the shoreline. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Achieve an optimal level of coordination, which is appropriate for attaining maximum 

efficiency. 

Objective 1.1: 
The City of Belleair Beach shall effectively coordinate the comprehensive plan with the 

plans of the School Board,!- other units of government providing services, but not having the 

regulatory authority over the use of land~, and the comprehensive plans of adjacent 

municipalities and the County to ensure consistency with and implementation of the plan. 

Policy 1.1.1: 
Services and information shall be shared with other agencies and jurisdictions. 

Policy 1.1.2: 
Intergovernmental coordination activities shall be-reviewed periodically to avoid 

needless paperwork, duplication, non-productive meetings, and other waste. 

Policy 1.1.3: 
The City of Belleair Beach shall maintain existing interlocal agreements and consider 

new interlocal agreements for services and public access with adjacent jurisdictions 

where appropriate. 

Objective 1.2: 
Intergovernmental coordination shall help to achieve effective implementation of the local 

comp.rehensive plan. 

Policy 1.2.1: 

The City shall cooperate with other communities and agencies in the region to bring 

private and pl:lblic sectors together for establishing an orderly, environmentally, and 

economically sound plan that addresses the future needs of growth. 

Policy 1.2.2: 

Development of regional programs that will reduce unnecessary delays in federal, state, 

and local development review procedures is encouraged. 

Policy 1.2.3: 

level of service standards shall be coordinated with other state, regional, or local 

entities having operational and maintenance responsibility for public faci lities. 
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Goal 2: Establish a regular means of communication among officials of adjacent jurisdictions, 
Pinellas County, and Forward PLnellas \h@ Matr:epolilan Planning Q1=gani2,atien/Pinellas 
Planning Ceyncil for the purpose of addressing and resolving issues of mutual interest that 
arise from the City's comprehensive plan and the plans of others. 

Objective 2.1: 
+& The City shall identify and coordinate the effects of special districts in Pinellas County 

with the comprehensive plan. 

Policy 2.1.1: 
The City will periodically review the plans and independent special district facility 

reports of the Southwest Florida Water Management District,. (SWFV..<MD}, a Ra Tampa 

Bay Water (T8W), and Pinellas County Utilities.,:aAe to ide,nt ify and resolve conflicts with 

the City's comprehensive plan, including concurrency-related items. 

Objective 2.2: 
ffhe City shall identify and describe joint processes for collaborative plannin·g on population 

projections, facilities subject to conc.~rrency, facilitie.s With countywide significance, and 

problematic land uses. 

Policy 2.2.1: 
The City will coordinate With the Pinellas C01::1nt•1 Planr:1ing Department Forward Pinellas 

in order to develop countywide population projections that include expected growth 

shewR iR the cem~txehensi~e plaA for the community. 

Policy 2.2.2: 
The City will review the draft population projections and consider using them in the 

update of the comprehensive plan. 

Policy 2.2.3: 
The City will forward the population projections used in its comprehensive plan to t he 

School Board so th~y can consider projected growth and development as it relates to 

the future need for schools in the School Board 1s 5, 10, and 20-year facility plans. 

Policy 2.2.4: 
City staff will coordinate annually, or more often as needed, with Pinellas County staff 

for the purpose of determining future needs for water and sewer. 
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Pelic•t 2.3.5: 

The Cit'( will coordinate, through the Metropolitan Planning Organii!ation (MPO), the 

transportation needs of the City with the neees of the remainder of the county.J ,Moved 

under Objective 2.31 

Pelic•t 2,2.i: 

The City will fori.vard requests for access to County maintained roadways for comment 

concerning their plans ans policies. I Moved under Objective 2.3J 

Policy 2.2.~ : 

The City will coordinate with service providers that have no regulatory authority over 

the use of land in the city to develop recommendations that address ways to improve 

coordination of the City's concurrency maflagement methodologies and systems, and 

levels of service. 

Policy 2.2. == 
The City will continue to coordinate with Pinellas County for the provis,ion of 

countywide facilities, includiA_g b!-;lt not limited to, potable water service, sanitary sewer 

service, solid waste disposal, th1: St. P'=;tersburg/Clea.rwater International Airport, and 

the Pinellas County Emergency Operations.. ~er:1ter. 

PeliCtt' 2,2,9; 

+!:le City will c0ntin1::1e to coordinate witl:i the MPO staff for the provision of bridges, 

major transportation facilities, and mass transit. !Moved under Objective 2.31 

Policy 2.2.~ Z: 

The City will forward notice o.f pr9posed Future Land Use Element policies related to 

hurrit:~ne shelters and evacuation routes, as well as Future Land Use Map amendments 

resulting-in an increase in population within the Coastal High Hazard Areas and Coastal 

Storm Area, to the Tampa Bay Regiona l Planning Council and the Pinellas County 

Emergency Management Department to determine hurricane shelter space availability 

and the effect of in~reased populations on evacuation clearance times and routes. 

Policy 2.2.1-1-§: 

The City will coordinate with the MPO / PPG, forw~ard PmeJlas or the appropriate ad 

hoc committees, in the development, review, and recommendation of efficient 

countywide guidelines to coordinate the location of problematic land uses. 
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Policy 2.2.~ 2: 
The City will utilize the countywide planning process as a means of notifying the School 

Board, whicl=I has oRe member on the MP O / PPC, aRd School Soard staff, which has 

one staff member on the Planners Advisory Committee, of proposed land use plan 

amendments. 

Ob· ective 2.3: 

pro riate agencies to taolitate tl1e rovi ·ion of a safe 

the needs of residents and others 

tative or committe~ to WQI '1 

_ Pinc !las P inr"_"'. L=la""s=====-~ .c.......,=~=;a.;_-e,,c--~==""--_;,,;;;;;.-=-=-~=.=..=...,....,._. ....... .-......, 
of traffic con r1 estion on Gulf Bl 

maintained roadwa s for comment 

will rnnt1nuc to coordinatf' with Forward Pinellas to faci 1t:itE· the rov1s1on '.)f 

or trans JOrtation facilities, and mass transit. -=""~·--=---'-'------
Objective 2. 

Bring intergovernmental disputes to closure in a timely manner through the use of 

voluntary dispute resolution processes. 

Policy 2.~ .1: 
In instances where the resolution of issue~ requiring intergovernmental concurrency 

has not been achieved, the City of Belleair Beach shall initiate informal mediation by 

filing with the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council a written request for mediation 

assistance, pursuant to the requirements of state law. 
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT 

Goal 1: Provide public facilities to all residents while maintaining the residential character of 

Belleair Beach. 

Objective 1.1: 

The City of Belleair Beach shall maintain the existing level of service standards for public 
facilities that are the fiscal responsibility of the City. 

Policy 1.1.1: 

The City of Belleair Beach shall not approve any development order that will lower the 
existing level of service standards. 

Policy 1.1.2: 

The Capital Improvements Element shall be reviewed on an annu~I basis. 

Policy 1.1.3: 

The City of Belleair Beach shall adqpt a capital improvements budget and amend its 
Five-Year Schedule of Capital Improvements on an annual basis. 

Policy 1.1.4: 

Proposed capital improvement projects shall be evalua_ted according to the following 
criteria : 

• Elimination of a proven or obvious hazard to public health, safety, or welfare; 

• Fulfillo:ient of a City legal commitment; . ..., .. 
• Preservation, main'te,nance, refurbishment, achievement of full use, or 

replacement qf existing facilities; 

• Enhancement of ,an existing facility to an adopted level of service; 

• Efficiency or use increase of existing facilities; prevention or reduction of future 
improvement costs; or provision of equitable service; 

• Facility enhancement to meet the demands of development and redevelopment; 

• Furtherance of goals, objectives, or policies adopted in the Belleair Beach 
Comprehensive Plan; 

• Increase of community economic base or quality of life; 

• Budget impact and financial feasibility; and 

• Consistency with plans of other agencies having responsibility for public facilities 
within the City. 

low: 
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Schedule of Capital lme_rovements 
{projects that exceed $100_,000 in aQY iearJ 

Proj~ 

I Capital Improvements Fund 

Community Center Generator 

Gulf Boulevard Beautification 

Total for Capital Improvements Fund 

I Stormwater Fund 

Stormwater System 

Total for Stormwater Fund 

Total for All Funds 

Source: City of Belleair Beach 2022 

Capital Improvements Element 

120.000 

2,911.275 

2,441.310 

2.,_442.310 

5,353,585 

_.Eiscal Year 
22-23 

120.000 

930.425 

l ,050A25 

498,680 

49]i680 

1,549~105 

Fiscal Year 
23-24 

930.425 

930,425 

324,870 

324,870 

1,255,295 

Fiscal Year 
~4-25 

930..4.2.5 

930 425 

503.490 

l _, 433~915 

Goals, Objectives and Policies 

Fiscal Year 
25-26 = 

539,370 

_539,370 

539_,.370 

Fis~al Y_e~_r 
26-27 

575,900 

575.,_900 
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Policy 1.1.§S: 
It is the policy of the City of Belleair Beach to set a capital improvements cost threshold 

of $100,000 annually for projects to be included in the Capital Improvements Element 

of the City of Belleair Beach Comprehensive Plan. 

Policy 1.1.,Z.e: 
Existing and anticipated capacity deficiencies identified in ot her elements of this plan 

may be corrected according to the Schedule of Capital Improvements adopted through 

this polic•t af the City af Belleair Beact:i Comprehensive Plan the Capital Improvements 

Element subject to the-annual review of the Clf by the City Council. 

5Ghedule of Capital lmpra.,,1eMents 
(All numeers are in tho1:1san~s: $100,000 - 100) 

Taele 1: ~che~1:1le of Caf)ital lmprmmments 

{/\II n1:1meers are in tho1e1sands} 
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Objective 1.2: 

The City of Belleair Beach shall continue to maintain the existing capital improvements for 

which the City has fiscal responsibilfty_ and Capital Improvements shall be completed to 

correct any existing deficiency, accommodate future growth~ or k>-replace obsolete or worn 

out facilities. 

Policy 1.2.1: 
The City of Belleair Beach shalt correct any existing deficiencies and replace obsolete or 

worn out facilities as a priority. Any requfred expansion of facilities shall occur after 

deficiencies and/or facility replacement§ have been accomplished. 

Policy 1.2.2: 

The City of Belleair Beach shall continue to use user fees as the means to finance 

improvements. New development will be assessed its share of the improvements. 

Objective 1.3: 
The City shall util!ze its fiscal resources to eliminate any identified existing deficiencies and 

ensure the provision of needed capital improvements for future development and 

redevelopment at adopted levels of servic-e as specifi<ed in the elements of this 

comprehensive plan. 

Policy 1.3.1: 
The City shall work with other governmental jurisdictions to establish a strategy to 

ensure that the entire cost of providing necessary capital facilities, at adopted levels of 

service, for any future development or redevelopment within the jurisdiction shall not 

be borne by existing residents. ,,-

Policy 1.3.2: 
The City shall coordinate with Pinellas County, state agencies, the water management 

district, and o.ther municipallties that provide public facilities within the City's 

jurisdiction to ensure projects are funded in a fiscally equitable manner apportioning 

the costs of growth among those who are responsible for it. 

Policy 1.3.3: 

The City shall administer current and consider the adoption of appropriate future 

impact or user fees and other general fund revenue enhancement. 

Policy 1.3.4: 
The City shall issue development orders and permits only when required capital 

facilities are present or will be available concurrent with the impact of development. 
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Policy 1.3.5: 
The adopted levels of service for public facilities within the jurisdiction of the City of 

Belleair Beach shall be those adopted in the other elements of this plan. 

Objective 1.4: 
Public expenditures that support development in the Coastal High Hazard Areas shall be 

limited to those improvements included in this comprehensive plan or determined by the 

City Council to be an overriding public health benefit. 

Policy 1.4.1: 
The City shall expend funds in J1e Coastal High Hazard Areas only for the replacement 

and renewal of public facilities serving development or planned redevelopment as 

ant icipated in this comprehensive plan. 

Objective 1.5: 
The City of Belleair Beach shall provide, or require provision of, needed infrastructure for 

development and redevelopment concurrently with their impacts through the use of a 

concurrency management system, implementation and monitoring of the comprehensive 

plan, and enforcement of development regulations. 

Policy 1.5.1: 
The City shall ensure that aU-nQ._development aM-O redevelopment taking place within 

its municipal boundaries ae A&t result in a reduction of the level-of-service standards 

established and adopted in the financially feasible Capital Improvements Element of 

this comprehensive plan. 

Policy 1.5.2: 
Development orders and permits shall be issued only if public facilities necessary to 

meet the level-of-service standards adopted pursuant to this comprehensive plan are 

available concurrent with the impacts of the development. 

Policy 1.5.3: 
The development of residential land shall be timed and staged in conjunction with 

provision of supporting community facilities. 

Policy 1.5.4: 
The City shall use the levels of service adopted in the Transportation Element, 

Infrastructure Element, and Recreation and Open Space Element of this comprehensive 

plan to determine the impacts of development and redevelopment. 
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Policy 1.5.5: 
The City shall continue to implement a monitoring system designed to ensure continued 

enforcement of levels of service and provision of required public facility capacity. 

Policy 1.5.6: 
The monitoring system shall be reviewed on an annual basis together with the review of 

the Capital Improvements Element and shall be updated the year prior to preparation 

of the periodic Evaluation and Appraisal Report. 

Policy 1.5.7: 
Developments or redevelopments requiring the use of potable water, sanitary sewer, 

solid waste, or drainage facilities shall receive development orders subject to: 

• The public facilities being in place at the time of issuance of the certificate of 

occupancy; or 

• The provision of the facilities is guaranteed in an enforceable development 

agreement pursuant to Section 163.3220, Florida Statutes, or an agreement or 

development order issued pursuant to Chapter 380, Florida Statutes, to be in 

place at the time of certificate of occupancy issuance. 

Policy 1.5.8: 

The Schedule of Capital Improvements may include projects listed in the first three 

years of the Florida Department of Transportation five-year work program. 

Policy 1.5.9: 

The Schedule of Capital Improvements shall contain the estimated commencement and 

completion dates of road projects. 

Policy 1.5.10: 
The elimination, deferral, or delay of construction of any road or mass transit facility or 

service needed to maintain adopted level-of-service standards and which is listed in the 

Schedule of Capital Improvements shall require amendment of the comprehensive plan. 

l 
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lore the use of rants or other fund111 ' o ,portunities for the :--------=""""'""""=~ 
ynder roundin P. 9f ill!.!llies . 

r state and ocal tra,1s ortattQll fund111 to .:-'-"""'---'~---"---'--'-,;'~~-,-=,~ =-='"'------'---=-.c-

u es. 
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PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS ELEMENT 

Objective 1.1: 
In accordance with the le islative intent ex ressed in Sectj_q_n_s...lfj3.,3161 10) and 

187.10113J, Florida Statutes the Cit ado ts a Private Pr~p_ert_y_Ri&hts Element to res_gect 

Ludiciall acknowled~ed and constitutio all r:..o erty rights and ensure_ 

ht~e cons·dered in local decision-makin ._ 

=======~--=="==-==~~o=n==sider~ ocal deci ion-makin ; 

1. ·-Q.'..O.:....;;.:.....::;.~=="=========-=======·==<=oss_ess and_control his or her 
in.te s leases or mineral ri hts. 

2. The right of a propertY.ill'Jl[ler to use m_aintain . develop. and improve his or her 

property for personal use or for t_hg_ yse of an __p!_h~r:_ erson sub·ect to stat~ l_aw 

and local ordinances. 

3. owner to · and to exclude ot.!,ers from t_!,e 

wner's os.s~~~ions and 
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City of Belleair Beach Data and Analysis 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The City of Bel leair Beach adopted its first Comprehensive Plan in 1989, and updated it through 

the eva luation and appraisal review process in 2008 and 2016. The City transmitted its most 

recent Evaluation dnd Appraisal Notification Letter to the Department of Economic Opportunity 

on January 7, 2022. The issues and recommendations in that letter are the basis for the changes 

to this document from the previous adopted version, adopted on April 4, 2016. 

Unless specifically provided and updated herein, the City will rely on the definitions provided in 

Section 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, and the data and analysis from the 1989, 2008, and 2016 

comprehensive plans. 

The comprehensive plan covers two planning horizons, a five-year period for capital 

improvement planning purposes (ending in Fiscal Year 2027) and a 22-year period for longer

term planning (ending in 2045). Coord ination of the various elements is a major objective of the 

City's comprehensive pl·anning process. While the findings below are organized by element for 

convenience, implementation of the goals, objectives and policies of all elements will be guided 

by the data and analysis as a whole. 

In addition to meeting the requirements of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, the City coordinates 

future land use planning with Forward Pinellas, the planning council for Pinellas County. The 

cotnprehensive plan is consistent with the Countywide Plan for Pinellas County pursuant to 

Chapter 2012-245, Laws of Florida. 

The data and analysis for the Future Land Use Element contains updated population projections 

through the new long-range planning horizon of 2045_, and an analysis of existing and future 

land uses to ensure that they are sufficient to meet the needs of future populations. Data and 

analysis on coastal high hazard areas and hazard mitigation planning are provided in more 

detail in the Coastal Management and Conservation Element. 

The U.S. Census Bureau population count for Belleair Beach in 2020 was 1,633 permanent 

residents. This represents an increase of 73 people from the 2010 census count of 1,560. The 

population is expected to remain largely stable during the planning horizon due to the built-out 

character of the city, minimal amounts of vacant land available for development, and the lack 

of lands to annex. An increase of only 52 resl'dents is anticipated by 2045. 

Estimates and projections for the seasonal and tourist population were also developed. 

Seasonal residents are those who reside in the City for only a portion of the year, and claim 

their permanent residences elsewhere, such as "snowbirds" who mainly live In the City during 

the fall and winter months, and those who own vacation homes. Tourists include visitors who 
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stay in traditional hotel/motel accommodations, rent residential property on a temporary basis, 

or stay with friends or relatives in their homes. Seasonal and tourist population projections 

were developed in conjunction with the adopted 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan for 

Pinellas County, and are expected to remain stable through 2045, with a projected increase of 

only 16 visitors. Population projections for the 2045 planning horizon are shown in Table 1. 

Table 1: Population Projections 

Census Projections 

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 
Permanent 1,633 1,643 1,654 1,664 1,674 1,685 

Seasonal & Tourist 507 510 513 516 519 523 

Total 2,140 2,153 2,167 2,180 2,194 2,207 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020; Forward Pinellas, 2022 

B. FUTURE LAND USE 

The predominant land use pattern in the city is single-family detached housing, with some 

multifamily uses, parks, recreational uses and preservation areas. There are few time-share 

properties t hat are designated as multifamily. The City has no designated commercial uses. The 

acreage distribution of existing land uses is shown in Table 21 and their location is depicted on 

Map 5: Existing Land Use. 

Table 2: Existing Land Use 

Existing Land Use Acres Percent 

Single-Family 180.9 

Multifamily 19.3 

Recreation/Open Space 17.6 

Pre se rvatio n 5.1 
Vacant 4.0 

Public/Semi-Public 1.7 

Transportation/Uti lity 1.0 

Total 229.7 

Source: Pinellas County Property Appraiser's Office, 2022i 

Forward Pinellas, 2022 

78.7% 

8.4% 

7.7% 

2.2% 

1.8% 

0.7% 

0.4% 

100.0% 

The city contains approximately 230 acres of upland parcel acreage, a large majority of which 

(nearly 81%) is designated with a future land use category of Residential Low, with a maximum 
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density of four units per acre. Residential Medlum, with a maximum density of 15 units per 

acre, is the next most common designation, comprising another 9% of parcel acreage. 

Recreation/Open Space, which designates city parks, beach accesses, spoil islands, and land 

adjacent to the Belleair Beach Causeway, comprises another 7% of parcel acreage. The Belleair 

Beach Causeway is also designated with a Scenic/Noncommercial Corridor (SNCC) overlay, part 

of a countywide network of such corridors. Bel leair Beach does not have any areas designated 

for commercial or industrial development on its Future Land Use Map. 

The acreage distribution of future land use designations is shown in Table 3, and their location 

is depicted on the City's adopted Map 1: Future Land Use Map. There are no proposed 

amendments to the Future Land Use Map or future land use designations. In addition to the 

upland parcel acreage, the city limits include another 79 acres used for right-of-way, and 910 

acres of water in Boca Ciega Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Table 3: Future Land Use Designations 

Future Land Use Acres Percent 

Residential Low 185.9 80.9% 

Residential Medium 20.5 8 ,9% 

Recreation/Open Space 

Without SNCC Overlay 8.9 3.9% 

With SNCC Overlay 7.5 3.3% 

Preservation 5.1 2.2% 

I nst1tUtional 1.7 0.7% 

Total 229.7 100.0% 

Source; Forward P;nellas, 2022 

As shown in Table 4, all of the vacant parcels in the city are designated Residential Low. If all 

were developed up to the allowable density, they could accommodate 16 housing units, which 

is consistent with the projected population growth of 38 persons. 

Table 4: Vacant Parcels by Future Land Use Designation 

Units Maximum 
Future Land Use Per Acre Acres Potential Units 

Residential Low 4.0 4.0 

Source: Pinellas County Property Appraiser's Office, 2022; 
Forward Pinellas, 2022 

16 
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C. TRANSPORTATION 

A primary objective of the City's transportation planning efforts is to ensure that the safety and 

mobility needs of pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users as well as motorists are 
accommodated. This applies to the design and construction of capital improvements, and the 
application of the Land Development Code through the site plan review process and decisions 
affecting the amendment of the Future Land Use Map. Through these activities, the City seeks 
to provide its citizens with a safe, multimodal, and energy efficient transportation system. 

There are two major roadways impacting the city, Gulf Boulevard is an arterial north-south 
roadway, and Belleair Beach Causeway is an east-west arterial bridge spanning the lntracoastal 
Waterway, which also includes bicycle lanes and a boat ramp. Both are owned and maintained 
by Pinellas County. Table 5 contains an inventory of the major roadways and their current level 
of service (LOS). 

Table S: Major Roadway Inventory and Level of Service 

Road Operating 

Road Segment Class Lanes Divided Signalized LOS 

Belleair Beach Bridge/ 
2 Yes N/A F 

Causeway ramp 

Gulf Blvd. (south of Minor 
2 Yes Yes F 

causeway) arterial 

Gulf Blvd . (north of Minor 
2 Yes No E 

causeway) arterial 

Source: Forward Pinellas, 2022 

The LOS classification system is a standard means of evaluating traffic flow used by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation and its state counterparts. Classifications are based on a 
comparison of traffic volume (the number of cars using the roadway at A.M./P.M peak hours, 
or ''rush hours '' ) with roadway capacity (the maximum number of cars the roadway is designed 
to handle at once) , This volume-to-capacity ra t io is also known as v/c. 

Roadway LOS is classified as follows: 

• LOS A: Traffic flows at or above the posted speed limit and motorists have complete 
mobility between lanes (v/c = 0.00 to 0.60) 

LOS B: Speeds are maintained, but maneuverability within the traffic stream is slightly 
restricted (v/c = 0.61 to 0.70) 

• LOS C: The ability to maneuver through lanes is noticeably restricted and lane changes 
require more driver awareness (v/c = 0.71 to 0.80) 
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• LOS D: Speeds slightly decrease as traffic volume slightly increases. Freedom to 
maneuver within the traffic stream is much more limited and driver comfort levels 

decrease (v/c = 0.81 to 0.90) 

• LOS E: Flow becomes irregular and speed varies rapidly because there are virtually no 
usable gaps to maneuver in the traffic stream, and speeds rarely reach the posted limit 
(v/c = 0.91 to 1.00) 

• LOS F: Every vehicle moves in lockstep with the vehicle in front of it, with frequent 
slowing required. Posted speeds cannot be maintained as demand more the roadway 

exceeds capacity (v/c = greater than 1.00) 

LOS ratings for major roadways in Pinellas County are calculated by Forward Pinellas, the 
metropolitan planning organization for the county. The City has adopted the countywide 
standard that roadways operating at LOSE and Fare considered deficient . To address this 
deficiency, new development or redevelopment may be restricted or required to pay into a 
mitigation fund for roadway improvements. 

One issue that has been noted is that the barrier island communities, whose traffic is 
significantly comprised of tourists, tend not have the same peak hours as the majority of the 
county, which are largely determined by weekday commuters. While the same A.M./P.M . peak 
hours are used countywide for standardization purposes, a local government can request that 

Forward Pinellas conduct a specia l traffic study tailored to an individual roadway. 

One such study was conducted in Belleair Beach in 2015, and was used by Pinellas County as 
basis for transportation investments in the area, including reconfiguring turn lanes at the 
intersection of Belleair Causeway and Gulf Blvd ., and adjustment of traffic signal timing on both 
roadways. In addition to traffic studies, Forward Pinellas provides for intergovernmental 
coord ination in circumstances where transportation or land use issues affect more than one 

jurisdiction . 

Due to the built-out condition of the city, the majority of recent impacts to the roadway system 
have come from growth in neighboring communities, and it is unlikely that there will be 
additional transportation impacts to either facility caused by Belleair Beach. The City is a 
participant in the countywide proportionate fair share program, and any redevelopment 

projects would be subject to mitigation payments through that program. 

Pinellas County maintains the Pinellas County Mobility Plan, which provides local governments 
with an alternative approach to managing the impacts of development projects through their 
site plan review processes while furthering their mobility goals. This approach was intended as 
a replacement for local transportation concurrency management programs. While Belleair 
Beach's development impacts are limited, in its 2015 comprehensive plan, the City adopted a 
mobility management system in support of the Pinellas County Mobility Plan. 
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D. HOUSING 

Since the 2015 Comprehensive Plan update, there has been very little change in t he number 

and distribution of housing units throughout the city. The majority of housing units in the City, 

about 70%, are single-family, and t he rema ining 30% are multi fam ily. There are no mobile 

home units, residential group homes, or historically significant housing units w ithin Belleair 

Beach . 

As shown in Table 6, an increase of only 35 total housing -units is projected by 2045. Add itional 

housing units are anticipated primarily through tear-downs and reconstruction on existing 

residential lots, 

Table 6: Housing Estimates and Projections by Type 

Housing Type 
Estimates Projections 

2020 2025 I 2030 2035 2040 2045 
Single-Fami ly 765 770 775 779 784 789 
Multifamily 329 331 333 335 338 340 

Total 1,094 1,101 1,108 1,115 1,122 1,129 

Source: Pinellas County Property Appraiser's Office, 2022; Forward Pinellas, 2022 

According to an assessment by the Pinellas County Property Appraiser's Office, Belleair Beach 

has no housing units in below average condition . As shown in Table 7, about 74% are in average 

condition, 18% in above average condition, and the remainder are in excellent or bett er 

condition. Map 7: Structure Condition Map shows the assessed condition for all buildings, both 

residential and nonresidential. 

Table 7: Housing Estimates by Condition 

Housing Condition Number Percent 

Average 808 73.9% 
Above Average 193 17.6% 

Excellent 71 6.5% 

Superior 20 1.8% 

Mansion 1 0.1% 

Mansion Superior 1 0.1% 

Total 1,094 100.0% 

Source: Pinellas County Property Appraiser's Office, 
2022; Forward Pinellas, 2022 

A-6 



City of Belleair Beach Data and Analysis 

About 55% percent of the housing units in Belleair Beach are owner-occupied, and 8% are 

renter-occupied, with an average of 2.37 persons per household. Another 28% of units are held 

for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use, and 9% are vacant. These percentages are 

anticipated to remain stable through the 2045 planning horizon, as shown in Table 8. 

Table 8: Housing Estimates and Projections by Tenure 

Housing Type 
Estimates Projections 

2020 2025 2030 2035 2025 2045 

Owner-Occupied 606 610 614 618 621 625 
Renter-Occupied 83 84 84 85 85 86 
Seasonal Units 307 309 311 313 315 317 
Vacant Units 98 99 99 100 100 101 
Total 1,094 1,101 1,108 1,115 1,122 1,129 

Source: American Community Survey, 2022; Pinellas County Property Appraisers Office, 

2021; Forward Pinellas, 2022 

Cost-burdened households are those who spend at least 30% of their income on mortgage or 

rent payments. As shown in Table 9, about 30% of households in the city are cost-burdened, 

consistent with Pinellas County as a whole. There are no subsidized housing units in the city. 

Table 9: Estimates and Projections of Cost-Burdened Households 

Households Spending At 
Estimates 

Projections 

Least 30% of Gross 

Income on Housing Costs 
2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 

Owner-Occupied 156 249 251 252 254 256 

Renter-Occupied 49 78 79 79 80 80 
Not Cost-Burdened 484 366 368 370 373 375 
Total 689 693 698 702 706 711 

Source: American Community Survey, 2022; Forward Pinellas, 2022 

Due to the city's location on a barrier island, opportunities to add affordable housing are 

constrained by high land costs and limitations on densities in the Coastal High Hazard Area. 

Through a cooperative agreement, Belleair Beach participates with the Pinellas County 

Community Development Department in the Community Development Block Grant Program, 

and with the Housing Finance Authority of Pinellas County, which helps residents with housing 

down payment and mortgage assistance. 
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City of Belleair Beach Data and Anal ysis 

E. INFRASTRUCTURE 

Potable Water 

Belleair Beach receives all potable water supplies, treatment, and distribution from Pinellas 

County Utilities. Tampa Bay Water is the regional water supply authority that supplies all of the 

wholesale potable water for Pinellas County. 

Through an interlocal agreement and master water supply contract, Tampa Bay Water is 

obligated to meet the current and future water needs of its member governments, and is the 

owner and operator of water supply facl lities including wellfields, surface water withdrawals, a 

seawater desalination facility, treatment facilities, storage facilit ies, pumping stations, and 

transmission mains. 

The City coordinates its level-of-service standard for potable water with the level-of-service 

standard adopted by Pinellas County for its retail customers. This standard is 115 gallons per 

capita per day. However, the actual water use is projected to be lower at 79 gallons per capita 

per day. Based on the maximum permanent and seasonal population of 2,207 projected for the 

planning horizon multiplied by that projected water use, t he city's demand equates to 0.174 

million gallons per day (MGD), or about 0.08% of the current Pinellas County Utilities yield of 

224.6 MGD. 

The Regional Water Supply Plan contains hundreds of water supply options. Because the 

wholesale potable water supply is provided by Tampa Bay Water, the required water supply 

projects are selected and implemented by that agency. 

The capital costs for water supply development projects are the responsibility of Tampa Bay 

Water . Such costs are recaptured through the sale of water to the water service provider, and 

through them, by the retail customers. Funding mechanisms are identified in its Special District 

Public Facilities Report. In addition, the Pinellas County Water Supply Work Plan includes costs 

for distribution, transmission, treatment, and associated facilities. 

The City actively participates in water conservation efforts led by Pinellas County. County 

regu lations are enforced for water conservation measures including low flow plumbing fixtures 

and water shortage emergency regulations. The City began receiving reclaimed water from 

Pinellas County Utilities in 2006. Pinellas County is the responsible jurisdiction for treatment 

and allocating the reclaimed water resource. There are no prime or high natura l groundwater 

aquifer recharge areas affecting reclaimed water in Pinellas County. 
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City of Belleair Beach 

UTILITY NAME 

PINELLAS COUNTY UTILITIES 

Municipal Population Served 

Demand (MGD) 

Total Utility Service Area Population 

Demand (MGO) 

DOMESTIC SELF SUPPLY 

Population Served 

Demand (MGD) 

MUNICIPAL POPULATION 

TOTAL DEMAND {MUNICIPAL) 

TOTAL DEMAND (UTILITIES) 

EXISTING SOURCES 

Total Permitted Quantities 

Water Supply Authority Quantities 

Total Current Yield 

FUTURE SOURCE OPTIONS 

Conservation 

Table 10 
Potable Water Supply and Demand Analysis 

DEMAND ANALYSIS 

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 

(SUPPLIED THROUGH TAMPA BAY WATER) 

2,1 38 2,151 2,1 65 

0.168 0.169 0.170 
504,863 514,010 526,816 

39.670 40.388 41.395 

2 2 2 
0.000 0.000 0.000 
2,140 2,153 2,167 
0.168 0.169 0.170 

39.670 40.388 41.395 

SUPPLY ANALYSIS 

CURRENT YIELD {MGD) 
0.000 

224.620 
0.000 

2045 POTENTIAL YIELD (MGD) 

0.020 

2, 178 2, 192 2,206 

0.171 0.172 0.173 

539,181 543,701 548,259 
42.366 42.721 43.080 

2 2 2 

0.000 0.000 0.000 
2,180 2,194 2,207 

0.171 0.172 0.173 

42.366 42.721 43.080 

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY 
All 

Source: Southwest Florida Water Management District, 2022; Forward Pineflas, 2022 

Data and Analysis 

WUP 
(MGD) 

0.000 

PER CAPITA 
WATER USE 

79 

54 

79 
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City of Belleair Beach Data and Analysis 

Sanitary Sewer 

The City is a wholesale customer of Pinellas County Utilities for wastewater service . The County 

operates and maintains sewer lines within the city, and collects and transmits domestic 

wastewater to the South Cross Bayou Advanced Water Reclamation Facility. The City relies on 

the data and analysis contained in the Pinellas County Comprehensive Plan Potable Water 

Supply, Wastewater, and Reuse Element to project sanitary sewer demand. Consistent with 

that element, its adopted san itary sewer level of service is 115 gallons per capita per day 

throughout the 2045 planning horizon. 

Storm water Drainage 

The City of Belleair Beach Is responsible for a municipal separate storm sewer system and 

implementation and enforcement of NPDES regulations. A municipal separate storm sewer 

system (MS4) is a publicly-owned conveyance or system of conveyances (i.e., ditches, curbs, 

catch basins, and underground pipes, etc.} that is designed or used for collecting or conveying 

stormwater and the discharges to surface waters of the State. Belleair Beach is regulated as a 

Co-Permittee under Phase I, regulations set forth in NPDES permit# FLS 000005. The City relies 

on the data and analysis contained in the Pinellas Co1,1nty Comprehensive Plan Surface Water 

Management Element and Chapter 62-25, Florida Administrative Code, to guide Its stormwater 

level-of-service for quantity and quality based on a 25-year, 24-hour storm event. 

Solid Waste 

Belleair Beach provides for solid waste and recycling collection services through a private 

contract with Waste Management of Pinellas. Through an interlocal agreement w ith Pinellas 

County, collected garbage is taken to the Pinellas County Resource Recovery Facility, which can 

burn nearly one million tons per year in its Waste-to-Energy Plant while producing up to 75 

megawatts per hour of electricity. 

The City relies on the data and analysis contained in the Pinellas County Comprehensive Plan 

Potable Sol id Waste and Resource Recovery Element to project solid waste demand, and has 

adopted the County' s level-of-service standard of 1.3 tons per capita per year. Projected 

demand through the 2045 planning horizon was calculated using that level-of-service standard 

multiplied by the City's population projections, as shown in Table 10. 

Table 11: Projected Solid Waste Oemahd 

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 
Tons 2,141 2,155 2,168 2,182 2,195 2,209 

Source~ Pinellas County, 2022; Forward Pinellas, 2022 
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City of Belleair Beach Data and Analysis 

F. COASTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION 

Map 3: Coastal High Hazard Area Map depicts the Coastal High Hazard Area (CHHA), which is 

defined in Section 163.3178(2)(h), Florida Statutes (F.S.) as the area below the elevation of the 

category 1 storm surge line as established by a Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges from Hurricanes 

(SLOSH) computerized storm surge model. The CHHA depicts the areas of the county that are 

most vulnerable to flooding and wind damage from hurricanes and tropical storms, and 

includes virtually the entire barrier island system, including all of Belleair Beach. 

Consistent with Section 163.3178(8), F.S., and the Countywide Rufes, Belleair Beach discourages 

increases in density or intensity in the CHHA, as well as the siting of vulnerable uses such as 

hospitals, assisted living facilities, and mobile homes. Any proposed future land use 

amendments effecting such changes will be subject to a strict set of balancing criteria outlined 

in Future Land Use Policy 1.1.8. 

Regulatory flood zones are established by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

New Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) were issued for Pinellas County in 2021. Map 4: 

Floodplain Map depicts the FEMA flood zones for Belleair Beach. All new construction and 

redevelopment in flood zones will be in accordance with FEMA regulations. 

To fulfill the requirements of Section 163.3178(2)(f), Florida Statutes, the City has adopted 

additional policy guidance for redevelopment strategies, engineering solutions, site 

development techniques and other best practices into the goals, objectives and policies of the 

Coastal Management and Conservation Element. It will continue to monitor projected flood risk 

and sea level rise impacts, and adjust long-range planning to account for observed conditions 

and any changes or refinements to the projection over time. 

The City is also a signatory to the Pinellas County Local Mitigation Strategy, which was updated 

in 2020. The plan indicates that Belleair Beach is likely to experience threat, effect, or 

reoccurrence of coastal erosion, coastal flooding, flooding due to rainfall, tropical storms, and 

minor and major hurricanes. 

The City coordinates with the Pinellas County Emergency Management Department regarding 

voluntary and mandatory evacuations for hurricanes and tropica l storms, consistent with the 

Local Mitigation Strategy, the Tampa Bay Regional Planning CouncWs Tampa Bay Regional 

Hurricane Evacuation Study, and countywide evacuation procedures. 
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City of Belleair Beach Data and Analysis 

G. RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 

With 13 parks and a municipal recreation complex, the City has ample recreational facilities to 

meet the needs of its residents and visitors through the 2045 planning horizon . Recreational 

facilities are inventoried in Table 11. 

Table 12: Recreational Facilities Inventory 

Name Area Facility Improvements 

Resource-Based Facilities 

South Park 7,353 sq. ft. Bench 

2nd Street Park 6,477 sq . ft. Bench,dock 

7th Street Park 5,929 sq. ft. Bench,dock 

16th Street Park 10,851 sq. ft. Bench,dock 

20 th Street Park 6,599 sq . ft . Bench, dock 

2s th Street Park 6,599 sq. ft. 2 Benches, dock 

Belle Isle Park 10,881 sq. ft. 2 Benches 

Hibiscus Drive Park 3,598 sq. ft . Bench 

Morgan Park 16,786 sq. ft. Beach access, 3 benches, outdoor 

shower, paved parking, pavilion, 2 

picnic tables, restrooms 

Belleair Causeway Beach Area 7.41 acres Open space 

(County Right-of-Way) 

Activity-Based Facilities 

Municipal Complex 10,933 sq . ft . Community room, offices 

Parks 

Bayside Park (South side of 75 1000 sq . ft. beach access, basketball½ court, 

Causeway Blvd., east of Harbor Dr.) exercise tra il, gravel/paved parking, 

playground, shelter, tennis courts 

Crossman Park (NE comer of 9,592 sq. ft . Open space 

Gulf Blvd. & Causeway Blvd.) 

SE corner of Causeway 34,000 sq. ft . Parking for City Hall 

Blvd. & Cedar Dr. 

Source: City of Belleair Beach, 2022 
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H. INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

Belleair Beach coordinates its planning activities with a variety of entities with in the state, region, 

and county. These relationships are listed in Table 12. 

Table 13: Intergovernmental Coordination Relationships 

Agency Subject 

Florida Department of Economic Comprehensive Plan amendment review 
Opportunity 

Florida Department of Business and Florida Building Code 
Professional Regulation 

Florida Division of Emergency Community Emergency Response Team 
Management 

National Flood Insurance Program 

Florida Department of Environmenta l Florida Coastal Management Program 
Protection 

National Environmental Policy Act 

Coastal Construct ion Control line 

National Pollutant Discharge El imination System 

Southwest Florida Water Management Environmental Resource Permits 
District 

Water quality restoration 

Reclaimed water projects 

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council Regional Evacuation Study 

Regional Resiliency Action Plan 

Forward Pinellas Countywide Plan 

Long-Range Transportation Plan 

Transportation Improvement Program 

Pinellas County Utilities Potable water and reclaimed water service 

Wastewater service 

Pinellas County Public Works Roadway project coordination 

Pinellas County Housing and Community Affordable housing programs 
Development 

Source: City of Belleair BeachF 2022; Forward Pinellas, 2022 
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I. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

The city is responsible for capital improvements related to the operation and maintenance of its 

stormwater system, solid waste collection, and recreation areas. There are no capital 

improvements needed to address deficiencies in level-of-service standards through the 

planning period. Analysis of infrastructure capacities as compared to the current and forecast 

population shows that new facilities are not needed in the next five years. Further, no facilities 

are proposed for replacement and no deficiencies exist within Belleair Beach. 

Belleair Beach amends its plan on an annual basis to identify capital improvements, and those 

amendments are supported by adequate revenue sources and funding mechanisms. A policy is 

included in the Capital Improvements Element to require the provisions of the revenue sources 

and funding mechanism in the event of an amendment to add capital improvements. 

The City's revenues are reported with its annual budget. This information is updated each fiscal 

year. 

J. PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS 

In 2021, the Florida Statutes were amended to create Section 163.3177(6), establishing a 

Private Property Rights Element that all local governments are requfred to adopt into their 

comprehensive plans, ensuring that private property rights are considered as part of land 

regulation. The statute provides a model statement of property r ights a local ,government may 

adopt to satisfy this requirement . . In accordance with the new law, the City has adopted a new 

Private Property Rights Element using the model language. 

K. PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES 

The Pinellas County School District has determined that the City of Belleair Beach is exempt 

from adopting school concurrency or a Public Schools Facilities Element. A letter of exemption 

was filed with the Florida Department of Community Affairs together with the City's 

comprehensive plan update on February 13, 2008. 
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Patti Gentry 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Patti, 

Kyle Riefler 
Thursday, February 16, 2023 8:42 AM 
Patti Gentry 
FW: ATTN: Kyle RE: 111 19th Street 

Please put "Discussion of right-angle turn located at 19th Street and Bayside Drive" on the work session agenda and 
provide this email chain for documentation. Thanks Kyle . 

From: cajun man <bourbonstpete@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2023 10:29 AM 
To: Kyle Rieffer <Kyle.RiefJer@CityofBelleairbeach.com> 
Subject: Re: ATTN: Kyle RE: 11119th Street 

[EXTERNAL} This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Kyle, yet again someone took the turn wide two days ago and I had to move fast out of the way. This corner needs a 
STOP sign in both directions. lt does not matter if it is not a full intersection, it is a matter of safety. Yield signs plus 
speed bumps might work too, but not just yield signs. Let me know as soon as possible what you will do. Thanks again, 
Rich Egolf 11119th St. Belleair Beach , Fl 33786 

On Thu, Feb 9, 2023 at 10:45 AM Kyle Rieffer <Kyle.Riefler@cityofbelleairbeach.com> wrote: 

I drove it yester with no pedestrians at about 10 mph. At that speed, I felt safe that if I saw a pedestrian, I could slow to 
minimal speed to avoid. Do you agree that 10 mph or under is safe for the turn? 

From: cajun man <bourbonstpete@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 12:23 PM 
To: Kyle Riefler <Kyle.Riefler@CityofBellea irbeach.com> 
Subject: Re: ATTN: Kyle RE: 11119th Street 

LEX rFRN,.. L] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Kyle, I believe STOP signs in both directions would be much safer. This is not a just a sharp curve , but an actual right 
angle. What speed limit would be put below the sign ? Would the DOT or Sheriff's Department be will ing to video a 
test taking the turn at that speed with pedestrians walking in both directions? The council and Sheriff need to be asked 
these questions and the citizens need that answer on the record at the next city council meeting. Thank you for your 



work on this issue thus far. Sincerely, Rich Egolf 111 19th 
St reet Belleai r Beach , Florida 33786 

On Tue, Feb 7, 2023 at 2:58 PM Kyle Riefler <Kyle.Riefler@cityofbelleairbeach.com> wrote: 

Rich, 

I consulted w ith a PCSO, neighboring cities, and traffic engineer. The most appropriate sign will be a yellow warning 
right angel turn with a speed sign below. We can do t his going both ways. It was recommended that we do not use a 
stop sign because the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices states "YIELD or STOP signs should not be used for 
speed control." Please let me know your thoughts. Thanks, Kyle. 

From: Kyle Riefler 
Sent: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 1:59 PM 
To: 'bourbonstpete@gmail.com' <bourbonstpete@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: ATTN: Kyle RE: 111 19t h St reet 

Rich, 

Thanks for sending the pies. I plan on putting some drainage holes in the curb to mitigate the pooling until the curb 
are redone. Can you please notify me when you have standing water present? It will be easier to test our efforts when 
the wet weather occurring. 

11m also looking into the process of adding stop signs to that turn. Thanks, Kyle. 

From: Laura Mataluni <Laura.Mataluni@CityofBelleairBeach.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 5, 2022 10:49 AM 
To: Kyle Riefler <Kyle.Riefler@CityofBelleafrbeach.com> 
Subject: FW: ATTN: l<yle RE: 11119th Street 

Laura :A1atafo 11 
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Executive Assistant 

727-229-8443 

From: cajun man <bourbonstpete@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 5, 2022 10:44 AM 
To: Info <lnfo@CityofBelleairBeach.com> 
Subject: ATTN: Kyle RE: 111 19th Street 

[EXTERNAL) This email originated from outside of the organization . Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize 
the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Kyle, 

Thanks for stopping at the house the other day. Attached are 2 photos of the incredible water build up in front of the 
house after it rains. As you can see the water stops in front of my house and does not continue down the street. This 
has resu lted in the dramatic deterioration of the gutter area in front of my home as you saw, as well as my driveway. I 
really need something done about this, I look forward to hearing back from you. 

Thanks, 

Rich 

Richard Egolf 

11119th St Belleair Beach 

727-798-4120 
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